Wednesday, November 11
Morning Prayer
Orthodox Saints
Opening Sentence: Pentecost
The Lord isin hisholy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20
Confession

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen usin
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep usin eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory
Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia. The earth isthe Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Comelet ussing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

L et us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise aloud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord isagreat God, *
and agreat King above al gods.



In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The seaishis, for he madeit, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For heisour God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Antiphon
Alleluia. The earth isthe Lord'sfor he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia
Psalm 119:; 97-120

Mem Quomodo dilexi!

97
Oh, how I love your law! *
all theday long it isin my mind.
98
Y our commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *
and it is always with me.
99
| have more understanding than all my teachers, *
for your decrees are my study.
100
| am wiser than the elders, *
because | observe your commandments.
101
| restrain my feet from every evil way, *
that | may keep your word.
102

| do not shrink from your judgments, *
because you yourself have taught me.
103



How sweet are your words to my taste! *
they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.
104
Through your commandments | gain understanding; *
therefore | hate every lying way.

Nun Lucerna pedibus meis

105
Y our word is alantern to my feet *
and alight upon my path.
106
| have sworn and am determined *
to keep your righteous judgments.
107
| am deeply troubled; *
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.
108
Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, *
and teach me your judgments.
109
My lifeisawaysin my hand, *
yet | do not forget your law.
110
The wicked have set atrap for me, *
but | have not strayed from your commandments.
111
Y our decrees are my inheritance for ever; *
truly, they are the joy of my heart.
112

| have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes *
for ever and to the end.

Samekh Iniquos odio habui

113
| hate those who have a divided heart, *
but your law do | love.
114
Y ou are my refuge and shield; *
my hopeisin your word.
115

Away from me, you wicked! *



| will keep the commandments of my God.

116
Sustain me according to your promise, that | may live, *
and let me not be disappointed in my hope.
117
Hold me up, and | shall be safe, *
and my delight shall be ever in your statutes.
118
Y ou spurn al who stray from your statutes; *
their deceitfulnessisin vain.
119
In your sight all the wicked of the earth are but dross; *
therefore | love your decrees.
120
My flesh trembles with dread of you; *
| am afraid of your judgments.
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament L esson

Nehemiah 7:73b-8:3,5-18 (NRSV)

Nehemiah 7

When the seventh month came-the people of Isragl being settled in their towns-
Nehemiah 8

3 Heread from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the law.

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and
when he opened it, al the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the
people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethal,
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to
understand the law, while the people remained in their places. 8 So they read from the book, from the



law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezrathe priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to al the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For al
the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for thisday is
holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD isyour strength.” 11 So the Levites
stilled al the people, saying, "Be quiet, for thisday is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people
went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had
understood the words that were declared to them. 13 On the second day the heads of ancestral houses of
all the people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to the scribe Ezrain order to study the
words of the law. 14 And they found it written in the law, which the LORD had commanded by Moses,
that the people of Israel should live in booths during the festival of the seventh month, 15 and that they
should publish and proclaim in al their towns and in Jerusalem as follows, " Go out to the hills and bring
branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, pam, and other leafy trees to make booths, asit iswritten." 16 So
the people went out and brought them, and made booths for themselves, each on the roofs of their
houses, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and
in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the
captivity made booths and lived in them; for from the days of Jeshua son of Nun to that day the people
of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. 18 And day by day, from the first day to
the last day, he read from the book of the law of God. They kept the festival seven days; and on the
eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the ordinance.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah
Surge, illuminare Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Y our gates will always be open; *



by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Isradl.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.

Y ou will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament Lesson

Revelation 18:21-24 (NRSV)

21 Then amighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying,
"With such violence Babylon the great city

will be thrown down,

and will be found no more;

22 and the sound of harpists and minstrels and of flutists and trumpeters
will be heard in you no more;

and an artisan of any trade

will be found in you no more;

and the sound of the millstone

will be heard in you no more;

23 and the light of alamp

will shinein you no more;

and the voice of bridegroom and bride

will be heard in you no more;

for your merchants were the magnates of the earth,

and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.

24 And in you was found the blood of prophets and of saints,

and of all who have been slaughtered on earth."



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Matthew 15:29-39 (NRSV)

29 After Jesus had |eft that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the mountain,
where he sat down. 30 Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind,
the mute, and many others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, 31 so that the crowd was
amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing.
And they praised the God of Israel. 32 Then Jesus called his disciplesto him and said, "I have
compassion for the crowd, because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat;
and | do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way." 33 The disciples said to
him, "Where are we to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?' 34 Jesus asked them,
"How many loaves have you?' They said, "Seven, and afew small fish." 35 Then ordering the crowd to
sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And al of them ate and
were filled; and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 38 Those who had eaten
were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 After sending away the crowds, he got into the
boat and went to the region of Magadan.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah
Luke 1:68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;*
he has come to his people and set them free.

He hasraised up for us a mighty savior,*
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,

that he would save us from our enemies,*
from the hands of all who hate us.

he promised to show mercy to our fathers*



and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,*
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear,*
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

Y ou, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,*
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation*
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God*
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,*
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

. Martyrdom of Saints Maximus, Nometius, Boctor and Philopus
. Commemoration of St. Cleopas the Apostle and his Companion

On this day we commemorate the martyrdom of the striving Saints Maximus, Nometius, Boctor, and
Philopus. They lived in the days of Emperor Decius; in whose reign, seven young men disappeared in a
mountain cave in Ephesus.

These four saints were from Africa, and they were brethren in Christian love. When Emperor Decius
was torturing the Christians, they agreed together to proclaim their faith. They went to the prince and
confessed that they were Christians and they worshipped Christ only.

He ordered that they be beaten, and they were beaten many times with whips and sticks. Their backs
were also burned with red-hot rods and their bodies rubbed with bits of rags soaked in vinegar and salt
water. They did not change their mind and some of the people present believed in the Lord Jesus when
they saw their patience and endurance. Finally the prince ordered the heads of some of the saintsto be
cut off and the sword to be used to mutilate the bodies of the others. Thereupon they al received crowns



of martyrdom.

Also on this day we commemorate St. Cleopas the Apostle and his companion who were on their way to
the village called Emmaus:. "And they talked together of all these things which had happened. So it was,
while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes
were restrained, so that they did not know Him. And He said to them, "What kind of conversation isthis
that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?”

Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, "Are Y ou the only stranger in
Jerusalem, and have Y ou not known the things which happened there in these days?' And He said to
them, "What things?' So they said to Him, "The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, "and how the chief priests and our
rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him.

"But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today isthe
third day since these things happened. "Y es, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the
tomb early, astonished us. "When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a
vision of angels who said He was alive. And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see". Then He said to them, "O foolish ones,
and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! "Ought not the Christ to have suffered
these things and to enter into His glory?' And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to
them in al the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone
farther. But they constrained Him, saying, "Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day isfar
spent”. And He went in to stay with them. Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him;
and He vanished from their sight” (Luke 24:13-31).

These two apostles were among the Seventy Two Apostles.
Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth asitisin
heaven.

Give usthis day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass
against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A
Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

L et your people sing with joy.



Give peace, O Lord, in al theworld;

For only in you can welive in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
L et your way be known upon earth;

Y our saving health among all nations.
L et not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 27

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselvesas heis
pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



World Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the people of Romania.

M ediafax (Romanian Press Agency)

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer
We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.

The Presbyterian Church U.S.A

For Peace

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength
known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that al peoples may be gathered
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now
and for ever. Amen.

For our Country

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may
always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion;
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion usinto one united
people. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we
may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the President of the
United States
and all in Civil Authority

O Lord our Governor, whose glory isin all the world: We commend this nation to your merciful care,
that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the
United States, the Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom and
strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them
ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.


http://www.mediafax.ro/eng/index.shtml
http://www.pcusa.org/

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where thereisinjury,
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled
asto console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved asto love.

For it isin giving that we receive; it isin pardoning that we are pardoned; and it isin dying that we are
born to eterna life. Amen.

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of al mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of thislife; but above al for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selvesto your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Benediction
Let usblessthe Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21



