Monday, November 23
Morning Prayer
Clement
Opening Sentence: Pentecost
The Lord isin hisholy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20
Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen usin
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep usin eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory
Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia. The earth isthe Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia.
Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Comelet ussing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

L et us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise aloud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord isagreat God, *
and agreat King above al gods.



In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The seaishis, for he madeit, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For heisour God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Antiphon
Alleluia. The earth isthe Lord'sfor he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia
Psalm 106

Part | Confitemini Domino

1
Hallelujah!
Give thanksto the LORD, for heisgood, *
for his mercy enduresfor ever.
2
Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD *
or show forth al his praise?
3
Happy are those who act with justice *
and always do what isright!
4
Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, *
and visit me with your saving help;
5
That | may see the prosperity of your elect
and be glad with the gladness of your people, *
that | may glory with your inheritance.
6

We have sinned as our forebears did; *



we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.

7
In Egypt they did not consider your marvelous works,
nor remember the abundance of your love; *
they defied the Most High at the Red Sea.
8
But he saved them for his Name's sake, *
to make his power known.
9
He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up, *
and he led them through the deep as through a desert.
10
He saved them from the hand of those who hated them *
and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.
11
The waters covered their oppressors; *
not one of them was |eft.
12
Then they believed his words *
and sang him songs of praise.
13
But they soon forgot his deeds *
and did not wait for his counsel.
14
A craving seized them in the wilderness, *
and they put God to the test in the desert.
15
He gave them what they asked, *
but sent leanness into their soul.
16
They envied Moses in the camp, *
and Aaron, the holy one of the LORD.
17
The earth opened and swallowed Dathan *
and covered the company of Abiram.
18
Fire blazed up against their company, *
and flames devoured the wicked.
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



Old Testament Lesson
Joel 3:1-2,9-17 (NRSV)

1 For then, in those days and at that time, when | restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 | will
gather al the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat, and | will enter into judgment
with them there, on account of my people and my heritage I srael, because they have scattered them
among the nations. They have divided my land,

9 Proclaim this among the nations:
Prepare war,

stir up the warriors.

Let all the soldiers draw near,

let them come up.

10 Beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into spears;
let the weakling say, "I am awarrior."

11 Come quickly,

al you nations all around,

gather yourselves there.

Bring down your warriors, O LORD.

12 L et the nations rouse themsel ves,

and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat;
for there | will sit to judge

all the neighboring nations.

13 Put in the sickle,

for the harvest isripe.

Go in, tread,

for the wine pressisfull.
The vats overflow,

for their wickednessis grest.

14 Multitudes, multitudes,

in the valley of decision!

For the day of the LORD is near

in the valley of decision.

15 The sun and the moon are darkened,
and the stars withdraw their shining.



16 The LORD roars from Zion,

and utters his voice from Jerusalem,

and the heavens and the earth shake.

But the LORD isarefuge for his people,
astronghold for the people of Isradl.

17 So you shall know that I, the LORD your God,
dwell in Zion, my holy mountain.

And Jerusalem shall be haly,

and strangers shall never again pass through it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 9 The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus |saiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
| will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rgjoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanksto the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and thisisknown in all the world.

Cry adoud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you isthe Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, isnow, and will be for ever. Amen.



New Testament Lesson
1 Peter 1:1-12 (NRSV)

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 who have been
chosen and destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to
be sprinkled with his blood:

May grace and peace be yours in abundance. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. 6 In thisyou rejoice, even if now for alittle while you have had to suffer varioustrials, 7
so that the genuineness of your faith-being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by
fire-may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that was to be yours made
careful search and inquiry, 11 inquiring about the person or time that the Spirit of Christ within them
indicated when it testified in advance to the sufferings destined for Christ and the subsequent glory. 12 It
was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in regard to the things that have
now been announced to you through those who brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven-things into which angels long to look!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Matthew 19:1-12 (NRSV)

1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went to the region of Judea beyond
the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and he cured them there.

3 Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, "Isit lawful for aman to divorce hiswife for
any cause?' 4 He answered, "Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning 'made
them male and female,' 5 and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to hiswife, and the two shall become one flesh'? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 7 They said to him, "Why then did Moses command
usto give acertificate of dismissal and to divorce her?' 8 He said to them, "It was because you were so
hard-hearted that M oses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And



| say to you, whoever divorces hiswife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits adultery.”
10 His disciples said to him, "If such is the case of a man with hiswife, it is better not to marry." 11 But
he said to them, "Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there
are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by
others, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of
heaven. L et anyone accept this who can.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 19 The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,

great deeds are they that you have done, *
surpassing human understanding.

Y our ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of al the ages

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord
and sing the praises of your Name
for you only are the Holy One.

All nations will draw near and fall down before you
because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Clement, 23 November 1007

Clement is counted as the third bishop of Rome (after the apostles). His predecessors are Linus and
Cletus (or Anacletus, or Anencletus), about whom almost nothing is known. They are ssmply names on a
list. Clement is alittle more than this, chiefly because he wrote a letter to the Corinthians, which was
highly valued by the early church, and has been preserved to the present day. The letter itself does not
carry his name, but is merely addressed from the congregation at Rome to the congregation at Corinth.
However, aletter from Corinth to Rome afew decades |ater refers to "the letter we received from your
bishop Clement, which we still read regularly." Other early writers are unanimous in attributing the
letter to Clement. Perhaps because this letter made his name familiar, he has had an early anonymous
sermon (commonly called I Clement) attributed to him, and is a character in some early religious
romances (e.g. the Clementine Recognitions).



One story about Clement is that he was put to death by being tied to an anchor and thrown into the sea.
Accordingly, heis often depicted with an anchor, and many churchesin port towns intended to minister
chiefly to mariners are named for him.

The Epistle of Clement To the Corinthians (also called | Clement) can be found in collections of the
writings of the Apostolic Fathers, such as the Penguin Paperback Early Christian Writings, translated by
Maxwell Staniforth. The letter is commonly dated around 96 Ad, but recently an earlier date has been
suggested.

The letter is occasioned by the fact that a group of Christians at Corinth had banded together against
their leaders and had deposed them from office. Clement writes to tell them that they have behaved
badly, and to remind them of the importance of Christian unity and love. He speaks at length of the way
in which each kind of official in the church has his own function for the good of the whole. The letter is
an important witness to the early Christian understanding of Church government, but an ambiguous
witness in that we are never told precisely why the Corinthians had deposed their leaders, and therefore
the letter can be read as saying that presbyters ought not to be deposed without reasonable grounds, or as
saying that they cannot be deposed on any grounds at all.

The letter refers only to the presbyters of Corinth, and makes no reference to the bishop of Corinth.
Moreover, there is no mention of a bishop at Rome--the letter is sent as from the Church at Rome
collectively, and Clement's name does not appear. From this, some have inferred that the office of
bishop had not yet developed at either Rome or Corinth, and that in both congregations the office of
presbyter was the highest office known. A probable alternate explanation, however, is that the troubles
in Corinth had arisen when the bishop of that congregation had died, and the congregation had split into
factions, none containing both a majority of the presbyters and a majority of the congregation.

The letter makes no apology for intervening in what might be thought an internal affair of the
congregation at Corinth. On the contrary, the writer apologizes for the delay in commenting, asif an
earlier intervention might have been expected. From this, some have inferred that, even at this early date
(96 AD or, some think, earlier), when the Apostle John was perhaps still alive, the authority and
jurisdiction of the Roman congregation over every other congregation of the Christian Church was
aready universally conceded. However, a perfectly reasonable alternative explanation is that the
congregation at Corinth, torn by division, had agreed to settle their disputes by inviting another
congregation, or the head of another congregation, to act as arbitrator. This would be a reasonable thing
to do, and the choice of Rome as that congregation was natural, partly because of the prestige of the city,
and the prestige of one of the largest congregations in the Church, and because the Corinth of Clement's
day had been built as a Roman colony, with a special dependence directly on the city of Rome (acivil
relation that might affect the habits of thought of the Corinthians on matters ecclestiastical as well), but
also because Rome was far enough away so that it could be assumed to be impartial and not affected by
local personalities.

From Clement's Letter to the Corinthians:



L et the one truly possessed by the love of Christ kegp his commandments. Who can express the binding
power of divine love? Who can find words for the splendor of its beauty? Beyond all description are the
heights to which it lifts us. Love unites usto God; "it cancelsinnumerable sins,” has no limits to its
endurance, bears everything patiently. Love is neither servile nor arrogant. It does not provoke schisms
or form cliques, but always acts in harmony with others. By it all God's chosen ones have been
sanctified; without it, it isimpossible to please him. Out of love the Lord took us to himself; because he
loved us and it was God's will, our Lord Jesus Christ gave hislife'sblood for us -- he gave his body for
our body, his soul for our soul.

See then, beloved, what a great and wonderful thing love is, and how inexpressible its perfection. Who
are worthy to possessit unless God makes them so? To him therefore we must turn, begging of his
mercy that there may be found in us alove free from human partiality and beyond reproach. Every
generation from Adam's time to ours has passed away; but those who by God's grace were made perfect
in love and have a dwelling now among the saints, and when at last the kingdom of Christ appears, they
will be revealed. "Take shelter in your rooms for alittle while," says Scripture, "until my wrath subsides.
Then | will remember the good days, and will raise you from your graves."

Happy are we, beloved, if love enables usto live in harmony and in the observance of God's
commandments, for then it will also gain for us the remission of our sins. Scripture pronounces "happy
those whose transgressions are pardoned, whose sins are forgiven. Happy the one," it says, "to whom the
Lord imputes no fault, on whose lips thereis no guile." Thisisthe blessing given those whom God has
chosen through Jesus Christ our Lord. To him be glory for ever and ever.

Let usfix our attention on the blood of Christ and recognize how preciousit isto God his Father, since it
was shed for our salvation and brought the grace of repentance to all the world.

If we review the various ages of history, we will see that in every generation the Lord has "offered the
opportunity of repentance” to any who were willing to turn to him. When Noah preached God's message
of repentance, al who listened to him were saved. Jonah told the Ninevites they were going to be
destroyed, but when they repented, their prayers gained God's forgiveness for their sins, and they were
saved, even though they were not of God's people.

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the ministers of God's grace have spoken of repentance; indeed,
the Master of the whole universe himself spoke of repentance with an oath: "As| live," saysthe Lord, "l
do not wish the death of the sinner but the sinner's repentance.” He added this evidence of his goodness:
"House of Israel, repent of your wickedness. Tell my people: If their sins should reach from earth to
heaven, if they are brighter than scarlet and blacker than sackcloth, you need only turn to me with your
whole heart and say, "Father,' and | will listen to you asto a holy people.”

In other words, God wanted all his beloved ones to have the opportunity to repent and he confirmed this
desire by hisown amighty will. That is why we should obey his sovereign and glorious will and



prayerfully entreat his mercy and kindness. We should be suppliant before him and turn to his
compassion, rejecting empty works and quarreling and jealousy which only lead to death.

We should be humble in mind, putting aside all arrogance, pride, and foolish anger. Rather, we should
act in accordance with the Scriptures, as the Holy Spirit says: " The wise must not glory in wisdom nor
the strong in strength nor the rich in riches. Rather, let the one who glories glory in the Lord, by seeking
him and doing what is right and just.” Recall especially what the Lord Jesus said when he taught
gentleness and forbearance. "Be merciful,” he said, "so that you may have mercy shown to you. Forgive,
so that you may be forgiven. Asyou treat others, so you will be treated. Asyou give, so you will
receive. Asyou judge, so you will be judged. Asyou are kind to others, so you will be treated kindly.
The measure of your giving will be the measure of your receiving.”

L et these commandments and precepts strengthen us to live in humble obedience to his sacred words. As
Scripture asks: "Whom shall | ook upon with favor except the humble, peaceful one who trembles at my
words?"

Sharing then in the heritage of so many vast and glorious achievements, let us hasten toward the goal of
peace, set before us from the beginning. Let us keep our eyes firmly fixed on the Father and Creator of
the whole universe, and hold fast to his splendid and transcendent gifts of peace and all his blessings.

written by James Kiefer
Prayer

Almighty God, who chose your servant Clement of Rome to recall the Church in Corinth to obedience
and stability: Grant that your Church may be grounded and settled in your truth by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, and may evermore be kept blamelessin your service; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth asitisin
heaven.

Give usthis day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass
against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A
Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
L et your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in al theworld,;

For only in you can we live in safety.



Lord, keep this nation under your care;

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
L et your way be known upon earth;

Y our saving health among all nations.
L et not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 29

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it isto restore al things in your well-beloved Son, the King
of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin,
may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Mission

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone
might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe usin your Spirit that we, reaching forth

our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the
honor of your Name. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the people of SierraLeone.

SierraLeone Web



http://www.sierra-leone.org/

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer
We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Worldwide Church of God.

The Worldwide Church of God

For All Sorts and Conditions

O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for al sorts and conditions of people;
that you would be pleased to make your ways known unto them, your saving health unto all nations.
More especially we pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by your
good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and
hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend
to your fatherly goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate;
that it may please you to comfort and relieve them according to their several necessities, giving them
patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus
Christ's sake. Amen.

For the Poor and Neglected

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom it
would be easy for usto forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and al who have
none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

For Those Who Live Alone

Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who live alone may not be
lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps, they may find fulfillment in loving you and their
neighbors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where thereisinjury,
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled
asto console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.

For it isin giving that we receive; it isin pardoning that we are pardoned; and it isin dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.


http://www.wcg.org/

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of al mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of thislife; but above all for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selvesto your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to comelife
everlasting. Amen.

Benediction
Let usblessthe Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia

May the God of hope fill uswith all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Romans 15:13



