
Friday, November 13  
Morning Prayer  
Orthodox Saints 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

We confess to you, Lord. 



Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our blindness to human need and 
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;  

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.



And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come let us sing to the Lord; *  
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, *  
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, *  
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 88 Domine, Deus

1 
O LORD, my God, my Savior, * 
by day and night I cry to you. 

2 
Let my prayer enter into your presence; * 



incline your ear to my lamentation. 
3 

For I am full of trouble; * 
my life is at the brink of the grave. 

4 
I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; * 
I have become like one who has no strength; 

5 
Lost among the dead, * 
like the slain who lie in the grave, 

6 
Whom you remember no more, * 
for they are cut off from your hand. 

7 
You have laid me in the depths of the Pit, * 
in dark places, and in the abyss. 

8 
Your anger weighs upon me heavily, * 
and all your great waves overwhelm me. 

9 
You have put my friends far from me; 
you have made me to be abhorred by them; * 
I am in prison and cannot get free. 

10 
My sight has failed me because of trouble; * 
LORD, I have called upon you daily; 
I have stretched out my hands to you. 

11 
Do you work wonders for the dead? * 
will those who have died stand up and give you thanks? 

12 
Will your loving-kindness be declared in the grave? * 
your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 

13 
Will your wonders be known in the dark? * 
or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten? 

14 
But as for me, O LORD, I cry to you for help; * 
in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

15 
LORD, why have you rejected me? * 
why have you hidden your face from me? 

16 



Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the point of death; * 
I have borne your terrors with a troubled mind. 

17 
Your blazing anger has swept over me; * 
your terrors have destroyed me; 

18 
They surround me all day long like a flood; * 
they encompass me on every side. 

19 
My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me, * 
and darkness is my only companion. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament Lesson 

1 Macc. 1:41-63 (NRSV)

41 Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one people, 42 and that all should give 
up their particular customs. 43 All the Gentiles accepted the command of the king. Many even from 
Israel gladly adopted his religion; they sacrificed to idols and profaned the sabbath. 44 And the king sent 
letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah; he directed them to follow customs strange 
to the land, 45 to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the sanctuary, to profane 
sabbaths and festivals, 46 to defile the sanctuary and the priests, 47 to build altars and sacred precincts 
and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and other unclean animals, 48 and to leave their sons 
uncircumcised. They were to make themselves abominable by everything unclean and profane, 49 so 
that they would forget the law and change all the ordinances. 50 He added, "And whoever does not obey 
the command of the king shall die."  
51 In such words he wrote to his whole kingdom. He appointed inspectors over all the people and 
commanded the towns of Judah to offer sacrifice, town by town. 52 Many of the people, everyone who 
forsook the law, joined them, and they did evil in the land; 53 they drove Israel into hiding in every 
place of refuge they had.  
54 Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred forty-fifth year, they erected a desolating 
sacrilege on the altar of burnt offering. They also built altars in the surrounding towns of Judah, 55 and 
offered incense at the doors of the houses and in the streets. 56 The books of the law that they found 
they tore to pieces and burned with fire. 57 Anyone found possessing the book of the covenant, or 
anyone who adhered to the law, was condemned to death by decree of the king. 58 They kept using 
violence against Israel, against those who were found month after month in the towns. 59 On the twenty-
fifth day of the month they offered sacrifice on the altar that was on top of the altar of burnt offering. 60 



According to the decree, they put to death the women who had their children circumcised, 61 and their 
families and those who circumcised them; and they hung the infants from their mothers' necks.  
62 But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat unclean food. 63 They 
chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or to profane the holy covenant; and they did die. 64 Very 
great wrath came upon Israel. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 10 The Second Song of Isaiah  
Quaerite Dominum Isaiah 55:6-11

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
call upon him when he draws near.

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
and the evil ones their thoughts;

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
and return not again, but water the earth,

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
seed for sowing and bread for eating,

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
it will not return to me empty;

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
and prosper in that for which I sent it.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

New Testament Lesson 

Revelation 19:11-16 (NRSV)

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 
diadems; and he has a name inscribed that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped 
in blood, and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, wearing fine linen, 
white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of 
the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, 
"King of kings and Lord of lords."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 16:13-20 (NRSV)

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?" 14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon 
Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20 Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb  
Dignus es Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 



are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for ever more. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

●     Departure of St. Keriakos 
●     Departure of St. Athanasius and his sister Irene 

On this day we commemorate the departure of the holy father Keriakos. He grew up in the City of 
Corinth in Greece, the son of Orthodox Christian parents, who taught him the doctrine of the Church. 
They brought him to his cousin Abba Peter, Bishop of Corinth, who ordained him a deacon. Keriakos 
read continually and studied the Holy Scriptures until he surpassed many. Abba Peter commanded him 
to read to the people in the church and to him in his cell, and he was happy to do so.

When he was eighteen years old his parents asked him if he wished to marry, but he refused. He asked 
them for permission to visit one of the monasteries in order to be blessed by the saints

therein. He visited the monastery from time to time and he longed for the monastic apparel. He went to 
Jerusalem, met its bishop, Abba Cyril and discussed with him his desire to be a monk. Abba Cyril 
encouraged him and prophesied that he would become a great father, would do good work, and many 
souls would be enlightened by his teachings. He blessed him and sent him to the Great father Otimus, 
the father of the monks of Palestine.

Father Otimus accepted him with joy, put the garb of the monk on him and delivered him to one of the 
elders of the monastery to teach him the ways of worship and warn him of the trickery of Satan. Abba 



Keriakos lived an ascetic life abounding in righteousness, humility and piety. God bestowed upon him 
the gift of healing so that he could heal all the sick people who came to the monastery with all kinds of 
infirmities. Word of his virtues and his holiness spread everywhere.

Abba Keriakos accompanied Abba Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, to the Ecumenical Council of 
Constantinople where 150 bishops gathered to condemn the heresy of Macedonius, the enemy of the 
Holy Spirit. Abba Keriakos opposed and vanquished him by evidences and proofs from the Bible.

He departed at a ripe old age and the Lord made manifest many signs through his body after his 
departure. His body still rests in one of the monasteries in the City of Jerusalem, without any change or 
decay, to the extent that anyone who sees him today would think that he died only a short while ago, 
though several hundreds of years had passed since his death. He lived at the time of Theodosius the 
Great in the later part the fourth century. 

 
On this day also we commemorate the departure of St. Athanasius and his sister Irene after they suffered 
many tortures at the hands of Maximianus.

When Maximianus failed to turn them away from their faith in Christ he ordered that they be thrown 
into an empty pit, and that it be closed, wherein they departed. 

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 



the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 



Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 27 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 
pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

A Collect for Fridays 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into 
glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it 
none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Rwanda. 

Rwanda Post 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Christian Reformed Church. 

http://www.rwandapost.com/


The Christian Reformed Church 

For Our Enemies

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 
prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable 
us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Social Justice

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers which 
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may 
live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Young Persons

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them that 
your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after 
selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. 
Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

http://www.crcna.org/


A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20,21 

  


