Monday, October 12
Evening Prayer
Orthodox Saints

Opening Sentence

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight asincense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Psalm 141.2

Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen usin
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep usin eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit asit wasin the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O graciouslight,

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,

and our eyes behold the vesper light,

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Y ou are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds.



Psalm 4 Cum invocarem

Answer mewhen | call, O God, defender of my cause; *
you set me free when | am hard-pressed;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

"Y ou mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
how long will you worship dumb idols
and run after false gods?"

Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; *
when | call upon the LORD, he will hear me.

Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

Offer the appointed sacrifices *
and put your trust in the LORD.

Many are saying,
"Oh, that we might see better times!" *
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD.

Y ou have put gladness in my heart, *
more than when grain and wine and oil increase.

| lie down in peace; at once | fall asleep; *
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.

Psalm 7 Domine, Deus meus

1

O LORD my God, | take refuge in you; *
save and deliver me from all who pursue me;

Lest like alion they tear mein pieces*
and snatch me away with none to deliver me.

O LORD my God, if | have done these things: *
If thereisany wickednessin my hands,
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If | have repaid my friend with evil, *
or plundered him who without cause is my enemy;

Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, *
trample my life into the ground,
and lay my honor in the dust.

Stand up, O LORD, in your wrath; *
rise up against the fury of my enemies.

Awake, O my God, decreejustice; *
let the assembly of the peoples gather round you.

Be seated on your lofty throne, O Most High; *
O LORD, judge the nations.

Give judgment for me according to my righteousness, O LORD, *
and according to my innocence, O Most High.

L et the malice of the wicked come to an end,
but establish the righteous; *
for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God.

God ismy shield and defense; *
he isthe savior of the true in heart.

God isarighteous judge; *
God sitsin judgment every day.

If they will not repent, God will whet his sword; *
he will bend his bow and make it ready.

He has prepared his weapons of death; *
he makes his arrows shafts of fire.

Look at those who are in labor with wickedness, *
who conceive evil, and give birth to alie.

They dig apit and make it deep *
and fall into the hole that they have made.

Their malice turns back upon their own head; *



their violence falls on their own scalp.

18
| will bear witness that the LORD isrighteous; *
| will praise the Name of the LORD Most High.
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel
Matthew 10:5-15 (NRSV)

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:" Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and
enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 Asyou go,
proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
the lepers, cast out demons. Y ou received without payment; give without payment. 9 Take no gold, or
silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for
laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay
there until you leave. 12 Asyou enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come
upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen
to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly | tell you, it
will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15 The Song of Mary
Magnificat Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rgjoices in God my Savior; *

for he has looked with favor on hislowly servant.
From this day all generationswill call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *

In every generation.

He has shown the strength of hisarm, *

he has scattered the proud in their conceit.



He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He hasfilled the hungry with good things, *

and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Isradl, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *

to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

. Martyrdom of St. Anastasia
. Martyrs Probos, Tarachos and Andronikes (+304)
. Monk Kosma, Bishop of Maium, Author of Kanons (+c.787)
. Monks Amphylokhii (+1452), Makarii (+1462), Tarasii (+1440)
. Martyress Domnica (+286)
Women-Martyrs Anthela and Malthetha
Martyrs Andromachos and Diodoros
Sainted Jason, Bishop of Damascus, and Theodotos, Bishop of Ephesus
. Sainted Martin the Merciful, Bishop of Tours (+c.400)

Martyrdom of St. Anastasia

On this day we commemorate the martyrdom of St. Anastasia. She was a native of Rome and the
daughter of Christian parents who raised her well and taught her Christian manners and the doctrines of
the Church. When she grew up her parents wanted her to get married but she did not consent because
she had forsaken the worthless world and its lusts. She instead had chosen to lead a monastic life and
had longed for the heavenly glories since her young age.

She entered one of the convents of the virginsin Rome and became a nun. She subdued her body with
asceticism and she used to eat once every two days. During the Holy Lent she ate only on Saturdays and
Sundays after the prayer of the sixth hour of the day. Her food during all the days of her monastic life
was dry bread and salt.

It came to pass that some of the convents near the convent where this saint was were celebrating a feast.
The abbess took her with some of the virgins and went to join the celebration of that feast. On their way,
St. Anastasia saw the soldiers of Emperor Decius the infidel torturing some Christians and dragging
them. Her heart was inflamed with compassion towards the Christians and she shouted at the soldiers
sayings: "O you hard hearted men, is that what you do to those whom God created in His own form and



image and for whom He gave Himself?' One of the soldiers seized her and brought her to the Governor
who asked her: "Isit true that you are a Christian, worshipping Him Who was crucified?' And she
confessed the truth. He inflicted upon her severe tortures then he crucified her. He also had afire
burning under her but it did not harm her. When she did not give up her faith because of these pains he
ordered to cut her head off. She said along prayer then bowed her head for the swordsman cut off her
head and she received the crown of martyrdom.

The Holy Martyrs Probos, Tarachos and Andronikes suffered for Christ in the year 304 in the city of
Cilician Tarsus. To the proposal of the pagans to offer sacrifice to theidols, the old soldier Tarachos
replied, that he offers sacrifice to the One, True God in a pure heart. Seeing the firmness of the saintsin
confessing the true faith, the proconsul gave them over to torture. "When my body doth suffer -- said
Saint Probos to the idol-worshippers -- then my soul is healed and invigorated.” The tormentors refined
their tortures, such astheir rage could invent, and then they tore the bodies of the saints apart. Christians
secretly took up the remains of the saints and buried them.

The Monk Kosma, Bishop of Maium, Author of Kanons, was a native of Jerusalem. He was raised by
the parents of the Monk John of Damascus (commemorated 4 December) together with their son, and he
received a fine education. When Saint Kosma came of age, he set out to one of the monasteries of
Palestine, where he attained reknown for monastic exploits. During a time of persecution against holy
icons the Monk Kosma, together with the Monk John, came forth for the defence of Orthodoxy. In the
year 743 Kosma was made bishop of Maium. He died in old age (+¢.787), leaving behind many canons
for feastdays and atriode for four days of Holy Week.

The Monk Amphylokhii, Hegumen of Glushetsk, already a monk of priestly dignity, came from Ustiug
to the monk Dionysii of Glushetsk (commemorated 1 July) in the year 1417. Saint Dionysii, learning of
the wish of Amphylokhii to become an ascetic, told him about the severity and harshness of lifein his
monastery, but this did not deter the newcomer. Then Saint Dionysii said: "If thou wishest to dwell here,
then we shalt make a testament -- not to be distinct one from another, while we dwell upon the earth.”
Amphylokhii joyfully agreed and vowed to fulfill the ustav (rule) of the monastery.

The Monk Amphylokhii spent twenty years in deeds of fasting, prayer and obedience under the guidance
of the Monk Dionysii, striving in al things to imitate him and assisting in the work of building up the
monastery. After the death of Saint Dionysii, the Monk Amphylokhii was for 15 years the head of the
Glushetsk monastery. The monk died peacefully in the year 1452 and was buried alongside his
preceptor.




The Monk Tarasii of Glushetsk was hegumen of a monastery, built by Sainted Stephen of Perm
(commemorated 26 April), and he zealously spread and affirmed the Orthodox faith among the Zyryani
people.

In 1427 under the successor of Saint Stephen, Bishop Gerasim (commemorated 29 January), the Monk
Tarasii voluntarily gave up leading the monastery and went to the Glushetsk monastery under the
guidance of the Monk Dionysii.

Saint Dionysii, seeing the deep humility of Tarasii, accepted him. The former hegumen Tarasii toiled
egually alongside the novices at the monastery and he led a strict ascetic life. The monk was buried at
the Dionysiev monastery (+1440).

The Monk Makarii, Glushetsk Hegumen (in the world Matfei), was born in Rostov. As atwelve year old
boy he was given over to the Monk Dionysii for raising. Growing up under the guidance of the great
starets [elder], the saint was distinguished by arare purity of soul. The Monk Makarii, already in the
dignity of priestmonk, was chosen by the brethren as head of the monastery after the death of the Monk
Amphylokhii. Saint Makarii expired to the Lord on 13 May (not earlier than 1462).

The Holy Martyress Domnica suffered for confessing Christianity in the year 286. Domnicalived in the
region of Cilicia. By order of the governor Licius they beat her for along time, and burnt her with fire.
All tormented, Saint Domnica was thrown into prison, where she died.

Sainted Martin the Merciful, Bishop of Tours, lived in France. He is called the merciful for his
generosity and care for the poor. Before accepting monasticism, Martin was a military commander under
the emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363) and was distinguished for his bravery. When barbarians
invaded the empire, by order of the emperor Saint Martin went out from the city with his troops to do
battle with them. Having encountered a beggar by the wayside, he gave to him his own cloak. By night
the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to the saint and promised victory over the enemy, which soon occurred.
The emperor solemnly met the victor and suggested to him to offer sacrifice in thanksgiving for the
gaining of victory. But Saint Martin said, that he wanted to offer sacrifice to Christ, with Whose help he
vanquished the enemy, by the act of becoming a monk. The emperor banished the saint. After seven
years of ascetic life, Saint Martin was elevated to be bishop of Tours. Saint Martin possessed gifts of
perspicacity and wonderworking. He died at the end of the IV Century.

Apostles Creed



| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth asitisin
heaven.

Give usthis day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass
against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A



Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness,

L et your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in al theworld,;

For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

Y our saving health among all nations.
L et not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 23

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Giveto us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your
will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through

the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.



For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer
We pray for the people of Mauritania.

All Africa: Mauritania

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer
We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Evangelical Free Church of America.

The Evangelical Free Church of America
(requires Internet Explorer)

For the Right Use of God's Gifts

Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess: Grant us grace that we may honor
you with our substance, and, remembering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful
stewards of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Knowledge of God's Creation
Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds,
and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures. Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of

your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our rolein your eternal
purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Care of Children

Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give uscalm
strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever isjust and
true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer of Self-Dedication


http://allafrica.com/mauritania/
http://www.efca.org/
http://www.efca.org/

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so
control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you,
asyou will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of al mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of thislife; but above all for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selvesto your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Benediction
Let usblessthe Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia

May the God of hope fill uswith all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Romans 15:13



