
Wednesday, November 4  
Morning Prayer  
Orthodox Saints 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, "I dwell in the high and 
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble 
and to revive the heart of the contrite." Isaiah 57:15 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Jubilate 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 



we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 72 Deus, judicium

1 
Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's son; 

2 
That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice. 

3 
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 
He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 
In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

8 
He shall rule from sea to sea, * 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9 
His foes shall bow down before him, * 



and his enemies lick the dust. 
10 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 
All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 

12 
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

15 
Long may he live! 
and may there be given to him gold from Arabia; * 
may prayer be made for him always, 
and may they bless him all the day long. 

16 
May there be abundance of grain on the earth, 
growing thick even on the hilltops; * 
may its fruit flourish like Lebanon, 
and its grain like grass upon the earth. 

17 
May his Name remain for ever 
and be established as long as the sun endures; * 
may all the nations bless themselves in him and call him blessed. 

18 
Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 
And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament Lesson 



Nehemiah 13:4-22(NRSV)

4 Now before this, the priest Eliashib, who was appointed over the chambers of the house of our God, 
and who was related to Tobiah, 5 prepared for Tobiah a large room where they had previously put the 
grain offering, the frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil, which were given by 
commandment to the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests. 6 While this 
was taking place I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes of Babylon I 
went to the king. After some time I asked leave of the king 7 and returned to Jerusalem. I then 
discovered the wrong that Eliashib had done on behalf of Tobiah, preparing a room for him in the courts 
of the house of God. 8 And I was very angry, and I threw all the household furniture of Tobiah out of the 
room. 9 Then I gave orders and they cleansed the chambers, and I brought back the vessels of the house 
of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense. 10 I also found out that the portions of the Levites 
had not been given to them; so that the Levites and the singers, who had conducted the service, had gone 
back to their fields. 11 So I remonstrated with the officials and said, "Why is the house of God 
forsaken?" And I gathered them together and set them in their stations. 12 Then all Judah brought the 
tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses. 13 And I appointed as treasurers over the 
storehouses the priest Shelemiah, the scribe Zadok, and Pedaiah of the Levites, and as their assistant 
Hanan son of Zaccur son of Mattaniah, for they were considered faithful; and their duty was to distribute 
to their associates. 14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds 
that I have done for the house of my God and for his service. 15 In those days I saw in Judah people 
treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on donkeys; and 
also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day; 
and I warned them at that time against selling food. 16 Tyrians also, who lived in the city, brought in 
fish and all kinds of merchandise and sold them on the sabbath to the people of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 
17 Then I remonstrated with the nobles of Judah and said to them, "What is this evil thing that you are 
doing, profaning the sabbath day? 18 Did not your ancestors act in this way, and did not our God bring 
all this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you bring more wrath on Israel by profaning the sabbath." 19 
When it began to be dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the sabbath, I commanded that the doors 
should be shut and gave orders that they should not be opened until after the sabbath. And I set some of 
my servants over the gates, to prevent any burden from being brought in on the sabbath day. 20 Then the 
merchants and sellers of all kinds of merchandise spent the night outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21 But 
I warned them and said to them, "Why do you spend the night in front of the wall? If you do so again, I 
will lay hands on you." From that time on they did not come on the sabbath. 22 And I commanded the 
Levites that they should purify themselves and come and guard the gates, to keep the sabbath day holy. 
Remember this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your steadfast 
love. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 



Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah  
Surge, illuminare Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, * 
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, * 
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; * 
by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

New Testament Lesson 

Revelation 10:1-11 (NRSV)

1 A great portent appeared in heaven:a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and 



on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony 
of giving birth. 3 Then another portent appeared in heaven:a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and threw 
them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, so that he 
might devour her child as soon as it was born. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule 
all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to God and to his throne; 6 
and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, so that there she can be 
nourished for one thousand two hundred sixty days.  
7 And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his 
angels fought back, 8 but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 
The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver 
of the whole world-he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,  
"Now have come the salvation and the power  
and the kingdom of our God  
and the authority of his Messiah,  
for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down,  
who accuses them day and night before our God.  
11 But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb  
and by the word of their testimony,  
for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.  
12 Rejoice then, you heavens  
and those who dwell in them!  
But woe to the earth and the sea,  
for the devil has come down to you  
with great wrath,  
because he knows that his time is short!" 
13 So when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 
given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she 
could fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to her place where she is nourished for a time, and times, 
and half a time. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent poured water like a river after the woman, to sweep 
her away with the flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman; it opened its mouth and 
swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was angry with the 
woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her children, those who keep the commandments of 
God and hold the testimony of Jesus.  
18 Then the dragon took his stand on the sand of the seashore.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 



Matthew 13:53-58 (NRSV)

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. 
54 He came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they were 
astounded and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? 55 Is not this the 
carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon 
and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?" 57 And they 
took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor except in their own country 
and in their own house." 58 And he did not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah 
Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;* 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,* 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies,* 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

he promised to show mercy to our fathers* 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,* 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear,* 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation* 



by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God* 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,* 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

●     Departure of the Righteous Abba Hilarion the Anchorite 
●     Martyrdom of Saints Paul, Longinus and Deenah (Zaina) 

On this day of the year 472 A.D. the righteous father St. Hilarion the Anchorite departed. He was a 
native of Gaza, the son of pagan parents. They taught him the Greek sciences. When he surpassed his 
companions, he wished still to excel in these sciences. He went to the City of Alexandria and joined its 
school where he acquired many kinds of learning.

The divine zeal moved him to learn the Christian sciences. He asked for the books of the church and 
read them and Abba Alexandros the Patriarch explained to him what was difficult for him to understand. 
He did not hesitate to believe in the Lord Jesus, and the Patriarch baptized him and he gained the divine 
Grace.

He stayed with the Patriarch for a short time, then he went to St. Anthony. When he saw St. Anthony, he 
marvelled at his profound reverence and his shining face through the grace of the Holy Spirit. His heart 
was deeply moved and he desired to join the monastic life. He took off his worldly clothes and put on 
the garb of monasticism and started practising its works with diligent devotion, using St. Anthony as an 
example.

After a while, he heard that his parents had died so he went back to his city, took whatever they had left 
and gave it to the poor and needy. Then he entered one of the monasteries of Syria and followed the path 
of asceticism with great devotion. He used to fast for a whole week, eating vegetables and herbs. God 
enlightened his mind and gave him the gift of prophecy and of performing miracles.

After a period of time St. Epiphanius became a monk in the same monastery, and the abbot of the 
monastery assigned him to St. Hilarion. St. Hilarion taught him the ways of the monastic life and the 
doctrines of the church and prophesied that he would become the Bishop of Cyprus.

The days of this father amounted to eighty years: ten years were spent in the house of his parents, seven 
years in the City of Alexandria and 63 years in worship. He pleased God and departed in a good old age. 



John Chrysostom (the Golden Mouth) praised him in some of his articles and St. Basil mentioned him in 
some of his homilies. 

 
On this day also we commemorate the martyrdom of Saints Paul, Longinus and Deenah (Zaina). 

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  



but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 26 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and laudable 
service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Papua New Guinea. 

The Papua New Guinea Post-Courier Online 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Metropolitan Community Church. 

The Metropolitan Community Church 

For Peace

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength 
known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered 
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

For our Country

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may 
always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with 
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion us into one united 
people. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we 

http://www.postcourier.com.pg/
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may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the President of the  
United States  
and all in Civil Authority

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to your merciful care, 
that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the 
United States, the Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom and 
strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them 
ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 



everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20,21 

  


