Monday, November 16
Evening Prayer
Orthodox Saints

Opening Sentence

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight asincense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Psalm 141.2

Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen usin
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep usin eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit asit wasin the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O graciouslight,

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,

and our eyes behold the vesper light,

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Y ou are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds.



Psalm 89

Part 11 Tunc locutus es

19
Y ou spoke once in vision and said to your faithful people: *
"| have set the crown upon awarrior
and have exalted one chosen out of the people.
20
| have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have | anointed him.
21
My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.
22
No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.
23
| will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.
24
My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.
25
| shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Seato the River.
26
He will say to me, 'Y ou are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.'
27
| will make him my firstborn *
and higher than the kings of the earth.
28
| will keep my love for him for ever, *
and my covenant will stand firm for him.
29
| will establish hislinefor ever *
and his throne as the days of heaven."
30

"If his children forsake my law *
and do not walk according to my judgments;
31
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If they break my statutes *
and do not keep my commandments;

| will punish their transgressions with arod *
and their iniquities with the lash;

But | will not take my love from him, *
nor let my faithfulness prove false.

| will not break my covenant, *
nor change what has gone out of my lips.

Oncefor al | have sworn by my holiness: *
'l will not lie to David.

Hisline shall endure for ever *
and his throne as the sun before me;

It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, *
the abiding witness in the sky.™

But you have cast off and rejected your anointed; *
you have become enraged at him.

Y ou have broken your covenant with your servant, *
defiled his crown, and hurled it to the ground.

Y ou have breached all hiswalls*
and laid his strongholdsin ruins.

All who pass by despoil him; *
he has become the scorn of his neighbors.

Y ou have exalted the right hand of his foes*
and made al his enemies regjoice.

Y ou have turned back the edge of his sword *
and have not sustained him in battle.

Y ou have put an end to his splendor *
and cast his throne to the ground.

Y ou have cut short the days of his youth *



and have covered him with shame.

46
How long will you hide yourself, O LORD?
will you hide yourself for ever? *
how long will your anger burn like fire?
47
Remember, LORD, how short lifeis, *
how frail you have made all flesh.
48
Who can live and not see death? *
who can save himself from the power of the grave?
49
Where, Lord, are your loving-kindnesses of old, *
which you promised David in your faithfulness?
50
Remember, Lord, how your servant is mocked, *
how | carry in my bosom the taunts of many peoples,
51
The taunts your enemies have hurled, O LORD, *
which they hurled at the heels of your anointed.
52
Blessed be the LORD for evermore! *
Amen, | say, Amen.
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel
Matthew 17:1-17 (NRSV)

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high
mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and
his clothes became dazzling white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with
him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it isgood for usto be here; if you wish, | will make three
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly
abright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud avoice said, "Thisis my Son, the Beloved; with
him | am well pleased; listen to him!" 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Get up and do not be afraid."” 8 And
when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.



9 Asthey were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, "Tell no one about the vision until after
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 10 And the disciples asked him, "Why, then, do the
scribes say that Elijah must come first?' 11 Hereplied, "Elijah isindeed coming and will restore all
things; 12 but | tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but they did to him
whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands." 13 Then the disciples
understood that he was speaking to them about John the Baptist.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15 The Song of Mary
Magnificat Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoicesin God my Savior; *

for he has looked with favor on hislowly servant.
From this day all generationswill call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *

In every generation.

He has shown the strength of hisarm, *

he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He hasfilled the hungry with good things, *

and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *

to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, isnow, and will be for ever. Amen.

. Apostle and Evangelist M atthew (+60)
. Departure of St. Felix, Pope of Rome
. Monk Sergei of Malopinezh (+1585)
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The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was aso named Levi (Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27); he was an Apostle
from among the Twelve (Mk 3:18; Lk 6:45; Acts 1:13), and was brother of the Apostle James Alphaeus
(Mk 2:14). Hewas a publican, i.e., atax-collector for Rome, in atime when the Jews had come under
the rule of the Roman empire. He lived in the Galileian city of Capernaum [Capharnum]. Matthew, in
hearing the voice of Jesus Christ: "Come, follow Me" (Mt 9:9), left off from his duties and followed the
Saviour. Christ and His disciples did not refuse the invitation of Matthew and they visited at his house,
where they shared table with the friends and acquaintances of the publican -- who like the host were
publicans and known sinners. This event extremely bothered the pharisees and scribes ["knizhniki", lit.
bookmen or scholarsg).

Publicans, in collecting taxes from their countrymen, did this with great profit for themselves. Usually
greedy and cruel people, the Jews considered them pernicious and betrayers of their country and
religion. The word "publican" connoted for the Jews the sense of "public-sinner” and "idol-worshipper."
To even speak with atax-collector was considered a sin, and to associate with one -- was defilement.
But the Jewish teachers were not able to comprehend, that the Lord was "come to call not the righteous,
but sinnersto repentance” (Mt 9:13).

Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, recompensed fourfold anyone he had overcharged, and he
distributed his remaining possessions to the poor, and together with the other apostles he followed after
Christ. Saint Matthew was attentive to the instructions of the Divine Teacher, he beheld His innumerable
miracles, he went together with the 12 apostles preaching to "the lost sheep of the house of Isragl” (Mt
10:6), he was a witness to the suffering, death, and Resurrection of the Saviour, and of His glorious
Ascension into Heaven.

Having received the gifts of the grace of the Holy Spirit, which descended upon the apostles on the day
of Pentecost, the Apostle Matthew for the first 8 years preached in Palestine. And before his departure to
preach the Gospel in faraway lands, at the request of the Jews remaining at Jerusalem, the holy Apostle
Matthew in his Gospel gave account of the earthly life of the Saviour of the world -- of the God-man
Jesus Christ and His teaching.

In the order of the books of the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew comes first. Palestineis said to
be the place of writing of the Gospel. The Gospel was written by Saint Matthew in the year 42 ([AD --
"Anno Domini" or "Year of the Lord" ] i.e. after the Birth of Christ), in his native Jewish language, and
then trandated into Greek. The Hebrew text has not survived for us, but many of the linguistic and
cultural-historical peculiarities of the Greek translation remind of it.

The Apostle Matthew preached among people having quite certain religious expectations about the
Messiah. His Gospel manifestsitself asavivid proof that Jesus Christ -- is the real Messiah, foretold of
by the prophets, and that another there would not be (Mt 11:3). The preachings and deeds of the Saviour
are presented by the evangelist in three divisions, constituting three aspects of the service of the
Messiah: as Prophet and Law-Giver (Ch. 5-7), Lord over the world both visible and invisible (Ch. 8-25),
and finally as High-Priest offered as Sacrifice for the sins of all mankind (Ch. 26-27). The theological



content of the Gospel, besides the Christological themes, includes al so the teaching about the Kingdom
of God and about the Church, which the Lord sets forth in parables about the inner preparation for
entering into the Kingdom (Ch. 5-7), about the worthiness of servers of the Church in the world (Ch. 10-
11), about the signs of the Kingdom and its growth in the souls of mankind (Ch. 13), about the humility
and simplicity of the inheritors of the Kingdom (Mt 18:1-35; 19 13-30; 20:1-16; 25-27; 23:1-28), and
about the eschatological revelations of the Kingdom in the Second Coming of Christ within the daily
spiritual life of the Church (Ch. 24-25). The Kingdom of Heaven and the Church are closely inter-
connected in the spiritual experience of Christianity: the Church is the historical embodiment of the
Kingdom of Heaven in the world, and the Kingdom of Heaven is the Church of Christ inits
eschatological perfection (Mt 16:18-19; 28:18-20).

The holy Apostle made the rounds with the "good-news" [euangelia in Greek or evangeliumin Latin --
the meaning of the word "gospel”] to Syria, Media, Persia, Parthia, and finishing his preaching work in
AEthiopiawith amartyr's death. T his land was inhabited by tribes of cannibals with primitive customs
and beliefs. The holy Apostle Matthew by his preaching there converted some of the idol-worshippersto
faith in Christ. He founded the Church and built atemple in the city of Mirmena, establishing there as
bishop his companion by the name of Plato(n).

When the holy apostle was fervently beseeching God for the conversion of the Ethiopians during the
time of prayer the Lord Himself appeared to him in the form of ayouth, and having given him a staff,
commanded him to put it upright at the doors of the church. The Lord said, that from this staff would
grow atree and it would bear fruit, and from its roots would flow a stream of water. And in washing
themselves in the water and eating of the fruit, the Ethiopians lost their wild ways and became gentle
and good.

When the holy apostle carried the staff towards the church, on the pathway there met him the wife and
son of the ruler of the land, Fulvian, who were afflicted by unclean spirits. By the Name of Christ the
holy apostle healed them. This miracle converted to the Lord quite a number of the pagans. But the ruler
did not want that his subjects should become Christians and cease to worship the pagan gods. He
accused the apostle of sorcery and gave orders to execute him. They put saint Matthew head downwards,
heaped up brushwood and ignited it. When the bonfire flared up, everyone then saw, that the fire did no
harm to Saint Matthew. Then Fulvian gave orders to add more wood to the fire, and frenzied with
boldness, he commanded to set up around the bonfire 12 idols. But the flames spread to the idols and
caught on even Fulvian. The frightened Ethiopian turned to the saint with an entreaty for mercy, and by
the prayer of the martyr the flame went out. The body of the holy apostle remained unharmed, and he
expired to the Lord (+60).

The ruler Fulvian deeply repented his deed, but still he had doubts. By his command, they put the body
of Saint Matthew into an iron coffin and threw it into the sea. In doing this Fulvian said, that if the God
of Matthew would preserve the body of the apostle in the water, as He preserved him in the fire, then
this would be proper reason to worship this One True God.



On that night the Apostle Matthew appeared to Bishop Platon in a dream vision, and commanded him to
go with clergy to the shore of the sea and to find his body there. Together with the bishop on hisway to
the shore of the sea went Righteous Fulvian and his retinue. The coffin carried back by the waves was
with honour taken to the church built by the apostle. Then Fulvian begged forgiveness of the holy
Apostle Matthew, after which Bishop Platon baptised him, giving him the name Matthew in obedience
to acommand of God. Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule and became a presbyter. Upon the
death of Bishop Platon, the Apostle Matthew appeared to him and exhorted him to head the AEthiopian
Church. Having become a bishop, Saint Matthew-Fulvian toiled much at preaching the Word of God,
continuing with the work of his heavenly patron-saint.

On this day we commemorate the departure of the holy father Felix, Pope of Rome. He was born of
Christian parentsin Rome in the year 210 A.D. and they raised him with high principles. Astasius, Pope
of Rome, ordained him a deacon and later, Pope Justus, seeing his piety and virtues, ordained him a
priest.

When Abba Dionysius, Pope of Rome (who lived in the days of St. Thaouna, Pope of Alexandria)
departed, this father was chosen for the Roman See. He shepherded the flock of Christ with the best

of care. When Emperor Aurelianus Caesar reigned he stirred up persecution against the believers of the
Lord Jesus, tortured them severely and many of them were martyred by his hands. Also through this
Emperor, great tribulations and sufferings came upon this father. He entreated God to lift away these
tribulations from his people and by his prayers the Emperor died in the second year of hisreign.

When Diocletian reigned, he also persecuted the Christians and

tortured them. Pope Felix prayed to the Lord to spare him from witnessing the torture of Christians. God
heard his prayers and he departed in the first year of the reign of Diocletian.

He was a Pope for five and a half years and he left many writings and discourses, some of which were
teachings and others were doctrines.

The Monk Sergei of Maopinezh (in the world Simeon), was born in 1493. His father, Markian
Stefanovich Nekliud, was descended from Novgorod boyar nobles. Together with other fellow citizens
they left their native-place setting off "to the side of the icy sea," when Great Novgorod was finally
subjugated to the power of Moscow by Ivan I11. There in the northlands, Markian Stefanovich married
Apollinaria, a maiden from arich and nobleborn family. The pious spouses raised up their son Simeonin
the fear of God, they gave him afine education, and inculcated in him the love for "book-learning."
Having grown old, Markian and Apollinaria by mutual agreement took monastic vows. Markian (in
monasticism Matfel or Matthew) was afterwards hegumen of the Resurrection monastery in the city of



Keurola. Apollinaria died a schema-monastic with the name Pelagia

Simeon at age 30 was ordained presbyter to the churches of the Transfiguration of the Lord and of the
GreatMartyr George in the Malopinezh district. The holy presbyter Simeon at age 62 with love finished
his pastoral service. With apostolic zeal he laboured over the conversion of the pagan Chud' people. The
rare personal qualities of the pastor contributed much to the success of his preaching. Asthe Chronicle
notes, he possessed a kindly soul and pure mind, a courageous heart, humility and quiet strength, love
for unhypocritical truth, and was merciful to the poor to the point of self-denial. In the final year of his
life, the monk took the schema with the name Sergel and died on 16 November 1585. By the last-will of
the saint, they buried him about the altar of the Transfiguration church. Over his grave was built a
chapel. The old hand-written manuscript tells about the numerous miracles which occurred at the grave
of the saint.

Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth asitisin



heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass
against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A
Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in al theworld;

For only in you can welive in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
L et your way be known upon earth;

Y our saving health among all nations.
L et not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.



Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 28

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life, which you have given usin our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Giveto us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your
will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through
the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after

you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Saint Vincent and The Grenadines.
Vincy.com

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Salvation Army.

The Salvation Army

For the Right Use of God's Gifts
Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess. Grant us grace that we may honor
you with our substance, and, remembering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful

stewards of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Knowledge of God's Creation
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Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds,
and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures. Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of
your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our rolein your eternal
purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Care of Children

Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm
strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever isjust and
true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer of Self-Dedication

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so
control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you,
asyou will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of al mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of thislife; but above al for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selvesto your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Let usblessthe Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia

May the God of hope fill uswith all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Romans 15:13



