
Tuesday, November 24  
Morning Prayer  
Orthodox Saints 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, "I dwell in the high and 
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble 
and to revive the heart of the contrite." Isaiah 57:15 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Jubilate 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 



we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos

1 
I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 
My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 
He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 
The LORD himself watches over you; * 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

6 
So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

7 
The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 
The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

Psalm 122 Laetatus sum



1 
I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

2 
Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 
Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 

4 
To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 
For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 
Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 
For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 
Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 

Psalm 123 Ad te levavi oculos meos

1 
To you I lift up my eyes, * 
to you enthroned in the heavens. 

2 
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

3 
So our eyes look to the LORD our God, * 
until he show us his mercy. 

4 



Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, * 
for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

5 
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
and of the derision of the proud. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament Lesson 

Nahum 1:1-13 (NRSV)

1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh. 
2 A jealous and avenging God is the LORD,  
the LORD is avenging and wrathful;  
the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries  
and rages against his enemies.  
3 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power,  
and the LORD will by no means clear the guilty.  
His way is in whirlwind and storm,  
and the clouds are the dust of his feet.  
4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry,  
and he dries up all the rivers;  
Bashan and Carmel wither,  
and the bloom of Lebanon fades.  
5 The mountains quake before him,  
and the hills melt;  
the earth heaves before him,  
the world and all who live in it.  
6 Who can stand before his indignation?  
Who can endure the heat of his anger?  
His wrath is poured out like fire,  
and by him the rocks are broken in pieces.  
7 The LORD is good,  
a stronghold in a day of trouble;  
he protects those who take refuge in him,  
8 even in a rushing flood.  
He will make a full end of his adversaries,  
and will pursue his enemies into darkness.  



9 Why do you plot against the LORD?  
He will make an end;  
no adversary will rise up twice.  
10 Like thorns they are entangled,  
like drunkards they are drunk;  
they are consumed like dry straw.  
11 From you one has gone out  
who plots evil against the LORD,  
who counsels wickedness.  
12 Thus says the LORD,  
"Though they are at full strength and many,  
they will be cut off and pass away.  
Though I have afflicted you,  
I will afflict you no more.  
13 And now I will break off his yoke from you  
and snap the bonds that bind you."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 13 Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 
Benedictus es, Domine 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 



New Testament Lesson 

1 Peter 1:13-25 (NRSV)

13 Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that 
Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14 Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 15 Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves 
in all your conduct; 16 for it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."  
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 
God.  
22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 
mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but 
of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For  
"All flesh is like grass  
and all its glory like the flower of grass.  
The grass withers,  
and the flower falls,  
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever."  
That word is the good news that was announced to you. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 19:13-22 (NRSV)

13 Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. 
The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14 but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to 
me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs." 15 And he laid 
his hands on them and went on his way. 16 Then someone came to him and said, "Teacher, what good 
deed must I do to have eternal life?" 17 And he said to him, "Why do you ask me about what is good? 
There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments." 18 He said to 
him, "Which ones?" And Jesus said, "You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." 20 The young man said to him, "I have kept all these; what do I still lack?" 21 



Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 22 When the young man heard this word, 
he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb  
Dignus es Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for ever more. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

●     Departure of St. Martinus, Bishop of the City of Thrace 
●     Holy GreatMartyr Mercurius [Mercury] (III) 
●     Holy GreatMartyress Catherine (+305-313) 
●     Martyr Merkurii of Smolensk (+1239) 
●     Monk Merkurii, Faster of Pechersk, in Farther Caves (XIV) 
●     Martyress Augusta 
●     Martyrs Porphyry the General and 200 Soldiers (+305-311) 
●     Monk Simon of Soiginsk (+1562) 
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On this day we commemorate the departure of the great St. Martinus, Bishop of Thrace. He was born to 
Christian parents in a city called Sorpeia. He grew up to be gentle and a worshipper who kept the 
Orthodox faith. He did not spare any effort in resisting the followers of Arius, who were enraged by him.

Eventually, many times they waited for him on a road and beat him. When they continued chasing him, 
he left the city and went to live in a cave near the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. There he sustained 
himself by eating plants.

When his reputation spread throughout the country, he was chosen to be Bishop of Thrace. He lived an 
apostolic life and grew in love and mercy towards many people. The Lord performed many miracles 
through him. Once when he was passing by, he saw a person stopping a funeral procession and 
preventing the deceased person's family from burying him claiming that the deceased owed him four 
hundred dinars. This holy father entreated him to release the dead body, but the man refused. The Saint 
prayed and entreated God to make the truth known.

The dead man was raised immediately and rebuked the man who falsely accused him exposing his lies 
before those present. Subsequently, the unjust man died and the man who was raised up from death 
through the prayers of St. Martinus, went back to his home and lived many years.

This holy father completed his distinguished life and departed in peace. 

The Holy GreatMartyr Mercurius (Mercury), a Skyth by descent, served as a soldier in the Roman army. 
The impious emperors Decius (249-251) and Valerian (253-259) issued a law, ordering all Roman 
citizens to worship the pagan gods and condemning Christians to death.

During these times barbarians attacked the Roman empire, and the emperor Decius went on campaign 
with a large army. In one of the battles an Angel of the Lord appeared to Mercurius and presented him a 
sword with the words: "Fear not. Go forth bravely against the enemy. And when thou art victorious, 
forget not the Lord thy God." With this sword the holy warrior broke through the ranks of the barbarian 
horde; he destroyed an hoste of the enemy and killed the leader of the barbarians, winning victory for the 
Romans. The grateful emperor rewarded Saint Mercurius for his bravery, and made him a military 
commander.

The Angel of the Lord appeared again to the holy warrior, who had received great honours and riches, 
and reminded him by Whom the victory had been given, and bidding him to serve the Lord. Saint 
Mercurius recalled that his father Gordian had also confessed the Christian faith; he himself had been 
baptised and with all his soul he yearned for Christ. He refused to participate in the solemn offering of 
sacrifice to the pagan gods and was summoned before the dread emperor. Openly declaring himself a 
Christian, Mercurius threw down at the feet of the emperor his soldier's belt and mantle and he 



repudiated all the honours. The Angel of the Lord again appeared to Saint Mercurius in the prison, 
encouraging him and inspiring him to bravely endure all the suffering for Christ.

They stretched the holy martyr over fire; they cut at him with knives, and lashed at him so much, that the 
blood from his wounds extinguished the fire. But each time, when they threw him back into the prison 
nearly dying from his wounds, Saint Mercurius received complete healing from the Lord, manifesting 
before the impious the great power of faith in Christ. Condemned to a sentence of death, the saint was 
deemed worthy of a vision of the Lord Himself, promising him a quick release from his sufferings. The 
GreatMartyr Mercurius was beheaded at Caesarea Cappadocia. His holy body exuded fragrant myrh and 
incense, bestowing healing on many of the sick.

Even after his death the warrior of Christ, united unto the Heavenly Church, served a soldier's service for 
the good of the earthly Church. Through the prayer of Sainted Basil the Great (commemorated 1 
January) in front of an icon of the MostHoly Mother of God for deliverance of Christians under 
persecution of the Christian faith by the emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363), the Mediatrix for 
Christians dispatched the holy Warrior Mercurius in assist from the Church Triumphant unto the Church 
Militant. The image of the holy GreatMartyr Mercurius, depicted on the icon alongside the image of the 
MostHoly Mother of God, became invisible. It reappeared again later with a bloodied spear.

At this very moment Julian the Apostate on his Persian campaign was pierced by the spear of an 
unknown assailant, who disappeared immediately. The mortally wounded Julian, as he lay dying, cried 
out: "Thou hast conquered, Galileian!" 

The Holy GreatMartyress Catherine was the daughter of the governor of Alexandrian Egypt Constus 
during the reign of the emperor Maximian (305-313). Living in the capital -- the centre of Hellenistic 
knowledge, and possessed of an uncommon beauty and intellect -- Catherine received a most splendid of 
educations, having studied the works of the finest philosophers and teachers of antiquity. Young men 
from the most worthy families of the empire sought the hand of the beautiful Catherine, but none of 
them was chosen. She declared to her parents that she would be agreeable to enter into marriage only 
with someone who surpassed her in illustriousness, wealth, comeliness and wisdom.

Catherine's mother, a secret Christian, sent her for advice to her own spiritual father -- a saintly elder 
pursuing prayerful deeds in solitude in a cave not far from the city. Having listened to Catherine, the 
elder said that he knew of a Youth, who surpassed her in everything, such that "His beauty was more 
radiant than the shining of the sun, His wisdom governed all creation, His riches were spread throughout 
all the world -- this however did not diminish but rather added to the inexpressible loftiness of His 
lineage". The image of the Heavenly Bridegroom produced in the soul of the holy maiden an ardent 
desire to see Him. Truth, to which her soul yearned, revealed it to her. In parting, the elder handed 
Catherine an icon of the Mother of God with the God-Child Jesus on Her arm and bid her to pray with 
faith to the Queen of Heaven -- the Mother of the Heavenly Bridegroom -- for the bestowing of the 



vision of Her Son.

Catherine prayed all night and was given to see the MostHoly Virgin, Who sent Her Divine Son to look 
upon the kneeling of Catherine before Them. But the Child turned His face away from her saying, that 
He was not able to look at her because she was ugly, of shabby lineage, beggarly and mindless like 
every person -- not washed with the waters of holy Baptism and not sealed with the seal of the Holy 
Spirit. Catherine returned again to the elder deeply saddened. He lovingly received her, instructed her in 
the faith of Christ, admonished her to preserve her purity and integrity and to pray unceasingly; he then 
performed over her the mystery/sacrament of holy Baptism. And again Saint Catherine had a vision of 
the MostHoly Mother of God with Her Child. Now the Lord looked tenderly at her and gave her a ring -- 
a wondrous gift of the Heavenly Bridegroom.

At this time the emperor Maximian was himself in Alexandria for a pagan feastday. Because of this, the 
feast was especially splendid and crowded. The cries of the sacrificial animals, the smoke and the smell 
of the sacrifices, the endless blazing of fires, and the bustling crowds at the arenas filled Alexandria. 
Human victims also were brought -- because they consigned to death in the fire the confessors in Christ, 
those not recanting from Him under torture. The Saint's love for the Christian martyrs and her fervent 
desire to lighten their fate impelled Catherine to go to the pagan head-priest and ruler of the empire, the 
emperor-persecutor Maximian.

Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith in the One True God and with wisdom denounced the 
errors of the pagans. The beauty of the maiden captivated the emperor. In order to convince her and 
show the superiourity of pagan wisdom, the emperor gave orders to gather 50 of the most learned men 
(rhetoricians) of the empire, but the Saint got the better of the wise men, such that they themselves came 
to believe in Christ. Saint Catherine shielded the martyrs with the sign of the cross, and they bravely 
accepted death for Christ and were burnt by order of the emperor.

Maximian, no longer hoping to convince the saint, tried to entice her with the promise of riches and 
fame. Having received an angry refusal, the emperor gave orders to subject the saint to terrible tortures 
and then throw her in prison. The Empress Augusta, who had heard much about the saint, wanted to see 
her. Having prevailed upon the military-commander Porphyry to accompany her with a detachment of 
soldiers, Augusta went to the prison. The empress was impressed by the strong spirit of Saint Catherine, 
whose face glowed with Divine grace. The holy martyress explained the Christian teaching to the newly-
arrived, and they in believing were converted to Christ.

On the following day they again brought the martyress to the judgement court where, under the threat of 
being broken on the wheel, they urged that she recant from the Christian faith and offer sacrifice to the 
gods. The saint steadfastly confessed Christ and she herself approached the wheels; but an Angel 
smashed the instruments of execution, which broke up into pieces with many pagans passing nearby. 
Having beheld this wonder, the empress Augusta and the imperial courtier Porphyry with 200 soldiers 
confessed their faith in Christ in front of everyone, and they were beheaded. Maximian again tried to 
entice the holy martyress, proposing marriage to her, and again he received a refusal. Saint Catherine 



firmly confessed her fidelity to the Heavenly Bridegroom -- Christ, and with a prayer to Him she herself 
put her head on the block under the sword of the executioner. The relics of Saint Catherine were taken 
by the Angels to Mount Sinai. In the VI Century, through a revelation, the venerable head and left hand 
of the holy martyress were found and transferred with honour to a newly-constructed church of the Sinai 
monastery, built by the holy emperor Justinian (527-565; commemorated 14 November). 

The Holy Martyr Merkurii of Smolensk was a Slav by birth, probably from Moravia, the descendant of a 
princely line. Brought up in Orthodoxy, Saint Merkurii in zeal for the true faith set off from his own 
native land to Rus', where he served in the army of the Smolensk prince. The saintly soldier secretly led 
an ascetic life -- he was strict in fasting, chaste, spending his nights at prayer, and spiritually preparing 
himself to suffer for faith in Christ. In the year 1239 an horde of Tatars [Mongols], having already laid 
waste to many a Russian city, appeared in the vicinity of Smolensk and set up camp 25 versts from it at 
Dolgomost', threatening with ruin the city and its holy places. A church-warden, praying by night in the 
Smolensk cathedral in front of a wonderworking image of the Mother of God, heard the voice of the 
Queen of Heaven, commanding him to find the holy warrior and say to him: "Merkurii, go forth into 
military foray, as the Sovereign Lady doth summon thee." The soldier himself came into the cathedral 
and heard the voice of the All-Pure Virgin, sending him to fight the enemy and promising him Heavenly 
help.

The warrior of Christ set off that very night to the Tatar camp at Dolgomost'. He fought there with the 
leader of the Tatar army -- a giant possessed of immense strength. He killed him and entered into single-
combat with the enemy host. Invoking the Name of the Lord and of the All-Pure Mother of God, the 
holy warrior destroyed many of the enemy. The Tatar warriors watch with terror as lightning-bearing 
men and a radiant Woman aided Saint Merkurii in the fight, and unable to stand up against the warrior 
of Christ, they retreated in flight. Saint Merkurii in the battle was himself killed by the son of the Tatar 
giant killed by him.

The inhabitants of Smolensk, saved through the miraculous intervention of the Lord and the MostHoly 
Mother of God, reverently buried the body of the soldier-martyr in the cathedral of the Dormition of the 
MostHoly Mother of God. Soon after his death, Saint Merkurii appeared in a vision to the church-
warden and ordered that his armour be hung over the grave, promising the Smolensk people constant 
help and intervention in every sorrow and struggle. Even now at present in the Smolensk cathedral 
church are still preserved the sandals of the holy Martyr Merkurii. The festal celebration to him was 
established at the end of the XVI Century, and already in 1509 the inhabitants of Smolensk were calling 
him their especial patron. 

The Monk Merkurii of Kievo-Pechersk pursued asceticism in the Farther Caves in the XIV Century, and 
was strict at fasting. During his lifetime the Monk Merkurii had a deep spiritual friendship with the 



Monk Paisii, and at death they were buried in the same grave. The 24 November memory of the monk is 
made because of his name in common with the holy GreatMartyr Mercurius. Also on 28 August -- 
together with the Sobor [Assemblage] of the Farther Cave; and on the 2nd Sunday of Great Lent -- with 
the Sobor of all the monastic fathers of Kievo-Pechersk. 

The Nun Mastridia lived in Egyptian Alexandria. She gave a vow of virginity and, keeping the fasts and 
silence, she dwelt in unceasing prayer. The pure life of the holy virgin was beset by trials. A certain 
young man, attracted to her with impure desire, began to pursue her such that she could not go from her 
home even for church. Grieving over the fact that she had unwillingly led the youth into temptation, and 
being zealous for his salvation, the saint invited him into her home. Knowing that it was her pretty eyes 
especially that attracted him, the nun with complete selflessness put them out with a linen weaving 
instrument. Having saved herself and the youth from temptation, Saint Mastridia brought him to 
repentance. He accepted monasticism and lived as a strict ascetic, and Saint Mastridia finished her life in 
works for the Lord. 

The Monk Simon of Soiginsk belonged to the Komel'sk branch of students of the Monk Sergei of 
Radonezh. He was born at Sol'vychegodsk, and took monastic vows under the Monk Kornilii 
(commemorated 19 May) at the Komel'sk monastery. He passed through his obediences amidst such 
ascetics and disciples of Kornilii of Komel'sk as -- Gennadii of Liubimsk (commemorated 23 January), 
Kirill of Novoezersk (commemorated 4 February), Irodion of Iloezersk (commemorated 28 September), 
Adrian of Poshekhonsk (commemorated 5 March), Lavrentii of Komel'sk (commemorated 16 May). 
After the death of his preceptor the Monk Kornilii, the Monk Simon for a certain while was companion 
of the Monk Longin (commemorated 10 February) -- the founder of the Koryazhemsk monastery, and 
went off together with him into wilderness-life. After this he settled at the River Soiga, 60 versts from 
Koryazhma. There he established a church in honour of the Transfiguration of the Lord, consecrated on 
17 May 1541. Having founded a monastery by this church, the monk was chosen hegumen by the 
brethren. The Monk Simon died on 24 November 1562 and was buried in the monastery founded by him 
in a church named for the holy GreatMartyr Catherine, whose memory likewise is observed on 24 
November. 

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 



He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 



Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 29 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, 
may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, 
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your 
holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 



World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Singapore. 

Singapore Republic 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church 

For the Human Family

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve 
you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions

Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and prisons with your pity 
and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance and amendment of life 
according to your will, and give them hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them 
release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in these institutions; 
keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from becoming brutal or callous. And since what 
we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for 
your mercy's sake. Amen. 

For the Victims of Addiction

Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion upon all who through 
addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; 
remove from them the fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those 
who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen. 

A Prayer of Self-Dedication

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so 
control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you, 
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as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

  


