
Friday, November 27  
Morning Prayer  
Orthodox Saints 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

We confess to you, Lord. 



Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our blindness to human need and 
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;  

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.



And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come let us sing to the Lord; *  
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, *  
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, *  
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 140 Eripe me, Domine

1 
Deliver me, O LORD, from evildoers; * 
protect me from the violent, 

2 
Who devise evil in their hearts * 



and stir up strife all day long. 
3 

They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; * 
adder's poison is under their lips. 

4 
Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; * 
protect me from the violent, 
who are determined to trip me up. 

5 
The proud have hidden a snare for me 
and stretched out a net of cords; * 
they have set traps for me along the path. 

6 
I have said to the LORD, "You are my God; * 
listen, O LORD, to my supplication. 

7 
O Lord GOD, the strength of my salvation, * 
you have covered my head in the day of battle. 

8 
Do not grant the desires of the wicked, O LORD, * 
nor let their evil plans prosper. 

9 
Let not those who surround me lift up their heads; * 
let the evil of their lips overwhelm them. 

10 
Let hot burning coals fall upon them; * 
let them be cast into the mire, never to rise up again." 

11 
A slanderer shall not be established on the earth, * 
and evil shall hunt down the lawless. 

12 
I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the poor * 
and render justice to the needy. 

13 
Surely, the righteous will give thanks to your Name, * 
and the upright shall continue in your sight. 

Psalm 142 Voce mea ad Domine

1 
I cry to the LORD with my voice; * 
to the LORD I make loud supplication. 

2 



I pour out my complaint before him * 
and tell him all my trouble. 

3 
When my spirit languishes within me, you know my path; * 
in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a trap for me. 

4 
I look to my right hand and find no one who knows me; * 
I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for me. 

5 
I cry out to you, O LORD; * 
I say, "You are my refuge, 
my portion in the land of the living." 

6 
Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought very low; * 
save me from those who pursue me, 
for they are too strong for me. 

7 
Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your Name; * 
when you have dealt bountifully with me, 
the righteous will gather around me. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament Lesson 

Isaiah 24:14-23 (NRSV)

14 They lift up their voices, they sing for joy;  
they shout from the west over the majesty of the LORD.  
15 Therefore in the east give glory to the LORD;  
in the coastlands of the sea glorify the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.  
16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise,  
of glory to the Righteous One.  
But I say, I pine away,  
I pine away. Woe is me!  
For the treacherous deal treacherously,  
the treacherous deal very treacherously. 

17 Terror, and the pit, and the snare  



are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth!  
18 Whoever flees at the sound of the terror  
shall fall into the pit;  
and whoever climbs out of the pit  
shall be caught in the snare.  
For the windows of heaven are opened,  
and the foundations of the earth tremble.  
19 The earth is utterly broken,  
the earth is torn asunder,  
the earth is violently shaken.  
20 The earth staggers like a drunkard,  
it sways like a hut;  
its transgression lies heavy upon it,  
and it falls, and will not rise again. 

21 On that day the LORD will punish  
the host of heaven in heaven,  
and on earth the kings of the earth.  
22 They will be gathered together  
like prisoners in a pit;  
they will be shut up in a prison,  
and after many days they will be punished.  
23 Then the moon will be abashed,  
and the sun ashamed;  
for the LORD of hosts will reign  
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,  
and before his elders he will manifest his glory.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 10 The Second Song of Isaiah  
Quaerite Dominum Isaiah 55:6-11

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
call upon him when he draws near.

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
and the evil ones their thoughts;

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 



and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
and return not again, but water the earth,

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
seed for sowing and bread for eating,

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
it will not return to me empty;

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
and prosper in that for which I sent it.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

New Testament Lesson 

1 Peter 3:13-4:6 (NRSV)

1 Peter 3

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you 
an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than 
to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did 
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-
not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 



resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him.

1 Peter 4

1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention (for whoever 
has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), 2 so as to live for the rest of your earthly life no longer 
by human desires but by the will of God. 3 You have already spent enough time in doing what the 
Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless 
idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you no longer join them in the same excesses of dissipation, and so 
they blaspheme. 5 But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living 
and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they 
had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as God does.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 20:17-28 (NRSV)

17 While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and said to 
them on the way, 18 "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the 
chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; 19 then they will hand him over to the 
Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised." 20 Then the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a favor of 
him. 21 And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him, "Declare that these two sons of mine 
will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom." 22 But Jesus answered, "You do 
not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?" They said to him, 
"We are able." 23 He said to them, "You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my 
left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father."  
24 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and 
said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. 26 It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, 
27 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 



Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb  
Dignus es Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for ever more. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

●     Departure of St. John Chrysostom 

On this day we commemorate the departure of the honorable St. John Chrysostom (Golden Mouth). He 
was born in the City of Antioch around the year 347 A.D., to a rich father, whose name was Sakondos 
and a righteous mother, whose name was Anthosa. They brought him up well and reared him in the 
Christian faith.

He went to the City of Athens where he learned Greek wisdom in one of its schools. He surpassed many 
in knowledge and virtue. He forsook the world and became a monk at a young age in one of the 
monasteries. He had a friend whose name was Basilius, who was ordained a monk before him in that 
monastery. They had the same interests and they practised many virtues.

When his father died, John did not keep any of his father's belongings, but gave everything to the poor 
and the needy and lived a life of toil as an ascetic.

In the monastery there was a Syrian hermit whose name was Ansosynos. One night he saw the Apostles 



Peter and John going to John and the Apostle John gave him a Bible and told him: "Do not be afraid, 
whosoever you shall bind, shall be bound, and whosoever you shall loosen, shall be loosened". The old 
hermit therefore realised that John would be a faithful shepherd. The grace of the Lord filled him and he 
wrote homilies and sermons and he interpreted many books while he was still a deacon. It was Melatius, 
Patriarch of Antioch who ordained him a deacon and his successor St. Phlapianus, by the guidance of the 
angel of the Lord, ordained him a priest.

When Nectarius, Patriarch of Constantinople departed Emperor Arcadius summoned St. John and made 
him Patriarch. He conducted himself in an Apostolic manner. He continually taught, preached and 
interpreted the books of the Church, both old and new. He boldly admonished the sinners and the 
wealthy.

Queen Eudoxia, the wife of Emperor Arcadius, had a lust for money. She took by force a garden which 
belonged to a poor widow. The latter complained to the Saint, who went to the Queen, counselled her 
and asked her to return the garden to its owner.

When Eudoxia did not listen to him, he prevented her from entering the church and partaking of the 
Holy Communion. She became angry and gathered a Council of bishops who St. John had previously 
excommunicated for their evil deeds and mismanagement. They sentenced the Saint to exile. He was 
exiled in the Island of Thrace, but this exile did not last more than one night. The people were enraged 
and they gathered around the royal palace demanding the return of the Patriarch.

While the people were in a state of sorrow because of their shepherd, a severe earthquake took place 
which was about to destroy the whole city. The people were terrified and thought that this was a sign of 
the Lord's wrath because of the Saint's exile. Eudoxia, was disturbed, her soul was troubled and she went 
in haste to her husband and asked him to bring back the Saint from exile. The people were exceedingly 
joyous for his return.

The mood of joy did not last long. There was a large square beside the church of Agia Sophia, where a 
large silver statue of Queen Eudoxia was erected. On the day of its dedication, some common people 
danced madly, played profligate games, until they were immersed in immorality and sin. Because of St. 
John's zeal to curb the spread of immorality, he repudiated the people with great courage in his sermons.

His enemies took advantage of his zeal and accused him before the Queen of having said: "Herodia had 
risen up and danced and asked the head of John the Baptist on a plate". This cruel accusation gave the 
Queen a good reason to sentence him to exile. She instructed the soldiers who were in charge of 
guarding him not to give him any rest during his travel. Thus, they moved him from place to place 
hastily, until they came to a city called Komana, where his health deteriorated and he departed in peace 
in the year 407 A.D.

During the reign of Theodosius II, the son of Emperor Arcadius who exiled him, his body was taken to 
Constantinople, where it was placed in the Church of the Apostles. 



Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 



Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 29 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, 
may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Fridays 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into 
glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it 
none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 



For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Somalia. 

UN Somalia (UN Agencies website) 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Anglican Communion. 

The Anglican Communion 

For Our Enemies

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 
prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable 
us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Social Justice

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers which 
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may 
live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Young Persons

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them that 
your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after 
selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. 
Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

http://www.unsomalia.org/
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/


Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20,21 

  


