
Saturday, October 31  
Morning Prayer  

Reformation Day 

Opening Sentence: Pentecost 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, "I dwell in the high and 
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble 
and to revive the heart of the contrite." Isaiah 57:15 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory 

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Jubilate 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 



we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Psalm 55 Exaudi, Deus

1 
Hear my prayer,O God; * 
do not hide yourself from my petition. 

2 
Listen to me and answer me; * 
I have no peace, because of my cares. 

3 
I am shaken by the noise of the enemy * 
and by the pressure of the wicked; 

4 
For they have cast an evil spell upon me * 
and are set against me in fury. 

5 
My heart quakes within me, * 
and the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 

6 
Fear and trembling have come over me, * 
and horror overwhelms me. 

7 
And I said, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! * 
I would fly away and be at rest. 

8 
I would flee to a far-off place * 
and make my lodging in the wilderness. 

9 
I would hasten to escape * 



from the stormy wind and tempest." 
10 

Swallow them up, O Lord; 
confound their speech; * 
for I have seen violence and strife in the city. 

11 
Day and night the watchmen make their rounds upon her walls, * 
but trouble and misery are in the midst of her. 

12 
There is corruption at her heart; * 
her streets are never free of oppression and deceit. 

13 
For had it been an adversary who taunted me, 
then I could have borne it; * 
or had it been an enemy who vaunted himself against me, 
then I could have hidden from him. 

14 
But it was you, a man after my own heart, * 
my companion, my own familiar friend. 

15 
We took sweet counsel together, * 
and walked with the throng in the house of God. 

16 
Let death come upon them suddenly; 
let them go down alive to the grave; * 
for wickedness is in their dwellings, in their very midst. 

17 
But I will call upon God, * 
and the LORD will deliver me. 

18 
In the evening, in the morning, and at noonday, 
I will complain and lament, * 
and he will hear my voice. 

19 
He will bring me safely back from the battle waged against me; * 
for there are many who fight me. 

20 
God, who is enthroned of old, will hear me and bring them down; * 
they never change; they do not fear God. 

21 
My companion stretched forth his hand against his comrade; * 
he has broken his covenant. 

22 



His speech is softer than butter, * 
but war is in his heart. 

23 
His words are smoother than oil, * 
but they are drawn swords. 

24 
Cast your burden upon the LORD, 
and he will sustain you; * 
he will never let the righteous stumble. 

25 
For you will bring the bloodthirsty and deceitful * 
down to the pit of destruction, O God. 

26 
They shall not live out half their days, * 
but I will put my trust in you. 

Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson 

Nehemiah 4:1-23 (NRSV)

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he 
mocked the Jews. 2 He said in the presence of his associates and of the army of Samaria, "What are 
these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore things? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish it in a day? Will 
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish-and burned ones at that?" 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was 
beside him, and he said, "That stone wall they are building-any fox going up on it would break it down!" 
4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their taunt back on their own heads, and give them over as 
plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and do not let their sin be blotted out from your 
sight; for they have hurled insults in the face of the builders. 6 So we rebuilt the wall, and all the wall 
was joined together to half its height; for the people had a mind to work. 7 But when Sanballat and 
Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of 
Jerusalem was going forward and the gaps were beginning to be closed, they were very angry, 8 and all 
plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9 So we prayed to our 
God, and set a guard as a protection against them day and night. 10 But Judah said, "The strength of the 
burden bearers is failing, and there is too much rubbish so that we are unable to work on the wall." 11 
And our enemies said, "They will not know or see anything before we come upon them and kill them 
and stop the work." 12 When the Jews who lived near them came, they said to us ten times, "From all 
the places where they live they will come up against us." 13 So in the lowest parts of the space behind 



the wall, in open places, I stationed the people according to their families, with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. 14 After I looked these things over, I stood up and said to the nobles and the 
officials and the rest of the people, "Do not be afraid of them. Remember the LORD, who is great and 
awesome, and fight for your kin, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes." 15 When our 
enemies heard that their plot was known to us, and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, 
each to his work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half held the 
spears, shields, bows, and body-armor; and the leaders posted themselves behind the whole house of 
Judah, 17 who were building the wall. The burden bearers carried their loads in such a way that each 
labored on the work with one hand and with the other held a weapon. 18 And each of the builders had 
his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 19 And 
I said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the people, "The work is great and widely spread out, 
and we are separated far from one another on the wall. 20 Rally to us wherever you hear the sound of the 
trumpet. Our God will fight for us."21 So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from 
break of dawn until the stars came out. 22 I also said to the people at that time, "Let every man and his 
servant pass the night inside Jerusalem, so that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by 
day." 23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me ever 
took off our clothes; each kept his weapon in his right hand.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 12 A Song of Creation 
Benedicite, omnia opera DominiSong of the Three Young Men, 35-65

Invocation

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

I The Cosmic Order

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
O heavens and all waters above the heavens.

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 



all winds and fire and heat.

Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
drops of dew and flakes of snow>

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
O shining light and enfolding dark.

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

II The Earth and its Creatures

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
O whales and all that move in the waters.

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
and all you flocks and herds.

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

III The People of God

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 



praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Doxology

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

New Testament Lesson 

Revelation 7:9-17 (NRSV)

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,  
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom  
and thanksgiving and honor  
and power and might  
be to our God forever and ever! Amen."  
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.  
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,  
and worship him day and night within his temple,  
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;  
the sun will not strike them,  



nor any scorching heat;  
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,  
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,  
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 13:31-35 (NRSV)

31 He put before them another parable:"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." 33 He 
told them another parable:"The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened." 34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; 
without a parable he told them nothing. 35 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:  
"I will open my mouth to speak in parables;  
I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 19 The Song of the Redeemed  
Magna et mirabilia Revelation 15:3-4 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 

O King of all the ages 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord 
and sing the praises of your Name 
for you only are the Holy One. 

All nations will draw near and fall down before you 
because your just and holy works have been revealed. 



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

REFORMATION DAY (from the Lutheran calendar)

On the Eve of All Saints, Day, October 31, 1517, Augustinian Father Doctor Martin Luther, professor of 
Scripture at the University of Wittenberg, Germany posted an invitation to debate on the door of the 
Wittenberg Cathedral. The invitation to debate contained ninety-five points, or theses, concerning the 
sale of indulgences. Luther chose this date for posting his theses because the coming holyday would 
bring many of the community to services, ensuring that his statements would receive wide exposure.

In the preceding months Albert, Archbishop of Mainz had authorized Dominican Friar Johann Tetzel to 
sell indulgences (a paper declaring that the deceased person for whom it had been purchased had 
received total forgiveness of sins and therefore a release from Purgatory) in order to finance the 
construction of St. Peter,s basilica. Tetzel is alleged to have declared "as soon as the coin in the coffer 
clings, the soul from Purgatory springs.

At the same time, Luther had been engaged in intensive study of the scriptures in search of his own 
spiritual peace. He found tremendous relief in "the just shall live by faith. This principle of justification 
by faith became the positive argument underlying the ninety-five theses.

Because the theses were a direct challenge to the Papacy--and to the economic system enriching the 
Papal treasury--the reaction was swift and severe. The Pope initiated proceedings to have Luther tried 
for heresy; proceedings that very likely would have led to his execution. Luther--with the support of the 
Wittenberg faculty--appealed to elector Frederick III of Saxony for protection.

Although Luther did not intend to begin a separate Church, such was the unavoidable consequence of his 
challenge. By 1530 Germany was divided between communities loyal to the Pope and those following 
the reforms initiated by Luther.

For many years Reformation Day was celebrated in Lutheran congregations as a sort of rebirth of the 
Church. In more recent years ecumenical progress has caused some to be embarrassed by the celebration 
of the first schism of Western Christianity. The alternative title "Reformationi/Reconciliation Day has 
been proposed although that has not been widely adopted.

On Reformation Day 1999, the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification between the Lutheran 
World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church was publicly signed in Wittenberg. "Together we 
declare: by faith alone is the centerpiece of this expression of ecumenical convergence.

The appointed lessons for the day (often transferred by Lutherans to the preceding Sunday) point not 
only to the historical situation but also to the Church,s constant need for ongoing renewal. Jeremiah 
31:31-34 tells of the coming New Covenant where God will write His law on every human heart. 



Romans 3:19-28 declares the central tenet of the Reformation "we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law.. John 8:31-36 enjoins us to be constant in the Word in order to be freed by the 
One who is Truth.

And since the law is not yet perfectly inscribed on every heart and all are not yet fully devoted to the 
Word, the task of Reformation is not yet complete. Ecclesia semper Reformata--the Church is always 
reforming.

Written by Rev. J. Thomas Shelley, STS

Prayer:

Almighty God, gracious Father, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their 
enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 



Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 



Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may 
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Saturdays 

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all you works and sanctified a day of rest 
for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the 
service of your sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest 
promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Mission

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone 
might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth 
our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the 
honor of your Name. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Libya. 

The Libya Daily 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers, members of the Salvation Army. 

The Salvation Army 

For Joy in God's Creation

O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gracious hand in 
all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the 

http://www.libyadaily.com/
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/


sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Good Use of Leisure

O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant that we may so 
use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits may be opened to the 
goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Unemployed

Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide 
the people of this land so to use our public and private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling 
employment, and receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer of Self-Dedication

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so 
control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you, 
as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Benediction



Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. Romans 15:13 

  


