
Saturday, November 14  
Evening Prayer  
Orthodox Saints 

Opening Sentence 

Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, and darkens the 
day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The 
Lord is his name. Amos 5:8 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 



and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 136 Confitemini

1 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

2 
Give thanks to the God of gods, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

3 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

4 
Who only does great wonders, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

5 
Who by wisdom made the heavens, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

6 
Who spread out the earth upon the waters, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

7 
Who created great lights, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

8 
The sun to rule the day, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

9 
The moon and the stars to govern the night, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

10 
Who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

11 
And brought out Israel from among them, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

12 
With a mighty hand and a stretched-out arm, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

13 
Who divided the Red Sea in two, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 



14 
And made Israel to pass through the midst of it, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

15 
But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

16 
Who led his people through the wilderness, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

17 
Who struck down great kings, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

18 
And slew mighty kings, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

19 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

20 
And Og, the king of Bashan, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

21 
And gave away their lands for an inheritance, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

22 
An inheritance for Israel his servant, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

23 
Who remembered us in our low estate, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

24 
And delivered us from our enemies, * 
for his mercy endures for ever; 

25 
Who gives food to all creatures, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

26 
Give thanks to the God of heaven, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 



as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Gospel 

Matthew 16:21-28 (NRSV)

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you." 23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 24 Then Jesus told 
his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life?  
27 "For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 17 The Song of Simeon  
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

●     Martyrdom of Saints John and James, Bishops of Persia 
●     Martyrdom of Saints Epimachus and Azarianus 



On this day we commemorate the martyrdom of Saints John and James, Bishops of Persia, at the hands 
of Sapor, the son of Hermez, King of Persia. When the King commanded them to worship and to offer 
sacrifices to the sun and fire, they refused. Instead, they continued teaching the people and confirming 
them in the faith of the Lord Jesus. The King tortured them severely, and as they would not turn from 
the faith and would not cease from teaching the people and strengthening them, he ordered that they be 
cast into a fire.

They gave up their souls into the hands of the Lord and received the crown of glory with the host of 
saints. 

 
On this day also we commemorate the martyrdom of Saints Epimachus and Azarianus, who were from 
the City of Rome. The Governor, who was appointed by Emperor Maximianus, was informed that they 
were Christians. As he brought them and questioned their faith they confessed that they were Christians. 
They also reproved him for having forsaken the worship of God who created the heaven, the earth, and 
all that is therein and for worshipping man-made idols which could neither see nor hear because wherein 
dwelt Satan who misled many men. The Governor was astonished at their audacity and commanded 
their necks to be cut off, and they received the crowns of martyrdom. 

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 



Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 27 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 
pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays 

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, that our 
lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Saint Kitts and Nevis. 

Saint Kitts & Nevis, official government website 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Reformed Church in America. 

The Reformed Church in America 

For Sound Government

http://www.stkittsnevis.net/index.html
http://www.rca.org/index.html


O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves 
and a blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To all who have executive authority and to all who have administrative authority, grant wisdom and 
grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To those who make our laws give courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our 
people, and to fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be 
safeguarded and justice served.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow 
citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our 
society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen. 

For Schools and Colleges

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities, that they may be lively centers for sound 
learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who learn 
may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Harvest of Lands and Waters

O gracious Father, who open your hand and fills all living things: Bless the lands and waters, and 
multiply the harvests of the world; let your Spirit go forth, that it may renew the face of the earth; show 
your loving-kindness, that our land may give her increase; and save us from selfish use of what thou 
give , that men and women everywhere may give you thanks; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis



Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. Romans 15:13 

  


