
Wednesday, October 7  
Morning Prayer  

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, "I dwell in the high and 
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble 
and to revive the heart of the contrite." Isaiah 57:15 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Jubilate 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 



we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 119:145-176

Qoph Clamavi in toto corde meo

145 
I call with my whole heart; * 
answer me, O LORD, that I may keep your statutes. 

146 
I call to you; 
oh, that you would save me! * 
I will keep your decrees. 

147 
Early in the morning I cry out to you, * 
for in your word is my trust. 

148 
My eyes are open in the night watches, * 
that I may meditate upon your promise. 

149 
Hear my voice, O LORD, according to your loving-kindness; * 
according to your judgments, give me life. 

150 
They draw near who in malice persecute me; * 
they are very far from your law. 

151 
You, O LORD, are near at hand, * 
and all your commandments are true. 

152 
Long have I known from your decrees * 



that you have established them for ever. 

Resh Vide humilitatem

153 
Behold my affliction and deliver me, * 
for I do not forget your law. 

154 
Plead my cause and redeem me; * 
according to your promise, give me life. 

155 
Deliverance is far from the wicked, * 
for they do not study your statutes. 

156 
Great is your compassion, O LORD; * 
preserve my life, according to your judgments. 

157 
There are many who persecute and oppress me, * 
yet I have not swerved from your decrees. 

158 
I look with loathing at the faithless, * 
for they have not kept your word. 

159 
See how I love your commandments! * 
O LORD, in your mercy, preserve me. 

160 
The heart of your word is truth; * 
all your righteous judgments endure for evermore. 

Shin Principes persecuti sunt

161 
Rulers have persecuted me without a cause, * 
but my heart stands in awe of your word. 

162 
I am as glad because of your promise * 
as one who finds great spoils. 

163 
As for lies, I hate and abhor them, * 
but your law is my love. 

164 
Seven times a day do I praise you, * 
because of your righteous judgments. 



165 
Great peace have they who love your law; * 
for them there is no stumbling block. 

166 
I have hoped for your salvation, O LORD, * 
and have fulfilled your commandments. 

167 
I have kept your decrees * 
and I have loved them deeply. 

168 
I have kept your commandments and decrees, * 
for all my ways are before you. 

Taw Appropinquet deprecatio

169 
Let my cry come before you, O LORD; * 
give me understanding, according to your word. 

170 
Let my supplication come before you; * 
deliver me, according to your promise. 

171 
My lips shall pour forth your praise, * 
when you teach me your statutes. 

172 
My tongue shall sing of your promise, * 
for all your commandments are righteous. 

173 
Let your hand be ready to help me, * 
for I have chosen your commandments. 

174 
I long for your salvation, O LORD, * 
and your law is my delight. 

175 
Let me live, and I will praise you, * 
and let your judgments help me. 

176 
I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost; * 
search for your servant, 
for I do not forget your commandments. 

  



Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson 

2 Kings 22:14-23:3 (NRSV)

2 Kings 22

14 So the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to the prophetess Huldah the wife 
of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; she resided in Jerusalem in the Second 
Quarter, where they consulted her. 15 She declared to them, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:
Tell the man who sent you to me, 16 Thus says the LORD, I will indeed bring disaster on this place and 
on its inhabitants-all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. 17 Because they have 
abandoned me and have made offerings to other gods, so that they have provoked me to anger with all 
the work of their hands, therefore my wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will not be 
quenched. 18 But as to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to 
him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:Regarding the words that you have heard, 19 because your 
heart was penitent, and you humbled yourself before the LORD, when you heard how I spoke against 
this place, and against its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and because you 
have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, says the LORD. 20 Therefore, I will 
gather you to your ancestors, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; your eyes shall not see all 
the disaster that I will bring on this place." They took the message back to the king. 

2 Kings 23

1 Then the king directed that all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem should be gathered to him. 2 The king 
went up to the house of the LORD, and with him went all the people of Judah, all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the priests, the prophets, and all the people, both small and great; he read in their hearing all 
the words of the book of the covenant that had been found in the house of the LORD. 3 The king stood 
by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD, keeping his commandments, 
his decrees, and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that 
were written in this book. All the people joined in the covenant. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah  
Surge, illuminare Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19



Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, * 
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, * 
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; * 
by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament Lesson 

1 Corinthians 11:23-34 (NRSV)

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after 



supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Examine yourselves, and only then 
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and 
drink judgment against themselves. 30 For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have 
died. 31 But if we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, 
we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.  
33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If you are 
hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it will not be for your condemnation. About the 
other things I will give instructions when I come. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 9:9-17 (NRSV)

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, 
"Follow me." And he got up and followed him. 10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 12 But when he 
heard this, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and 
learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have come to call not the righteous but 
sinners." 14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, 
but your disciples do not fast?" 15 And Jesus said to them, "The wedding guests cannot mourn as long as 
the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from 
them, and then they will fast. 16 No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch 
pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; 
otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into 
fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah 
Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;* 



he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,* 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies,* 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

he promised to show mercy to our fathers* 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,* 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear,* 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation* 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God* 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,* 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 7 October 1787 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg is the principal organizer of American Lutheranism. He was born in 
Einbeck, Germany, in 1711, and studied at Goettingen and at Halle. Lutherans in America at that time 
were found in a few scattered communities, of various national backgrounds, with no central 
organization, and with a grave danger of factionalism. Several congregations wrote to Halle University, 
asking for a pastor to take charge. Hermann Francke, a Lutheran leader of the Pietist movement at Halle, 
chose Muhlenberg and sent him to America. He arrived in Charleston on 23 September 1742. He was 



soon accorded widespread recognition by Lutheran churches, German, Swedish, and others, as the senior 
Lutheran pastor in America. He set the tone for the Lutheran community in what was to be the United 
States, and almost all Lutheran Churches in America today use liturgies which are developed from the 
one that he proposed for American use. His plans for local church government, presented to 
congregations that had been accustomed to a great deal of government control, eased the transition to the 
"free church" model, and form the basis for plans of local church government in American Lutheran 
churches today.

One of his sons, John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, served as a general under George Washington in the 
War of Independence. Another, Frederick Augustus Conrad Muhlenberg, became a member of the 
Continental Congress, and first speaker of the House of Representatives. A great-grandson, William 
Augustus Muhlenberg (8 April), became an eminent Anglican priest. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg died 
7 October 1787, and is buried at Trappe, Pennsylvania. His epitaph (in Latin) reads: "Who and what he 
was, future ages will know without a stone."

written by James Kiefer

Prayer

Heavenly Father, Shepherd of your people, we thank you for your servant Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 
who was faithful in the care and nurture of your flock; and we pray that, following his example and the 
teaching of his holy life, we my by your grace grow into the stature of the fullness of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

  

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 



And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 22 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more 
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, 
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Malaysia. 

Sarawak Tribune (newspaper) 

http://www1.jaring.my/tribune/


Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Episcopal Church. 

The Episcopal Church 

For Peace

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength 
known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered 
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

For our Country

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may 
always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with 
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion us into one united 
people. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we 
may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the President of the  
United States  
and all in Civil Authority

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to your merciful care, 
that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the 
United States, the Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom and 
strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them 
ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

http://www.dfms.org/


For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20,21 

  


