
Friday, October 23  
Morning Prayer  

James of Jerusalem 

Opening Sentence: Saints

Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world. Psalm 19:4 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

We confess to you, Lord. 



Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our blindness to human need and 
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;  

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.



And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Jubilate 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 31 In te, Domine, speravi

1 
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 

2 
Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 

3 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 



4 
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 

5 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, 
O LORD, O God of truth. 

6 
I hate those who cling to worthless idols, * 
and I put my trust in the LORD. 

7 
I will rejoice and be glad because of your mercy; * 
for you have seen my affliction; 
you know my distress. 

8 
You have not shut me up in the power of the enemy; * 
you have set my feet in an open place. 

9 
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 

10 
For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 

11 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 
I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 

14 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 
My times are in your hand; * 



rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 
Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

17 
LORD, let me not be ashamed for having called upon you; * 
rather, let the wicked be put to shame; 
let them be silent in the grave. 

18 
Let the lying lips be silenced which speak against the righteous, * 
haughtily, disdainfully, and with contempt. 

19 
How great is your goodness, O LORD! 
which you have laid up for those who fear you; * 
which you have done in the sight of all 
for those who put their trust in you. 

20 
You hide them in the covert of your presence from those who slander them; * 
you keep them in your shelter from the strife of tongues. 

21 
Blessed be the LORD! * 
for he has shown me the wonders of his love in a besieged city. 

22 
Yet I said in my alarm, 
"I have been cut off from the sight of your eyes." * 
Nevertheless, you heard the sound of my entreaty 
when I cried out to you. 

23 
Love the LORD, all you who worship him; * 
the LORD protects the faithful, 
but repays to the full those who act haughtily. 

24 
Be strong and let your heart take courage, * 
all you who wait for the LORD. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson 



Ezra 3:1-13 (NRSV)

1 When the seventh month came, and the Israelites were in the towns, the people gathered together in 
Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua son of Jozadak, with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel with 
his kin set out to build the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as prescribed in the 
law of Moses the man of God. 3 They set up the altar on its foundation, because they were in dread of 
the neighboring peoples, and they offered burnt offerings upon it to the LORD, morning and evening. 4 
And they kept the festival of booths, as prescribed, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number 
according to the ordinance, as required for each day, 5 and after that the regular burnt offerings, the 
offerings at the new moon and at all the sacred festivals of the LORD, and the offerings of everyone 
who made a freewill offering to the LORD. 6 From the first day of the seventh month they began to 
offer burnt offerings to the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid. 7 So 
they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and the 
Tyrians to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that they had from 
King Cyrus of Persia. 8 In the second year after their arrival at the house of God at Jerusalem, in the 
second month, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with 
the rest of their people, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the captivity. 
They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to have the oversight of the work on the 
house of the LORD. 9 And Jeshua with his sons and his kin, and Kadmiel and his sons, Binnui and 
Hodaviah along with the sons of Henadad, the Levites, their sons and kin, together took charge of the 
workers in the house of God.  
10 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments were 
stationed to praise the LORD with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, 
according to the directions of King David of Israel; 11 and they sang responsively, praising and giving 
thanks to the LORD,  
"For he is good,  
for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel."  
And all the people responded with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of 
the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of families, old 
people who had seen the first house on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when they saw this house, 
though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful 
shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted so loudly that the sound was heard 
far away.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 10 The Second Song of Isaiah  
Quaerite Dominum Isaiah 55:6-11

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 



call upon him when he draws near.

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
and the evil ones their thoughts;

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
and return not again, but water the earth,

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
seed for sowing and bread for eating,

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
it will not return to me empty;

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
and prosper in that for which I sent it.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

New Testament Lesson 

1 Corinthians 16:10-24 (NRSV)

10 If Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear among you, for he is doing the work of the Lord 
just as I am; 11 therefore let no one despise him. Send him on his way in peace, so that he may come to 
me; for I am expecting him with the brothers. 12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged 
him to visit you with the other brothers, but he was not at all willing to come now. He will come when 
he has the opportunity. 13 Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. 14 Let all that 
you do be done in love. 15 Now, brothers and sisters, you know that members of the household of 
Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the 
saints; 16 I urge you to put yourselves at the service of such people, and of everyone who works and 



toils with them. 17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have 
made up for your absence; 18 for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. So give recognition to such 
persons. 19 The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their 
house, greet you warmly in the Lord. 20 All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another 
with a holy kiss.21 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 22 Let anyone be accursed who has no 
love for the Lord. Our Lord, come! 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love be with all 
of you in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 12:22-32 (NRSV)

22 Then they brought to him a demoniac who was blind and mute; and he cured him, so that the one 
who had been mute could speak and see. 23 All the crowds were amazed and said, "Can this be the Son 
of David?" 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the 
demons, that this fellow casts out the demons." 25 He knew what they were thinking and said to them, 
"Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 
26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand? 27 If I cast 
out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your 
judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come to 
you. 29 Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his property, without first tying up the 
strong man? Then indeed the house can be plundered. 30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and 
whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin 
and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks a word against 
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either 
in this age or in the age to come. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb  
Dignus es Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 



and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for ever more. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

James of Jerusalem 23 October NT 

James of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

He was for many years the leader of the Christian congregation in Jerusalem, and is generally supposed 
to be the author of the Epistle of James, although the Epistle itself does not state this explicitly.

James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit to Nazareth (M 13:55; P 6:3).

We are told that Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him (J 7:2-5), and from this, and from references in 
early Christian writers, it is inferred that James was not a disciple of the Lord until after the Resurrection.

Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord (1 Cor 15:3-8), includes an appearance to James.

Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod, leaves a message for James and the Apostles 
(A 12:17).

When a council meets at Jerusalem to consider what rules Gentile Christians should be required to keep, 
James formulates the final consensus (A 15:13-21).

Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and conferring there with Peter and 
James (G 1:18-19), and speaks again of a later visit (perhaps the one described in A 15) on which Peter, 
James, and John, "the pillars," placed their stamp of approval on the mission to the Gentiles (G 2:9).



A few verses later (G 2:11-14), he says that messengers from James coming to Antioch discouraged 
Jewish Christians there from eating with Gentile Christians. (If this is refers to the same event as A 15:1-
2, then Paul takes a step back chronologically in his narration at G 2:11, which is not improbable, since 
he is dictating and mentioning arguments and events that count as evidence for his side as they occur to 
him.)

On his last recorded visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other names are 
given) and speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles (A 21:18).

Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who calls him "the 
brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected even by the Pharisees for 
his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies took advantage of an interval between 
Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death. His death is also reported by the second-century 
Christian writer Hegesippus.

Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was held in the early 
Church.

There appear to be at least three persons named James mentioned in the New Testament, and possibly as 
many as eight.

written by James Kiefer 

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 



Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: James of Jerusalem

Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our Lord, your 
Church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at variance and 
enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Fridays 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into 
glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it 
none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Netherlands. 

De Incomplete Gids (The Incomplete Guide) 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. 

http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Square/6121/


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

For Our Enemies

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 
prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable 
us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Social Justice

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers which 
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may 
live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Young Persons

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them that 
your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after 
selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. 
Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20,21 

  


