
Wednesday, October 14  
Morning Prayer  

Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come let us sing to the Lord; *  
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, *  
and a great King above all gods. 



In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, *  
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 119

Aleph Beati immaculati 

1 

Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 
who walk in the law of the LORD! 

2 
Happy are they who observe his decrees * 
and seek him with all their hearts! 

3 
Who never do any wrong, * 
but always walk in his ways. 

4 
You laid down your commandments, * 
that we should fully keep them. 

5 
Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 
that I might keep your statutes! 

6 
Then I should not be put to shame, * 
when I regard all your commandments. 

7 



I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 
when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

8 
I will keep your statutes; * 
do not utterly forsake me. 

Beth In quo corrigit?

9 
How shall a young man cleanse his way? * 
By keeping to your words. 

10 
With my whole heart I seek you; * 
let me not stray from your commandments. 

11 
I treasure your promise in my heart, * 
that I may not sin against you. 

12 
Blessed are you, O LORD; * 
instruct me in your statutes. 

13 
With my lips will I recite * 
all the judgments of your mouth. 

14 
I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees * 
than in all manner of riches. 

15 
I will meditate on your commandments * 
and give attention to your ways. 

16 
My delight is in your statutes; * 
I will not forget your word. 

Gimel Retribue servo tuo

17 
Deal bountifully with your servant, * 
that I may live and keep your word. 

18 
Open my eyes, that I may see * 
the wonders of your law. 

19 
I am a stranger here on earth; * 



do not hide your commandments from me. 
20 

My soul is consumed at all times * 
with longing for your judgments. 

21 
You have rebuked the insolent; * 
cursed are they who stray from your commandments! 

22 
Turn from me shame and rebuke, * 
for I have kept your decrees. 

23 
Even though rulers sit and plot against me, * 
I will meditate on your statutes. 

24 
For your decrees are my delight, * 
and they are my counselors. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson 

Jeremiah 37:3-21 (NRSV)

3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal son of Shelemiah and the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah to the prophet 
Jeremiah saying, "Please pray for us to the LORD our God." 4 Now Jeremiah was still going in and out 
among the people, for he had not yet been put in prison. 5 Meanwhile, the army of Pharaoh had come 
out of Egypt; and when the Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem heard news of them, they 
withdrew from Jerusalem.  
6 Then the word of the LORD came to the prophet Jeremiah: 7 Thus says the LORD, God of Israel:This 
is what the two of you shall say to the king of Judah, who sent you to me to inquire of me, Pharaoh's 
army, which set out to help you, is going to return to its own land, to Egypt. 8 And the Chaldeans shall 
return and fight against this city; they shall take it and burn it with fire. 9 Thus says the LORD:Do not 
deceive yourselves, saying, "The Chaldeans will surely go away from us," for they will not go away. 10 
Even if you defeated the whole army of Chaldeans who are fighting against you, and there remained of 
them only wounded men in their tents, they would rise up and burn this city with fire. 11 Now when the 
Chaldean army had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the approach of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jeremiah set out 
from Jerusalem to go to the land of Benjamin to receive his share of property among the people there. 13 
When he reached the Benjamin Gate, a sentinel there named Irijah son of Shelemiah son of Hananiah 
arrested the prophet Jeremiah saying, "You are deserting to the Chaldeans." 14 And Jeremiah said, "That 



is a lie; I am not deserting to the Chaldeans." But Irijah would not listen to him, and arrested Jeremiah 
and brought him to the officials. 15 The officials were enraged at Jeremiah, and they beat him and 
imprisoned him in the house of the secretary Jonathan, for it had been made a prison. 16 Thus Jeremiah 
was put in the cistern house, in the cells, and remained there many days.  
17 Then King Zedekiah sent for him, and received him. The king questioned him secretly in his house, 
and said, "Is there any word from the LORD?" Jeremiah said, "There is!" Then he said, "You shall be 
handed over to the king of Babylon." 18 Jeremiah also said to King Zedekiah, "What wrong have I done 
to you or your servants or this people, that you have put me in prison? 19 Where are your prophets who 
prophesied to you, saying, 'The king of Babylon will not come against you and against this land'? 20 
Now please hear me, my lord king:be good enough to listen to my plea, and do not send me back to the 
house of the secretary Jonathan to die there." 21 So King Zedekiah gave orders, and they committed 
Jeremiah to the court of the guard; and a loaf of bread was given him daily from the bakers' street, until 
all the bread of the city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah  
Surge, illuminare Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, * 
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, * 
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; * 
by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
ruin or destruction within your borders.



You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament Lesson 

1 Corinthians 14:13-25 (NRSV)

13 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to interpret. 14 For if I pray in a 
tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unproductive. 15 What should I do then? I will pray with the 
spirit, but I will pray with the mind also; I will sing praise with the spirit, but I will sing praise with the 
mind also. 16 Otherwise, if you say a blessing with the spirit, how can anyone in the position of an 
outsider say the "Amen" to your thanksgiving, since the outsider does not know what you are saying? 17 
For you may give thanks well enough, but the other person is not built up. 18 I thank God that I speak in 
tongues more than all of you; 19 nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind, 
in order to instruct others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.  
20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking; rather, be infants in evil, but in thinking be 
adults. 21 In the law it is written,  
"By people of strange tongues  
and by the lips of foreigners  
I will speak to this people;  
yet even then they will not listen to me,"  
says the Lord. 22 Tongues, then, are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is not 
for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in 
tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all 
prophesy, an unbeliever or outsider who enters is reproved by all and called to account by all. 25 After 
the secrets of the unbeliever's heart are disclosed, that person will bow down before God and worship 
him, declaring, "God is really among you."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 



Matthew 10:24-33 (NRSV)

24 "A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to 
be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign those of his household! 26 "So have no fear of them; for nothing is 
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to 
you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body 
in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more 
value than many sparrows.  
32 "Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah 
Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;* 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,* 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies,* 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

he promised to show mercy to our fathers* 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,* 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear,* 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 



You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation* 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God* 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,* 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky 14 October 1906 

Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky was born in Lithuania in 1831, went to Germany to study for the 
rabbinate, there became a Christian, emigrated to America, trained for the priesthood, and in 1859 was 
sent by the Episcopal Church to China, where he devoted himself from 1862 to 1875 to translating the 
Bible into Mandarin Chinese. In 1877 he was elected Bishop of Shanghai, where he founded St. John's 
University, and began his translation of the Bible into Wenli (another Chinese dialect). He developed 
Parkinson's disease, was largely paralyzed, resigned his position as Bishop of Shanghai, and spent the 
rest of his life completing his Wenli Bible, the last 2000 pages of which he typed with the one finger that 
he could still move.

Four years before his death in 1906, he said: "I have sat in this chair for over twenty years. It seemed 
very hard at first. But God knew best. He kept me for the work for which I am best fitted."

written by James Kiefer

Prayer

O God, who in your providence called Joseph Schereschewsky from his home in Eastern Europe to the 
ministry of this Church, and sent him as a missionary to China, upholding him in his infirmity, that he 
might translate the Holy Scriptures into languages of that land: Lead us, we pray, to commit our lives 
and talents to you, in the confidence that when you give your servants any work to do, you also supply 
the strength to do it; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

  



Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 



Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 23 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to 
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 
freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Mexico. 

La Crónica de Hoy (in Spanish) 

Mexico: A Country Study 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel. 

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel 

For Peace

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength 
known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered 
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

For our Country

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may 
always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with 
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion us into one united 
people. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we 
may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the President of the  

http://www.cronica.com.mx/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/mxtoc.html
http://www.foursquare.org/


United States  
and all in Civil Authority

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to your merciful care, 
that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the 
United States, the Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom and 
strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them 
ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20,21 

  


