
Sunday, The First Sunday of Advent
Morning Prayer

Hymn: Come surely, Lord Jesus
Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night,
our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.
One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

[One verse ending.]

Words: Mary Anne Parrott
Music: James Ramsey Murray
Tune: Mueller

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36

Hymn: Awake, awake to love and work!
Awake, awake to love and work!
The lark is in the sky;
The fields are wet with diamond dew;
The worlds awake to cry
Their blessings on the Lord of life,
As He goes meekly by.



Come, let thy voice be one with theirs,
Shout with their shout of praise;
See how the giant sun soars up,
Great lord of years and days!
So let the love of Jesus come
And set thy soul ablaze.

To give and give, and give again,
What God hath given thee;
To spend thyself nor count the cost;
To serve right gloriously
The God Who gave all worlds that are,
And all that are to be.

Words: Geoffrey Anketel Studdert Kennedy (1921)
Tune: Morning Song, from Kentucky Harmony, 1816

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *



he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

146 Lauda, anima mea
or Coverdale
1 Hallelujah!

Praise the Lord, O my soul! *
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of Earth, *
for there is no help in them. 

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish. 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5 Who made heaven and Earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger. 

7
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 The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

147 Laudate Dominum
or Coverdale
1 Hallelujah!

How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names. 

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom. 

6 The Lord lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp. 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/147.html


8 He covers the heavens with clouds *
and prepares rain for the Earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *
and green plants to serve mankind. 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry. 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

12 But the Lord has pleasure in those who fear him, *
in those who await his gracious favor. 

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
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 He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!

*

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 1:1-9

1The vision of the Prophet Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah.

2Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for the Lord has spoken: I reared

children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me. 3The ox
knows its owner, and the donkey its master's crib; but Israel does not know,

my people do not understand. 4Ah, sinful nation, people laden with iniquity,
offspring who do evil, children who deal corruptly, who have forsaken the
Lord, who have despised the Holy One of Israel, who are utterly estranged!
5Why do you seek further beatings? Why do you continue to rebel? The

whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 6From the sole of the foot even
to the head, there is no soundness in it, but bruises and sores and bleeding



wounds; they have not been drained, or bound up, or softened with oil. 7Your
country lies desolate, your cities are burned with fire; in your very presence

aliens devour your land; it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners. 8And
daughter Zion is left like a booth in a vineyard, like a shelter in a cucumber

field, like a besieged city. 9If the Lord of hosts had not left us a few survivors,
we would have been like Sodom, and become like Gomorrah.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle M
A Song of Faith
1 Peter 1:3-4,18-21
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 

by divine mercy we have a new birth into a living hope;
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * 

we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven.
The ransom that was paid to free us * 

was not paid in silver or gold,
But in the precious blood of Christ, * 

the Lamb without spot or stain.
God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory * 

so that we might have faith and hope in God.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 3:1-10

1



This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you; in them I am

trying to arouse your sincere intention by reminding you 2that you should
remember the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets, and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken through your apostles.

3First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will come,

scoffing and indulging their own lusts 4and saying, "Where is the promise of
his coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things continue as they were

from the beginning of creation!" 5They deliberately ignore this fact, that by
the word of God heavens existed long ago and an earth was formed out of

water and by means of water, 6through which the world of that time was

deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the present heavens
and earth have been reserved for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and
destruction of the godless.

8But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.

9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is
patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will
pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and
the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

21 You are God Te Deum laudamus



You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;

Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

The Gospel

Reader



A reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 25:1-18

1"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five

were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;
4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was

delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a

shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7Then all those

bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise,

'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9But the wise replied,
'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the

dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding

banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also,

saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not

know you.' 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.

14"For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and

entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one
who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and

made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents

made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response



And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader



Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of the Comoros

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Hungarian Reformed
Church in America.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Church
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth,
in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comoros
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it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake
of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen.

For Church Musicians and Artists
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present
with your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises
offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your
beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Families
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who places solitary persons in families:
We commend to your continual care the homes in which your people dwell.
Put far from them, we beseech you, every root of bitterness, the desire of
vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, and godliness. Knit together in constant affection those
who, in marriage, have been made one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to
the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; and so enkindle
fervent charity among us all, that we may evermore be kindly one to another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Savior of the nations, come
Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin's Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heav'n and Earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh--
Woman's offspring, pure and fresh.



Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon his throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,
His heroic course began.

God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father's Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow'r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light now faith abides.

Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.

Singer: The Lutheran Warbler
The Lutheran Hymnal Hymn 95
Text: John 1:14
Words: St. Ambrose, +397



German version translated by Martin Luther, 1524
English version translated by William M. Reynolds, 1860, alt.
Tune: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;



for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;



With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4



 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.



Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,



friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Monday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 1 
Channing Moore Williams

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

Hymn: Awake from your slumber!
Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.
The people in darkness have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day. 
The One who has loved us has brightened our way.
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be
a light for his people to set their hearts free.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

(coda) God is light; in him there is no darkness.
Let us walk in his light, his children one and all.



O comfort my people make gentle your words,
proclaim to my city the day of her birth.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

Words and Music: Dan Schutte

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord



Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *



and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

1 Beatus vir qui non abiit
or Coverdale
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of

the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when
judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

2 Quare fremuerunt gentes?
or Coverdale

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/1.html
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1 Why are the nations in an uproar? *
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 

2 Why do the kings of the Earth rise up in revolt,
and the princes plot together, *
against the Lord and against his Anointed? 

3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; *
"let us cast off their bonds from us." 

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *
the Lord has them in derision. 

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *
and his rage fills them with terror. 

6 "I myself have set my king *
upon my holy hill of Zion." 

7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *
he said to me, "You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for
your inheritance *
and the ends of the earth for your possession. 

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *
and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 

10 And now, you kings, be wise; *
be warned, you rulers of the Earth. 

11 Submit to the Lord with fear, *
and with trembling bow before him; 

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; *



for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
13 Happy are they all *

who take refuge in him!

3 Domine, quid multiplicati
or Coverdale
1 Lord, how many adversaries I have!*

how many there are who rise up against me! 
2 How many there are who say of me, *

"There is no help for him in his God." 
3 But you, O Lord, are a shield about me; *

you are my glory, the one who lifts up my head. 
4 I call aloud upon the Lord, *

and he answers me from his holy hill; 
5 I lie down and go to sleep; *

I wake again, because the Lord sustains me. 
6 I do not fear the multitudes of people *

who set themselves against me all around. 
7 Rise up, O Lord; set me free, O my God; *

surely, you will strike all my enemies across the face,
you will break the teeth of the wicked. 

8 Deliverance belongs to the Lord.*
Your blessing be upon your people!

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/3.html


and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 1:10-20

10Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of

our God, you people of Gomorrah! 11What to me is the multitude of your
sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the
fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.
12When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand?

Trample my courts no more; 13bringing offerings is futile; incense is an
abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— I

cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 14Your new moons and your
appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am

weary of bearing them. 15When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my
eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your
hands are full of blood.

16Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings

from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 17learn to do good; seek justice, rescue

the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 18Come now, let us
argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like

snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 19If you

are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; 20but if you refuse
and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has



spoken.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader



A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 1:1-10

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,

constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and

labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we

know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because
our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of
persons we proved to be among you for your sake.

6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution

you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you

became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the
word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we

have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about
us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God

from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath
that is coming.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19



The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 20:1-8

1One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the good

news, the chief priests and the scribes came with the elders 2and said to him,
"Tell us, by what authority are you doing these things? Who is it who gave

you this authority?" 3He answered them, "I will also ask you a question, and

you tell me: 4Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human

origin?" 5They discussed it with one another, saying, "If we say, 'From

heaven,' he will say, 'Why did you not believe him?' 6But if we say, 'Of
human origin,' all the people will stone us; for they are convinced that John

7



was a prophet." So they answered that they did not know where it came from.
8Then Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,



thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader



Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo


We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Methodist Church in Fiji
and Rotuma.

The Commemoration: Channing Moore Williams

Channing Moore Williams was born in Richmond, Virginia, in 1829, and
ordained deacon in 1855. The Episcopal Church sent him to China, where he
was ordained priest in 1857. In 1859 he was sent to Nagasaki, Japan, and in
1866 was consecrated Bishop of China and Japan. In 1868 Japan was opened
to far greater contact with the West than before, and he determined that he
could achieve best results by concentrating his efforts on Japan. In 1874 (or is
that 1877?) a new bishop (Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewski, see October
14) was consecrated for China, and Williams went to Tokyo (then called Edo
or Yedo), where he founded what is now St Paul's University. In 1878 he
helped unite several mission efforts in the formation of the Nippon Sei Ko
Kai, the Holy Catholic Church in Japan. In 1889 his health began to fail, and
he asked to be relieved. In 1893 a successor was appointed, and Williams
stayed on, living in Kyoto and helping to open new mission stations. He
returned to America in 1908 and died 2 December 1910.

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
O God, who in your providence called Channing Moore Williams to the
ministry of this church and gave him the gifts and the perseverance to preach
the Gospel in new lands: Inspire us, by his example and prayers, to commit
our talents to your service, confident that you uphold those whom you call;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/methodist-church-in-fiji-and-rotuma
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Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life
and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For All Sorts and Conditions
O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for all sorts
and conditions of people; that you would be pleased to make your ways
known unto them, your saving health unto all nations. More especially we
pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by
your good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to your fatherly
goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body,
or estate; that it may please you to comfort and relieve them according to their
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy
issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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Amen.

For the Poor and Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and
neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and
the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them.
Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became
poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those Who Live Alone
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who
live alone may not be lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps,
they may find fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: As I went down to the river to pray
As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show us the way ! 
O sisters let's go down, 
Let's go down, come on down, 
O sisters let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show us the way ! 
O brothers let's go down, 
Let's go down, come on down, 



Come on brothers let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show us the way! 
O fathers let's go down, 
Let's go down, come on down, 
O fathers let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show us the way! 
O brothers let's go down, 
Let's go down, don't you want to go down? 
O brothers let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray. 

O sinners let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

Singers: Sam Robson
Music: Traditional

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,



so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make



our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader 
O God, make speed to save us.

Response 



O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader



Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone



Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Tuesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 1
Francis Xavier

The Opening

Opening Sentence
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Isaiah 40:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul
[27 second introduction]

Awake, my soul, and with the sun
Thy daily stage of duty run
Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise
To pay thy morning sacrifice

[Interlude]

Lord, I my vows to Thee renew
Disperse my sins as morning dew
Guard my first spring of thought and will
And with Thyself my spirit fill

[Interlude]

Direct, control, suggest this day
All I design or do or say
That all my pow'rs with all their might
In Thy sole glory may unite

[Interlude]

Praise God from whom all blessings flow



Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Words: Thomas Ken
Tune: Tallis Canon
Arrangement: Nancy Raabe

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy



Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

5 Verba mea auribus
or Coverdale
1Give ear to my words, O Lord; *

consider my meditation. 
2Hearken to my cry for help, my King and my God, *

for I make my prayer to you.
3In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; *

early in the morning I make my appeal and watch for you. 
4For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, *

and evil cannot dwell with you. 
5Braggarts cannot stand in your sight; *

you hate all those who work wickedness. 
6You destroy those who speak lies; *

the bloodthirsty and deceitful, O Lord, you abhor. 
7But as for me, through the greatness of your mercy I will

go into your house; *
I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you. 

8Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness,
because of those who lie in wait for me; *
make your way straight before me. 

9For there is no truth in their mouth; *
there is destruction in their heart; 

10Their throat is an open grave; *
they flatter with their tongue. 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/5.html


11Declare them guilty, O God; *
let them fall, because of their schemes. 

12Because of their many transgressions cast them out, *
for they have rebelled against you. 

13But all who take refuge in you will be glad; *
they will sing out their joy for ever. 

14You will shelter them, *
so that those who love your Name may exult in you. 

15For you, O Lord, will bless the righteous; *
you will defend them with your favor as with a shield.

6 Domine, ne in furore
or Coverdale
1Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger; *

do not punish me in your wrath. 
2Have pity on me, Lord, for I am weak; *

heal me, Lord, for my bones are racked. 
3My spirit shakes with terror; *

how long, O Lord, how long? 
4Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; *

save me for your mercy’s sake. 
5For in death no one remembers you; *

and who will give you thanks in the grave? 
6I grow weary because of my groaning; *

every night I drench my bed
and flood my couch with tears. 

7My eyes are wasted with grief *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/6.html


and worn away because of all my enemies. 
8Depart from me, all evildoers, *

for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 
9The Lord has heard my supplication; *

the Lord accepts my prayer. 
10All my enemies shall be confounded 

and quake with fear; *
they shall turn back and suddenly be put to shame.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 1:21-31

21How the faithful city has become a whore! She that was full of justice,

righteousness lodged in her— but now murderers! 22Your silver has become

dross, your wine is mixed with water. 23Your princes are rebels and
companions of thieves. Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts. They do
not defend the orphan, and the widow's cause does not come before them.
24Therefore says the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:
Ah, I will pour out my wrath on my enemies, and avenge myself on my foes!
25I will turn my hand against you; I will smelt away your dross as with lye



and remove all your alloy. 26And I will restore your judges as at the first, and
your counselors as at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called the city of

righteousness, the faithful city. 27Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those

in her who repent, by righteousness. 28But rebels and sinners shall be

destroyed together, and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. 29For
you shall be ashamed of the oaks in which you delighted; and you shall blush

for the gardens that you have chosen. 30For you shall be like an oak whose

leaf withers, and like a garden without water. 31The strong shall become like
tinder, and their work like a spark; they and their work shall burn together,
with no one to quench them.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *



in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 2:1-12

1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in

vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel

of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring from

deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we have been approved by
God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to

please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as
God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for

greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others,

7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were

gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very

dear to us. 9You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked
night and day, so that we might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to

you the gospel of God. 10You are witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright,

and blameless our conduct was toward you believers. 11As you know, we
12



dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, urging and
encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls
you into his own kingdom and glory.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader



A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 20:9-18

9He began to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, and

leased it to tenants, and went to another country for a long time. 10When the
season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him
his share of the produce of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him

away empty-handed. 11Next he sent another slave; that one also they beat and

insulted and sent away empty-handed. 12And he sent still a third; this one also

they wounded and threw out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What

shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.' 14But
when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, 'This

is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.' 15So they threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the

vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and give the

vineyard to others." When they heard this, they said, "Heaven forbid!" 17But
he looked at them and said, "What then does this text mean: 'The stone that

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone'? 18Everyone who falls on
that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response



So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and
men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of the Congo

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Presbyterian Church of
Ghana.

The Commemoration: Francis Xavier

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_the_Congo
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/presbyterian-church-of-ghana
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/presbyterian-church-of-ghana


Francis Xavier, or Francisco do Yasu y Javier, was a Basque. (The Basques
are a people from the region of Biscay in northern Spain, whose language is
unrelated to any other known language.) He was born in 1506 and studied at
the University of Paris, where he met Ignatius Loyola and joined together with
him and five others in dedicating their lives to the will and service of God, and
forming the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) in 1534. In 1541 Francis sailed with
two companions from Portugal to the Portuguese colony of Goa on the west
coast of India (arriving in May 1542), where he set about learning the
language and writing a catechism for the instruction of converts.

He visited the prisons and the hospitals, conducted worship services among
the lepers, and walked the streets ringing a bell to call the children for
religious instruction. His chief method of instructing the people was to write
verses in their language setting forth the truths of the Christian faith, and set
them to music. Both words and tunes tended to be "catchy," and his doggerel
instructions were extremely popular and were sung everywhere. He preached
tirelessly, both to the native peoples and to the Europeans living there.

Francis found to his dismay that the Portuguese settlers and soldiers of the
colony were brutal in their treatment of the natives, and that, even aside from
this, their manner of life did not commend their nominal faith to the native
observer. He wrote boldly to the King of Portugal to complain: "It is possible
that when our Lord God calls your Highness to his Judgement that your
Highness may hear angry words from him: "Why did you not punish those
who were your subjects and owned your authority, and were enemies to me in
India?'"

After five months in Goa, Francis went to the east coast of India, near Sri
Lanka (Ceylon), where he preached to a people called the Paravas, with
considerable success until the ruler of Jaffna in northern Ceylon became
alarmed and suppressed his mission by force.



Throughout most of 1545 to 1547, Francis preached in Malacca (another
Portuguese possession) and other places on or near the Malay Peninsula. Here
he encountered a Japanese expatriate (Anjiro, later baptized as Paul), and
became interested in the possibility of a Japanese mission. After a brief return
to Goa, he set out for Japan with another Jesuit priest and three Japanese
converts. Here he learned the language, wrote a catechism, and preached. The
authorities welcomed him in some towns and prevented him from teaching in
others. Altogether Francis, the first to preach the Gospel in Japan, made
perhaps 2000 converts there.

He then determined to carry the Gospel to China, at that time closed to
outsiders. He bribed a ship's captain to smuggle him into the country, but had
barely arrived there when he was stricken with fever and died on 3 December
1552. His body was brought back to Goa and buried there.

By all acounts, he was a man who preached the Gospel with tireless energy,
and with great power and effectiveness. Estimates of the number of converts
that he personally baptized vary, but some of them are in the six-digit range.
One biographer says that he preached to more persons than anyone else since
New Testament times.

Francis wrote as follows in a letter to Ignatius:

"Many, many people hereabouts are not becoming Christians for one reason
only: there is nobody to make them Christians. Again and again I have
thought of going around the universities of Europe, especially Paris, and
crying out to the scholars: "What a tragedy: how many souls are being shut
out of heaven, thanks to you!"

This thought would certainly stir most of them to listen actively to what God
is saying to them. They would forget their own desires and give themselves
over entirely to God's will and his choice. They would cry out with all their
heart: "Lord, here am I! Send me. Send me anywhere you like -- even to



India!"

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
God of all nations, Raise up in this and every land, evangelists and heralds of
your kingdom, that like your servant Francis Xavier we may proclaim the
unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and
prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the
guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to your will, and give
them hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them release;
forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in
these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from
becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord,
we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your
mercy's sake. Amen.

For the Victims of Addiction
Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion
upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to
them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that
beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who
care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

Hymn: Come down, O love divine
Come down, O love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing.
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing;
true lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part,



and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
Shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace, till he become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling.

Singers: King's College, Cambridge
Words: Bianco da Siena (15thC) 
Translation: Richard Frederick Littledale
Music: Williams
Tune: Down Ampney

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving

http://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/choir/


Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.



Response

Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm



Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18



Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.



Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.



Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion



Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Wednesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 1
John of Damascus

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the east, and see
your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One.
Baruch 5:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve
Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve,
And press with vigor on;
A heavenly race demands thy zeal,
And an immortal crown.

'Tis God's all animating voice,
That calls thee from on high;
'Tis his own hand presents the prize
To thine aspiring eye.

A cloud of witnesses around,
Hold thee in full survey;
Forget the steps already trod,
And onward urge thy way.

Blessed Savior, introduced by thee,
Our race have we begun;
And crown'd with victory, at thy feet
We lay our trophies down.

Strand Seventh Day Adventist Church on the 31 March 2012. Cape Town,



South Africa

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader



Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Psalm 63:1-8 Deus, Deus meus
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.

For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.



Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

119:1-24
or Coverdale
Aleph   Beati immaculati

1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, *
who walk in the law of the Lord! 

2 Happy are they who observe his decrees *
and seek him with all their hearts! 

3 Who never do any wrong, *
but always walk in his ways. 

4 You laid down your commandments, *
that we should fully keep them. 

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct *
that I might keep your statutes! 

6 Then I should not be put to shame, *
when I regard all your commandments. 

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, *
when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep your statutes; *
do not utterly forsake me.

Beth   In quo corrigit?

9 How shall a young man cleanse his way? *
By keeping to your words. 

10 With my whole heart I seek you; *
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let me not stray from your commandments. 
11 I treasure your promise in my heart, *

that I may not sin against you. 
12 Blessed are you, O Lord; *

instruct me in your statutes. 
13 With my lips will I recite *

all the judgments of your mouth. 
14 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees *

than in all manner of riches. 
15 I will meditate on your commandments *

and give attention to your ways. 
16 My delight is in your statutes; *

I will not forget your word.

Gimel   Retribue servo tuo

17 Deal bountifully with your servant, *
that I may live and keep your word. 

18 Open my eyes, that I may see *
the wonders of your law. 

19 I am a stranger here on earth; *
do not hide your commandments from me. 

20 My soul is consumed at all times *
with longing for your judgments. 

21 You have rebuked the insolent; *
cursed are they who stray from your commandments! 

22 Turn from me shame and rebuke, *
for I have kept your decrees. 



23 Even though rulers sit and plot against me, *
I will meditate on your statutes. 

24 For your decrees are my delight, *
and they are my counselors.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 2:1-11

1The word that the Prophet Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and

Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, "Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion

shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall
judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

6For you have forsaken the ways of your people, O house of Jacob. Indeed



they are full of diviners from the east and of soothsayers like the Philistines,

and they clasp hands with foreigners. 7Their land is filled with silver and gold,
and there is no end to their treasures; their land is filled with horses, and there

is no end to their chariots. 8Their land is filled with idols; they bow down to

the work of their hands, to what their own fingers have made. 9And so people
are humbled, and everyone is brought low— do not forgive them!

10Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust from the terror of the Lord, and

from the glory of his majesty. 11The haughty eyes of people shall be brought
low, and the pride of everyone shall be humbled; and the Lord alone will be
exalted in that day.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19
Surge, illuminare
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; *



by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 2:13-20

13We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the
word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but

as what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers. 14For
you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ
Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered the same things from your own

compatriots as they did from the Jews, 15who killed both the Lord Jesus and

the prophets, and drove us out; they displease God and oppose everyone 16by
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. Thus
they have constantly been filling up the measure of their sins; but God's wrath
has overtaken them at last.



17As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made
orphans by being separated from you—in person, not in heart—we longed

with great eagerness to see you face to face. 18For we wanted to come to you
—certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—but Satan blocked our way.
19For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at

his coming? Is it not you? 20Yes, you are our glory and joy!

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle J
A Song of Judith
Judith 16:13-16
I will sing a new song to my God, * 

for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, * 

for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, * 

no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, * 

rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, * 

you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, * 

but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 20:19-26

19When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable
against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they
feared the people.

20So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to
trap him by what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and

authority of the governor. 21So they asked him, "Teacher, we know that you
are right in what you say and teach, and you show deference to no one, but

teach the way of God in accordance with truth. 22Is it lawful for us to pay

taxes to the emperor, or not?" 23But he perceived their craftiness and said to

them, 24"Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?"

They said, "The emperor's." 25He said to them, "Then give to the emperor the

things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 26And
they were not able in the presence of the people to trap him by what he said;
and being amazed by his answer, they became silent.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response



Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.



World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of the Cook Islands.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Reformed Church in
Hungary.

The Commemoration: John of Damascus

John is generally accounted "the last of the Fathers". He was the son of a
Christian official at the court of the moslem khalif Abdul Malek, and
succeeded to his father's office.

In his time there was a dispute among Christians between the Iconoclasts
(image-breakers) and the Iconodules (image-venerators or image-respectors).
The Emperor, Leo III, was a vigorous upholder of the Iconoclast position.
John wrote in favor of the Iconodules with great effectiveness. Ironically, he
was able to do this chiefly because he had the protection of the moslem khalif
(ironic because the moslems have a strong prohibition against the religious
use of pictures or images).

John is also known as a hymn-writer. Two of his hymns are sung in English at
Easter ("Come ye faithful, raise the strain" and "The Day of Resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad!"). Many more are sung in the Eastern Church.

His major writing is The Fount of Knowledge, of which the third part, The
Orthodox Faith, is a summary of Christian doctrine as expounded by the
Greek Fathers.

The dispute about icons was not a dispute between East and West as such.
Both the Greek and the Latin churches accepted the final decision.

The Iconoclasts maintained that the use of religious images was a violation of
the Second Commandment ("Thou shalt not make a graven image... thou shalt
not bow down to them").
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The Iconodules replied that the coming of Christ had radically changed the
situation, and that the commandment must now be understood in a new way,
just as the commandment to "Remember the Sabbath Day" must be
understood in a new way since the Resurrection of Jesus on the first day of the
week.

Before the Incarnation, it had indeed been improper to portray the invisible
God in visible form; but God, by taking fleshly form in the person of Jesus
Christ, had blessed the whole realm of matter and made it a fit instrument for
manifesting the Divine Splendor. He had reclaimed everything in heaven and
earth for His service, and had made water and oil, bread and wine, means of
conveying His grace to men. He had made painting and sculpture and music
and the spoken word, and indeed all our daily tasks and pleasures, the
common round of everyday life, a means whereby man might glorify God and
be made aware of Him. (NOTE: I always use "man" in the gender-inclusive
sense unless the context plainly indicates otherwise.)

Obviously, the use of images and pictures in a religious context is open to
abuse, and in the sixteenth century abuses had become so prevalent that some
(not all) of the early Protestants reacted by denouncing the use of images
altogether. Many years ago, I heard a sermon in my home parish (All Saints'
Church, East Lansing, Michigan) on the Commandment, "Thou shalt not
make a graven image, nor the likeness of anything in the heavens above, nor
in the earth beneath, nor in the waters under the earth -- thou shalt not bow
down to them, nor worship them." (Exodus 20:4-5 and Deuteronomy 5:8-9)
The preacher (Gordon Jones) pointed out that, even if we refrain completely
from the use of statues and paintings in representing God, we will certainly
use mental or verbal images, will think of God in terms of concepts that the
human mind can grasp, since the alternative is not to think of Him at all. (Here
I digress to note that, if we reject the images offered in Holy Scripture of God
as Father, Shepherd, King, Judge, on the grounds that they are not literally



accurate, we will end up substituting other images -- an endless, silent sea, a
dome of white radiance, an infinitely attenuated ether permeating all space, an
electromagnetic force field, or whatever, which is no more literally true than
the image it replaces, and which leaves out the truths that the Scriptural
images convey. (One of the best books I know on this subject is Edwyn
Bevan's Symbolism and Belief, Beacon Press, originally a Gifford Lectures
series.[note - now out of print]) C S Lewis repeats what a woman of his
acquaintance told him: that as a child she was taught to think of God as an
infinite "perfect substance," with the result that for years she envisioned Him
as a kind of enormous tapioca pudding. To make matters worse, she disliked
tapioca. Back to the sermon.) The sin of idolatry consists of giving to the
image the devotion that properly belongs to God. No educated man today is in
danger of confusing God with a painting or statue, but we may give to a
particular concept of God the unconditional allegiance that properly belongs
to God Himself. This does not, of course, mean that one concept of God is as
good as another, or that it may not be our duty to reject something said about
God as simply false. Images, concepts, of God matter, because it matters how
we think about God. The danger is one of intellectual pride, of forgetting that
the Good News is, not that we know God, but that He knows us (1 Corinthians
8:3), not that we love Him, but that He loves us (1 John 4:10).

(Incidentally, it was customary in my parish in those days for the preacher to
preach a short "Children's Sermon," after which the children were dismissed
for Sunday School, and the regular sermon and the rest of the service
followed. What I have described above was the Children's Sermon. I remained
for the regular sermon, but found it a bit over my head -- a salutary correction
to my intellectual snobbery.)

In the East Orthodox tradition, three-dimensional representations are seldom
used. The standard icon is a painting, highly stylized, and thought of as a
window through which the worshipper is looking into Heaven. (Hence, the



background of the picture is almost always gold leaf.) In an Eastern church, an
iconostasis (icon screen) flanks the altar on each side, with images of angels
and saints (including Old Testament persons) as a sign that the whole church
in Heaven and earth is one body in Christ, and unites in one voice of praise
and thanksgiving in the Holy Liturgy. At one point in the service, the minister
takes a censer and goes to each icon in turn, bows and swings the censer at the
icon. He then does the same thing to the congregation -- ideally, if time
permits, to each worshipper separately, as a sign that every Christian is an
icon, made in the image and likeness of God, an organ in the body of Christ, a
window through whom the splendor of Heaven shines forth.

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
Confirm our minds, O Lord, in the mysteries of the true faith, set forth with
power by your servant John of Damscus; that we, with him, confessing Jesus
to be true God and true Man, and singing the praises of the risen Lord, may,
by the power of the resurrection, attain to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
evermore. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.



Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Nation
Lord God Almighty, who has made all the peoples of the earth for your glory,
to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal
for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in
accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For the President of the
United States
and all in Civil Authority
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this
nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may
dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the
Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this
people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

Hymn: Come, Holy Ghost
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,
and lighten with celestial fire.
Thou the anointing Spirit art,
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.

Thy blessed unction from above
is comfort, life, and fire of love.
Enable with perpetual light
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the dullness of our blinded sight.

Anoint and cheer our soiléd face
with the abundance of thy grace.
Keep far our foes, give peace at home:
where thou art guide, no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son,
and thee, of both, to be but One,
that through the ages all along,
this may be our endless song:

Praise to thy eternal merit,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Singers: The Choir of St. Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh, Scotland
Words: Rhabanus Maurus (9th C)
Tune: Veni Creator Spiritus

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving



Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.



Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm



Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.



The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,



thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.



Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.



Response

Thanks be to God.



Thursday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 1
Clement of Alexandria

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness; let
the earth open, that salvation may spring up, and let it cause righteousness to
sprout up also. Isaiah 45:8, NRSV

Hymn: Lord God of morning and of night
Lord God of morning and of night,
We thank Thee for Thy gift of light;
As in the dawn the shadows fly,
We seem to find Thee now more nigh.

Yet, whilst Thy will we would persue
Oft what we would we cannot do.
The sun may stand in zenith skies
But on the soul thick midnight lies.

O Lord of lights, tis Thou alone
Canst make our darkened hearts Thine own;
O then be with us, Lord, that we
In Thy great day may wake to Thee.

Praise God our Maker and our Friend;
Praise Him through time, till time shall end;
Till psalm and song His name adore
Through heavens great day of evermore.

Singers: Harvard University Choir



Text: Francis Turner Palgrave
Music: M. Lee Suitor

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.



Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.



The Psalter

18 Part 1 Diligam te, Domine 
or Coverdale
1 I love you, O Lord my strength, *

O Lord my stronghold, my crag, and my haven. 
2 My God, my rock in whom I put my trust, *

my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge;
you are worthy of praise. 

3 I will call upon the Lord, *
and so shall I be saved from my enemies. 

4 The breakers of death rolled over me, *
and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid. 

5 The cords of hell entangled me, *
and the snares of death were set for me. 

6 I called upon the Lord in my distress *
and cried out to my God for help. 

7 He heard my voice from his heavenly dwelling; *
my cry of anguish came to his ears. 

8 The earth reeled and rocked; *
the roots of the mountains shook;
they reeled because of his anger. 

9 Smoke rose from his nostrils
and a consuming fire out of his mouth; *
hot burning coals blazed forth from him. 

10 He parted the heavens and came down *
with a storm cloud under his feet. 

11 He mounted on cherubim and flew; *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/18a.html


he swooped on the wings of the wind. 
12 He wrapped darkness about him; *

he made dark waters and thick clouds his pavilion. 
13 From the brightness of his presence, through the clouds, *

burst hailstones and coals of fire. 
14 The Lord thundered out of heaven; *

the Most High uttered his voice. 
15 He loosed his arrows and scattered them; *

he hurled thunderbolts and routed them. 
16 The beds of the seas were uncovered,

and the foundations of the world laid bare, *
at your battle cry, O Lord,
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

17 He reached down from on high and grasped me; *
he drew me out of great waters. 

18 He delivered me from my strong enemies
and from those who hated me; *
for they were too mighty for me. 

19 They confronted me in the day of my disaster; *
but the Lord was my support. 

20 He brought me out into an open place; *
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.



World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 2:12-22

12For the Lord of hosts has a day against all that is proud and lofty, against all

that is lifted up and high; 13against all the cedars of Lebanon, lofty and lifted

up; and against all the oaks of Bashan; 14against all the high mountains, and

against all the lofty hills; 15against every high tower, and against every

fortified wall; 16against all the ships of Tarshish, and against all the beautiful

craft. 17The haughtiness of people shall be humbled, and the pride of
everyone shall be brought low; and the Lord alone will be exalted on that day.
18The idols shall utterly pass away. 19Enter the caves of the rocks and the
holes of the ground, from the terror of the Lord, and from the glory of his

majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth. 20On that day people will throw
away to the moles and to the bats their idols of silver and their idols of gold,

which they made for themselves to worship, 21to enter the caverns of the
rocks and the clefts in the crags, from the terror of the Lord, and from the

glory of his majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth. 22Turn away from
mortals, who have only breath in their nostrils, for of what account are they?

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.



Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 3:1-13

1Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we decided to be left alone in

Athens; 2and we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker for God in
proclaiming the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you for the sake

of your faith, 3so that no one would be shaken by these persecutions. Indeed,



you yourselves know that this is what we are destined for. 4In fact, when we
were with you, we told you beforehand that we were to suffer persecution; so

it turned out, as you know. 5For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I
sent to find out about your faith; I was afraid that somehow the tempter had
tempted you and that our labor had been in vain.

6But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good
news of your faith and love. He has told us also that you always remember us

kindly and long to see us—just as we long to see you. 7For this reason,
brothers and sisters, during all our distress and persecution we have been

encouraged about you through your faith. 8For we now live, if you continue to

stand firm in the Lord. 9How can we thank God enough for you in return for

all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we
pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.

11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to

you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one

another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia



Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 20:27-40

27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 28and
asked him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise

up children for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers; the first

married, and died childless; 30then the second 31and the third married her, and

so in the same way all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died.
33In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven

had married her." 34Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry

and are given in marriage; 35but those who are considered worthy of a place
in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in



marriage. 36Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and

are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he
speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of
them are alive."

39Then some of the scribes answered, "Teacher, you have spoken well." 40For
they no longer dared to ask him another question.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.



Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that



in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires,
incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace;
that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when
night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Costa Rica.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of
Canada.

The Commemoration: Clement of Alexandria

Clement, a native of Athens, was converted to Christianity by Pantaenus,
founder of the Catechetical School at Alexandria (then the intellectual capital
of the Mediterranean world), and succeeded his teacher as head of the School
about 180.

For over 20 years he labored effectively as an apologist for the faith and
catechist of the faithful. He regarded the science and philosophy of the Greeks
as being, like the Torah of the Hebrews, a preparation for the Gospel, and the
curriculum of his School undertook to give his students both a knowledge of
the Gospel of Christ and a sound liberal education.

His speculative theology, his scholarly defense of the faith and his willingness
to meet non-Christian scholars on their own grounds, helped to establish the
good reputation of Christianity in the world of learning and prepare the way

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rica
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for his pupil, Origen, the most eminent theologian of Greek Christianity.

O God of unsearchable wisdom, you gave your servant Clement grace to
understand and teach the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, the source of all truth:
Grant to your church the same grace to discern your Word wherever truth is
found; through Jesus Christ our unfailing light, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
O God of unsearchable wisdom, you gave your servant Clement grace to
understand and teach the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, the source of all truth:
Grant to your church the same grace to discern your Word wherever truth is
found; through Jesus Christ our unfailing light, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Peace Among Nations
Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the
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way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the
fruit of righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

For Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men
and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day
with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of
your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For the Conservation of Natural Resources
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us
fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the
resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that
generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Come thou long-expected, Jesus
Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's Strength and Consolation,
Hope of all the Earth Thou art;
Dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Joy to those who long to see Thee
Dayspring from on high, appear.
Come thou promised Rod of Jesse



Of Thy birth we long to hear!
O'er the hills the angels singing new,
glad tidings of a birth;
"Go to him, your praises bringing,
Christ the Lord has come to Earth."

Come to Earth to taste our sadness
He whose glories knew no end;
By his life he brings us gladness
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number,
Born within a cattle stall;
This the everlasting wonder,
Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Red Mountain Music/Singer:Ashley Spurling.

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,



so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make



our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader



O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 



for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader



Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Friday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 1
Nicholas of Myra

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

Hymn: Lord God, we thank you, now the night is over
Lord God, we thank you, now the night is over,
active and watchful, stand we here before you;
singing we offer prayer and meditation:
thus we adore you.

Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions;
banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending;
bring us to heaven, where your saints united
joy without ending.

Singers: Donna Seda (soprano), Laurel Helgren (alto), Gaye Gay (tenor), Bob
Mangels (bass)
Words: attributed to Gregory the Great, sixth century;
trans. Percy Dearmer, 1906 
Tune: Christe sanctorum
Recorded for The Mission of St. Clare

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.



Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

16 Conserva me, Domine
or Coverdale
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *

I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,
my good above all other." 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/16.html


2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the Lord always before me; *
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

17 Exaudi, Domine
or Coverdale
1 Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord;

give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/17.html


2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 

3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
I have heeded the words of your lips. 

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them. 

8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; *
hide me under the shadow of your wings, 

9 From the wicked who assault me, *
from my deadly enemies who surround me. 

10 They have closed their heart to pity, *
and their mouth speaks proud things. 

11 They press me hard,
now they surround me, *
watching how they may cast me to the ground, 

12 Like a lion, greedy for its prey, *
and like a young lion lurking in secret places. 

13 Arise, O Lord; confront them and bring them down; *
deliver me from the wicked by your sword. 

14



 Deliver me, O Lord, by your hand *
from those whose portion in life is this world; 

15 Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, *
who are well supplied with children
and leave their wealth to their little ones. 

16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; *
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 3:8-15

8For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, because their speech and
their deeds are against the Lord, defying his glorious presence.

9The look on their faces bears witness against them; they proclaim their sin
like Sodom, they do not hide it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on

themselves. 10Tell the innocent how fortunate they are, for they shall eat the

fruit of their labors. 11Woe to the guilty! How unfortunate they are, for what

their hands have done shall be done to them. 12My people—children are their
oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, your leaders mislead

13



you, and confuse the course of your paths. The Lord rises to argue his case;

he stands to judge the peoples. 14The Lord enters into judgment with the
elders and princes of his people: It is you who have devoured the vineyard; the

spoil of the poor is in your houses. 15What do you mean by crushing my
people, by grinding the face of the poor? says the Lord God of hosts.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle Q
A Song of Christ's Goodness
Anselm of Canterbury
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; * 

you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, * 

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment.
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, * 

in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us.
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life; * 

by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy.
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; * 

through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear.
Your warmth gives life to the dead, * 

your touch makes sinners righteous.
Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us; * 

in your love and tenderness, remake us.
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness, * 

for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 4:1-12

1Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that, as
you learned from us how you ought to live and to please God (as, in fact, you

are doing), you should do so more and more. 2For you know what instructions

we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will of God, your

sanctification: that you abstain from fornication; 4that each one of you know

how to control your own body in holiness and honor, 5not with lustful

passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one wrong or
exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all
these things, just as we have already told you beforehand and solemnly

warned you. 7For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 8Therefore
whoever rejects this rejects not human authority but God, who also gives his
Holy Spirit to you.

9Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anyone write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one

another; 10and indeed you do love all the brothers and sisters throughout

Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and more, 11to aspire to
live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we

directed you, 12so that you may behave properly toward outsiders and be
dependent on no one.

The Word of the Lord.



Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 20:41-21:4

41Then he said to them, "How can they say that the Messiah is David's son?
42For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my Lord,

"Sit at my right hand, 43until I make your enemies your footstool."' 44David



thus calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?" 45In the hearing of all the

people he said to the disciples, 46"Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets.
47They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation."

1He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2he

also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3He said, "Truly I tell

you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; 4for all of them have
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all
she had to live on."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.



He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those



who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader



Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we



may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Fridays
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Cote d'Ivoire.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the International Evangelical
Church.

The Commemoration: Nicholas of Myra

The story of St. Nicholas offers a possible way of dealing with the "Santa
Claus" problem, to parents who do not want to lie to their children, even in
fun, but do not want to say simply: "Bah, humbug! There is no such thing as
Santa. Forget about him."

Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now Asiatic Turkey. He
became Bishop of Myra in the fourth century, and there are many stories of

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory_Coast
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his love for God and for his neighbor.

The best-known story involves a man with three unmarried daughters, and not
enough money to provide them with suitable dowries. This meant that they
could not marry, and were likely to end up as prostitutes. Nicholas walked by
the man's house on three successive nights, and each time threw a bag of gold
in through a window (or, when the story came to be told in colder climates,
down the chimney). Thus, the daughters were saved from a life of shame, and
all got married and lived happily ever after.

Because of this and similar stories, Nicholas became a symbol of anonymous
gift-giving. Hence, if we give a gift to someone today without saying whom it
is from, it can be called "a present from Saint Nicholas (or Santa Claus)."

Some parents explain this to their children and invite the child to join them in
wrapping a toy (either something purchased for that purpose, at least partly
with the child's allowance, or else a toy that the child has outgrown but that is
still serviceable) or an outgrown but not shabby item of the child's clothing, or
a package of food, and then going along to donate it to a suitable shelter that
will give it to someone who will welcome it.

This gift is then called "a present from Santa," so that the child understands
that this is another name for an anonymous gift given to someone whom we
do not know, but whom we love anyway because God does. (Presents within
the family can be "From Santa" or "From Santa and...")

Pictures of Nicholas often show three bags of gold next to him, and often
these bags have become simply three disks or balls.

Nicholas became the patron of an Italian city (I think Bari, which is where his
body is now buried) that was a center of the pawnbroking business, and hence
a pawnbroking shop traditionally advertises by displaying three gold balls
over its front.

It is thought that some persons looking at pictures of Nicholas confused the



three round objects with human heads. Hence there is a story of a wicked
innkeeper who murdered three boys and salted their bodies to serve to his
guests, to save on the butcher's bill.

Nicholas visited the inn and confronted the innkeeper, who confessed his
crime, whereupon Nicholas prayed over the brine-tub and the three boys
leaped out unharmed.

Other stories have him saving the lives of three innocent men who had been
condemned to death.

Still other stories have him coming to the rescue of drowning sailors (could
this be related to the brine-tub incident?).

Nicholas has always been popular with children, mariners, pawnbrokers, the
Dutch, the Russians, and recently, the department-store owners. (American
readers may remember the story of the brine-tub through reading it as children
in the book The Dutch Twins (audio at Librevox; text from from Project
Gutenberg), by Lucy Fitch Perkins, author of The Spanish Twins (at Google),
The Italian Twins (at archive.org), and many similar books, all children's
favorites in the middle of this century. If your children know the brine-tub
story, from this book or elsewhere, they may be interested to know how it may
have originated.)

In many countries, Nicholas visits children on his feast day, 6 December, and
brings them gifts then. In these countries, there is usually no exchange of
Christmas presents, but there may be gifts again on January 6, the feast of the
coming of the Wise Men, who brought gifts to the Holy Child of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. In America, it may be thought necessary to yield to
outside pressure and let Nicholas distribute gifts on December 25.

If you want to show your children (or yourself) how Nicholas is remembered
by Christians with a background different from your own (unless, of course,
this is your background), you might want to attend an East Orthodox service
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at this time.

Many Eastern Orthodox congregations have services on the evening before 6
December that feature "visits from Saint Nicholas." He appears as a bishop,
with no red suit.

The faithful leave their shoes outside the church door, and find in them
afterwards gold coins (actually chocolate wrapped in gold foil) representing
the gold dowries of the three daughters.

To find an English-language service and inquire what it is likely to be like,
look up "Orthodox Church in America" or "Antiochan Orthodox" parishes,
but do not overlook other possibilities.

We are told, but it is uncertain, that Nicholas was imprisoned for his faith
before the accession of Constantine, and that he was present at the Council of
Nicea in 325.

We may note in passing that the picture of him as roly-poly is a late
development.

Early stories indicate that he was generous to others, but not given to self-
indulgence. Indeed, even as an unweaned infant, he fasted regularly on
Wednesdays and Fridays.

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
Grant, Almighty God, that your church may be so inspired by the example of
your servant Nicholas of Myra, that it may never cease to work for the welfare
of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help of those
tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Intercessions



Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Our Enemies
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead
them and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty,
and revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human
heart, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Young Persons
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and
confusing world: Show them that your ways give more life than the ways of
the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals.
Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for
a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive
their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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Hymn: Hark! The glad sound
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long.

The Savior promised long.

The Savior promised long.

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne.
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne.
And ev'ry voice a song.

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne.
And ev'ry voice a song.

And ev'ry voice a song.

He comes the pris'ners to release,
In Satan's bondage held.

In Satan's bondage held.

In Satan's bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst.

The gates of brass before Him burst.
The iron fetters yield.

The gates of brass before Him burst.
The iron fetters yield.

The iron fetters yield.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim.

Thy welcome shall proclaim.

Thy welcome shall proclaim.
And heav'n's eternal arches ring



And heav'n's eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.

And heav'n's eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.

With Thy beloved name.

Singers: Port Isaac Fisherman's Friends in Wells Cathedral
Words: Phillip Doddridge

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love

http://www.thefishermansfriends.com/


in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21



Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 



and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.



Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your
loving arms: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to you and be
saved; for your tender mercies sake.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 



For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Saturday
Morning Prayer
Advent 1
Ambrose

The Opening

Opening Sentence
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Isaiah 40:5

Hymn: Morning glory, starlit sky
Morning glory, starlit sky,
Soaring music, scholar's truth,
Flight of swallows, autumn leaves,
Memory's treasure, grace of youth:

Open are the gifts of God,
Gifts of love to mind and sense;
Hidden is love's agony,
Love's endeavour, love's expense.

Love that gives, gives evermore,
Gives with zeal, with eager hands,
Spares not, keeps not, all outpours,
Ventures all, its all expends.

Drained is love in making full,
Bound in setting others free,
Poor in making many rich,
Weak in giving power to be.

Therefore he who shows us God
Helpless hangs upon the tree;



And the nails and crown of thorns
Tell of what God's love must be.

Here is God, no monarch he,
Throned in easy state to reign;
Here is God, whose arms of love,
Aching, spent, the world sustain.

Singers: The choir of All Saints' Church, Wokingham, United Kingdom
Soloist: Chloe Price
Music: Barry Rose

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.



Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

20 Exaudiat te Dominus
or Coverdale
1 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, *

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 
2 Send you help from his holy place *

and strengthen you out of Zion; 
3 Remember all your offerings *

and accept your burnt sacrifice; 
4 Grant you your heart’s desire *

and prosper all your plans. 
5 We will shout for joy at your victory

and triumph in the Name of our God; *
may the Lord grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; *
he will answer him out of his holy heaven,
with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, *
but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God. 

8 They collapse and fall down, *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/20.html


but we will arise and stand upright. 
9 O Lord, give victory to the king *

and answer us when we call.

21:1-7 Domine, in virtute tua
or Coverdale
1 The king rejoices in your strength, O Lord; *

how greatly he exults in your victory! 
2 You have given him his heart’s desire; *

you have not denied him the request of his lips. 
3 For you meet him with blessings of prosperity, *

and set a crown of fine gold upon his head. 
4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him: *

length of days, for ever and ever. 
5 His honor is great, because of your victory; *

splendor and majesty have you bestowed upon him. 
6 For you will give him everlasting felicity *

and will make him glad with the joy of your presence. 
7 For the king puts his trust in the Lord; *

because of the loving-kindness of the Most High, he
will not fall.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/21.html


The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 4:2-6

2On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the
fruit of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel.
3Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy,

everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, 4once the Lord has
washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of
Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning.
5Then the Lord will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its
places of assembly a cloud by day and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire

by night. Indeed over all the glory there will be a canopy. 6It will serve as a
pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the
storm and rain.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle S
A Song of Our True Nature
Julian of Norwich
Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 

our trespasses and our humiliations.
Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 

his blessed wisdom and love.



He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 
he raises us in spirit
and turns everything to glory and joy without ending.

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 
God is the true father and mother of natures.

We are all bound to God by nature, * 
and we are all bound to God by grace.

And this grace is for all the world, * 
because it is our precious mother, Christ.

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ
for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 4:13-18

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,

God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of

the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord
himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound
of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise

first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord



forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 21:5-19

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6"As for these things that



you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all

will be thrown down." 7They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and

what will be the sign that this is about to take place?" 8And he said, "Beware
that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, 'I am he!'

and, 'The time is near!' Do not go after them. 9"When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the

end will not follow immediately." 10Then he said to them, "Nation will rise

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be

dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 12"But before all this occurs,
they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of

my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your

minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and
a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.
16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends;

and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of

my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you
will gain your souls.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand



I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response



Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 1

Leader

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works
and sanctified a day of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away
all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your sanctuary,
and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest
promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Croatia.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Methodist Church in
Malaysia.

The Commemoration: Ambrose

Ambrose was governor of Northern Italy, with capital at Milan. When the See
of Milan fell vacant, it seemed likely that rioting would result, since the city
was evenly divided between Arians and Athanasians.

(Explanatory Note: Athanasians affirm that the Logos or Word (John 1:1) is
fully God in the same sense that the Father is, while Arians affirm that the
Logos is a creature, the first being created by the Father. East Orthodox,
Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans, Prebyterians, Reformed, Baptists,
Methodists, etc. are Athanasians. The Watchtower Society (J's Witnesses), the
Philippine group called the Iglesia ni Christi (spelling?), and some other
groups are Arians. The Unitarians started out as Arians, and some of them still
hold this position.)

Ambrose went to the meeting where the election was to take place, and
appealed to the crowd for order and good will on both sides. He ended up
being elected bishop with the support of both sides.

He gave away his wealth, and lived in simplicity. By his preaching, he
converted the diocese to the Athanasian position, except for the Goths and
some members of the Imperial Household.

(Note: The Arian emperor Constantius (son of Constantine the Great) had sent
missionaries (Arians, of course) to convert the Gothic tribes. The Goths were
the chief source of mercenary troops for the Empire. Thus for many years the
Army was Arian although a majority of civilians were Athanasian.)
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On one occasion, the Empress ordered him to turn over a church to the Arians
so that her Gothic soldiers could worship in it. Ambrose refused, and he and
his people occupied the church.

Ambrose composed Latin hymns in the rhythm of "Praise God from Whom all
blessings flow," and taught them to the people, who sang them in the church
as the soldiers surrounded it. The Goths were unwilling to attack a hymn-
singing congregation, and Ambrose won that dispute.

He subsequently won another dispute when the Emperor, enraged by a crowd
who defied him, ordered them all killed by his soldiers.

When the Emperor next appeared at church, Ambrose met him at the door and
said, "You may not come in. There is blood on your hands."

The Emperor finally agreed to do public penance and to promise that
thereafter he would never carry out a sentence of death without a 40-day delay
after pronouncing it.

Less creditable, to modern Christians, is Ambrose's dispute with the Emperor
when certain Christians burned a Jewish synagogue, and the Emperor
commanded them to make restitution. Ambrose maintained that no Christian
could be compelled to provide money for the building of a non-Christian
house of worship, no matter what the circumstances.

Ambrose was largely responsible for the conversion of St. Augustine. The
hymn Te Deum Laudamus ("We praise Thee, O God") was long thought to
have been composed by Ambrose in thanksgiving for that conversion.

The current opinion is that Ambrose did not write it, but that he may well have
written the Creed known as the Athanasian Creed.

He is perhaps the first writer of Christian hymns with rhyme and (accentual)
meter, and northern Italy still uses his style of plainchant, known as
Ambrosian chant, rather than the more widespread Gregorian chant.



On the negative side, many Christians will regret his contribution to increased
preoccupation with the relics of martyrs.

He died 4 April 397, but (because this date so often falls in Holy Week or
Easter Week) he is commonly remembered on the anniversary of his
consecration as bishop, 7 December.

Ambrose is regarded as one of the Eight Great Doctors (=Teachers) of the
Undivided Church. The list includes four Latin (Western) Doctors (Ambrose,
Jerome, Augustine, and Pope Gregory the Great), and four Greek (Eastern)
Doctors (Athanasius, John Chrysostom, Basil the Great, and Gregory of
Nazianzus--not to be confused with Gregory of Nyssa, the brother of Basil).

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
O God, who gave your servant Ambrose grace eloquently to proclaim your
righteousness in the great congregation and fearlessly to bear reproach for the
honor of your Name: Mercifully grant to all bishops and pastors such
excellence in preaching and faithfulness in ministering your Word, that your
people may be partakers with them of the glory that shall be revealed; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation



Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Joy in God's Creation
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to
behold your gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole
creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Good Use of Leisure
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace;
and grant that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our
minds, that our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Unemployed
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety
from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and
private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and
receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding;
"Christ is near," we hear the cry,
"Cast away the works of darkness,
O you children of the day."

Startled at the solemn warning
Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its Sun, all slouth dispelling,
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Shines upon the morning skies.

See, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from Heav'n;
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all to be forgiven.

[Interlude]

So when next He comes in glory,
And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with his mercy,
And with words of love draw near.

Singers: Paul van der Bijl and Jason Reed
Recorded at Covenant Presbyterian Church of Chicago (PCA)

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending



The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction



Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the



beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader



The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from



all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,



we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.



The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Sunday
Morning Prayer
Advent 2

The Opening

Hymn: Come surely, Lord Jesus
Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night,
our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.
One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare
for a gift that compels us with justice to care.
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease.
One candle is lit for the reign of God's peace.

[One verse ending.]

Words: Mary Anne Parrott
Music: James Ramsey Murray
Tune: Mueller

Opening Sentence
Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36

Hymn: Awake, awake to love and work!
Awake, awake to love and work!



The lark is in the sky;
The fields are wet with diamond dew;
The worlds awake to cry
Their blessings on the Lord of life,
As He goes meekly by.

Come, let thy voice be one with theirs,
Shout with their shout of praise;
See how the giant sun soars up,
Great lord of years and days!
So let the love of Jesus come
And set thy soul ablaze.

To give and give, and give again,
What God hath given thee;
To spend thyself nor count the cost;
To serve right gloriously
The God Who gave all worlds that are,
And all that are to be.

Words: Geoffrey Anketel Studdert Kennedy (1921)
Tune: Morning Song, from Kentucky Harmony, 1816

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,



by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 



Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

148 Laudate Dominum
or Coverdale
1Hallelujah!

Praise the Lord from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.

2Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.

3Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.

4Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.

5
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Let them praise the Name of the Lord; *
for he commanded, and they were created.

6He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.

7Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;

8Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;

9Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;

10Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and wingèd birds;

11Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;

12Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.

13Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *
for his Name only is exalted,
his splendor is over earth and heaven.

14He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants, *

the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Hallelujah!

149 Cantate Domino
Coverdale
1Hallelujah!

Sing to the Lord a new song; *
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sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.
2Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *

let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.
3Let them praise his Name in the dance; *

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
4For the Lord takes pleasure in his people *

and adorns the poor with victory.
5Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *

let them be joyful on their beds.
6Let the praises of God be in their throat *

and a two-edged sword in their hand;
7To wreak vengeance on the nations *

and punishment on the peoples;
8To bind their kings in chains *

and their nobles with links of iron;
9To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *

this is glory for all his faithful people.
Hallelujah!

150 Laudate Dominum
or Coverdale
1Hallelujah!

Praise God in his holy temple; *
praise him in the firmament of his power.

2Praise him for his mighty acts; *
praise him for his excellent greatness.

3Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; *
praise him with lyre and harp.
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4Praise him with timbrel and dance; *
praise him with strings and pipe.

5Praise him with resounding cymbals; *
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.

6Let everything that has breath *
praise the Lord.
Hallelujah!

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 5:1-7

1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My

beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of
stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of
it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded

wild grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge

between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield

wild grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will
remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it



shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the

clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is
the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he
expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle M
A Song of Faith
1 Peter 1:3-4,18-21
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 

by divine mercy we have a new birth into a living hope;
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * 

we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven.
The ransom that was paid to free us * 

was not paid in silver or gold,
But in the precious blood of Christ, * 

the Lamb without spot or stain.
God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory * 

so that we might have faith and hope in God.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 3:11-18

11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons



ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be

set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where

righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for
these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish;
15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved

brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16speaking of
this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in them hard to
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as

they do the other scriptures. 17You therefore, beloved, since you are
forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the error of the lawless

and lose your own stability. 18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of
eternity. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

21 You are God Te Deum laudamus
You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;

Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 7:28-35

28I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet the

least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." 29(And all the people who
heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God,

because they had been baptized with John's baptism. 30But by refusing to be



baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God's purpose for

themselves.) 31"To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and

what are they like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and
calling to one another, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we

wailed, and you did not weep.' 33For John the Baptist has come eating no

bread and drinking no wine, and you say, 'He has a demon'; 34the Son of Man
has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a

friend of tax collectors and sinners!' 35Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by
all her children."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response



Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance



and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Cuba.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Old-Catholic Church in
the Netherlands.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says
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Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Church
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth,
in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen
it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake
of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen.

For Church Musicians and Artists
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present
with your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises
offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your
beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Families
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who places solitary persons in families:
We commend to your continual care the homes in which your people dwell.
Put far from them, we beseech you, every root of bitterness, the desire of
vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, and godliness. Knit together in constant affection those
who, in marriage, have been made one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to
the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; and so enkindle
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fervent charity among us all, that we may evermore be kindly one to another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: How long, dear Savior, Oh how long
How long, dear Savior, Oh how long
Shall this bright hour delay?
Fly swift around, ye wheels of time,
And bring the promised day.

From the third heav'n, where God resides,
That holy, happy place,
The new Jerusalem comes down,
Adorned with shining grace.

The God of glory down to men
Removes His blest abode;
Men, the dear object of His grace,
And He the loving God.

Men, the dear object of His grace,
And He the loving God.

Words: Early American Fuguing Tunes
edited by William W. Reynolds

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;



where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom



Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.



Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those



who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.



The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Monday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 2 

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

Hymn: Awake from your slumber!
Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.
The people in darkness have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day. 
The One who has loved us has brightened our way.
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be
a light for his people to set their hearts free.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

(coda) God is light; in him there is no darkness.
Let us walk in his light, his children one and all.



O comfort my people make gentle your words,
proclaim to my city the day of her birth.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

Words and Music: Dan Schutte

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord



Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *



and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

25 Ad te, Domine, levavi
or Coverdale
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;

my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth 
and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/25.html


therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
8 He guides the humble in doing right *

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
10 For your Name’s sake, O Lord, *

forgive my sin, for it is great. 
11 Who are they who fear the Lord? *

he will teach them the way that they should choose. 
12 They shall dwell in prosperity, *

and their offspring shall inherit the land. 
13 The Lord is a friend to those who fear him *

and will show them his covenant. 
14 My eyes are ever looking to the Lord, *

for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
15 Turn to me and have pity on me, *

for I am left alone and in misery. 
16 The sorrows of my heart have increased; *

bring me out of my troubles. 
17 Look upon my adversity and misery *

and forgive me all my sin. 
18 Look upon my enemies, for they are many, *

and they bear a violent hatred against me. 
19 Protect my life and deliver me; *

let me not be put to shame, for I have trusted in you. 
20 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, *

for my hope has been in you.



 
21 Deliver Israel, O God, *

out of all his troubles.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 5:8-12, 18-23

8Ah, you who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is room

for no one but you, and you are left to live alone in the midst of the land! 9The
Lord of hosts has sworn in my hearing: Surely many houses shall be desolate,

large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. 10For ten acres of vineyard

shall yield but one bath, and a homer of seed shall yield a mere ephah. 11Ah,
you who rise early in the morning in pursuit of strong drink, who linger in the

evening to be inflamed by wine, 12whose feasts consist of lyre and harp,
tambourine and flute and wine, but who do not regard the deeds of the Lord,
or see the work of his hands!

18Ah, you who drag iniquity along with cords of falsehood, who drag sin

along as with cart ropes, 19who say, "Let him make haste, let him speed his
work that we may see it; let the plan of the Holy One of Israel hasten to

20



fulfillment, that we may know it!" Ah, you who call evil good and good
evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet

and sweet for bitter! 21Ah, you who are wise in your own eyes, and shrewd in

your own sight! 22Ah, you who are heroes in drinking wine and valiant at

mixing drink, 23who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of
their rights!

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *



for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-11

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not

need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that

the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, "There
is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor

pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you,

beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness.

6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at

night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord

Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we
may live with him.

11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 21:20-28

20"When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its

desolation has come near. 21Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains,
and those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the country must not

enter it; 22for these are days of vengeance, as a fulfillment of all that is

written. 23Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants
in those days! For there will be great distress on the earth and wrath against



this people; 24they will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken away as
captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles,

until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 25"There will be signs in the sun,
the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by

the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens

will be shaken. 27Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with

power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response



We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the



nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Cura ao

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Methodist Church in the
Caribbean and the Americas.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life
and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For All Sorts and Conditions
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O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for all sorts
and conditions of people; that you would be pleased to make your ways
known unto them, your saving health unto all nations. More especially we
pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by
your good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to your fatherly
goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body,
or estate; that it may please you to comfort and relieve them according to their
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy
issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen.

For the Poor and Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and
neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and
the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them.
Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became
poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those Who Live Alone
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who
live alone may not be lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps,
they may find fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: A voice says 'cry out'
A voice says 'cry out' 
All men are like grass
And their time of glory 



Soon shall pass
But the Word of God
It will never die
Surely it will stand 
For eternity

Every ditch and valley shall be raised up
Every hill and mountain be made low
Every rugged place will be made flat
Everybody shall see the glory of the Lord

[Interlude]

You who bring good news
Raise your voice and shout
Do not be afraid
To speak the name of God
The hard days are gone
The debt has been paid
And the time has come
To walk the righteous way

Every ditch and valley shall be raised up
Every hill and mountain be made low
Every rugged place will be made flat
Everybody shall see the glory of the Lord

[Interlude]

A voice says 'cry out' 
All men are like grass
And their time of glory
Soon shall pass
But the word of God



It will never die
Surely it will stand
For eternity

Every ditch and valley shall be raised up
Every hill and mountain be made low
Every rugged place will be made flat
Everybody shall see the glory of the Lord
Everybody shall see the glory of the Lord

Singers: Ordinary Time
Words: Peter La Grand

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.



We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of



the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader 
O God, make speed to save us.

Response 
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.



107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response



Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.



And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be



found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Tuesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 2
Karl Barth

The Opening

Opening Sentence
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Isaiah 40:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul
[27 second introduction]

Awake, my soul, and with the sun
Thy daily stage of duty run
Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise
To pay thy morning sacrifice

[Interlude]

Lord, I my vows to Thee renew
Disperse my sins as morning dew
Guard my first spring of thought and will
And with Thyself my spirit fill

[Interlude]

Direct, control, suggest this day
All I design or do or say
That all my pow'rs with all their might
In Thy sole glory may unite

[Interlude]

Praise God from whom all blessings flow



Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Words: Thomas Ken
Tune: Tallis Canon
Arrangement: Nancy Raabe

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy



Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

26 Judica me, Domine
or Coverdale
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord,

for I have lived with integrity; *
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; *
examine my heart and my mind.

3 For your love is before my eyes; *
I have walked faithfully with you.

4 I have not sat with the worthless, *
nor do I consort with the deceitful.

5 I have hated the company of evildoers; *
I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, *
that I may go in procession round your altar,

7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell *
and the place where your glory abides.

9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, *
nor my life with those who thirst for blood, 

10 Whose hands are full of evil plots, *
and their right hand full of bribes.

11 As for me, I will live with integrity; *
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redeem me, O Lord, and have pity on me.
12 My foot stands on level ground; *

in the full assembly I will bless the Lord.

28 Ad te, Domine
or Coverdale
1 O Lord, I call to you;

my Rock, do not be deaf to my cry; *
lest, if you do not hear me,
I become like those who go down to the Pit.

2 Hear the voice of my prayer when I cry out to you, *
when I lift up my hands to your holy of holies.

3 Do not snatch me away with the wicked or with the
evildoers, *
who speak peaceably with their neighbors,
while strife is in their hearts.

4 Repay them according to their deeds, *
and according to the wickedness of their actions.

5 According to the work of their hands repay them, *
and give them their just deserts.

6 They have no understanding of the Lord’s doings,
nor of the works of his hands; *
therefore he will break them down and not

build them up. 
7 Blessed is the Lord! *

for he has heard the voice of my prayer.
8 The Lord is my strength and my shield; *

my heart trusts in him, and I have been helped;
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9 Therefore my heart dances for joy, *
and in my song will I praise him.

10 The Lord is the strength of his people, *
a safe refuge for his anointed.

11 Save your people and bless your inheritance; *
shepherd them and carry them for ever.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25

13Therefore my people go into exile without knowledge; their nobles are

dying of hunger, and their multitude is parched with thirst. 14Therefore Sheol
has enlarged its appetite and opened its mouth beyond measure; the nobility of
Jerusalem and her multitude go down, her throng and all who exult in her.
15People are bowed down, everyone is brought low, and the eyes of the

haughty are humbled. 16But the Lord of hosts is exalted by justice, and the

Holy God shows himself holy by righteousness. 17Then the lambs shall graze

as in their pasture, fatlings and kids shall feed among the ruins. 24Therefore,
as the tongue of fire devours the stubble, and as dry grass sinks down in the
flame, so their root will become rotten, and their blossom go up like dust; for



they have rejected the instruction of the Lord of hosts, and have despised the

word of the Holy One of Israel. 25Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled
against his people, and he stretched out his hand against them and struck
them; the mountains quaked, and their corpses were like refuse in the streets.
For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out still.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:12-28

12But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor

among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13esteem
them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among

yourselves. 14And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage

the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. 15See that none of
you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all.

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances;

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit.
20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to

what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.

23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and
soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 25Beloved,

pray for us. 26Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. 27I solemnly

command you by the Lord that this letter be read to all of them. 28The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb



Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 21:29-38

29Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer

is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know

that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not

pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass

away, but my words will not pass away. 34"Be on guard so that your hearts
are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of

35



this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come

upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take

place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 37Every day he was teaching in
the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the night on the Mount of

Olives, as it was called. 38And all the people would get up early in the
morning to listen to him in the temple.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,



the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,



now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader



Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth



also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and
men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Cyprus.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Presbyterian Church of
Trinidad and Tobago.

The Commemoration: Karl Barth

Karl Barth (May 10, 1886– December 10, 1968) (pronounced "bart") was a
Swiss Reformed theologian whom critics hold to be among the most
important Christian thinkers of the 20th century; Pope Pius XII described him
as the most important theologian since Thomas Aquinas. Beginning with his
experience as a pastor, he rejected his training in the predominant liberal
theology typical of 19th-century European Protestantism. Instead he embarked
on a new theological path initially called dialectical theology, due to its stress
on the paradoxical nature of divine truth (e.g., God's relationship to humanity
embodies both grace and judgment). Other critics have referred to Barth as the
father of neo-orthodoxy — a term emphatically rejected by Barth himself. The
most accurate description of his work might be "a theology of the Word."
Barth's theological thought emphasized the sovereignty of God, particularly
through his innovative doctrine of election.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/presbyterian-church-of-trinidad-and-tobago
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In his commentary The Epistle to the Romans (Ger. Der Römerbrief;
particularly in the thoroughly re-written second edition of 1922) Barth argued
that the God who is revealed in the cross of Jesus challenges and overthrows
any attempt to ally God with human cultures, achievements, or possessions.
Many theologians believe this work to be the most important theological
treatise since Friedrich Schleiermacher.

In the decade following the First World War, Barth was linked with a number
of other theologians, actually very diverse in outlook, who had reacted against
their teachers' liberalism, in a movement known as "Dialectical Theology".
Other members of the movement included Rudolf Bultmann, Eduard
Thurneysen, Emil Brunner, and Friedrich Gogarten.

In 1934, as the Protestant Church attempted to come to terms with the Third
Reich, Barth was largely responsible for the writing of the Barmen declaration
which rejected the influence of Nazism on German Christianity—arguing that
the Church's allegiance to the God of Jesus Christ should give it the impetus
and resources to resist the influence of other 'lords'—such as the German
Führer, Adolf Hitler. Barth mailed this declaration to Hitler personally. This
was one of the founding documents of the Confessing Church.

Barth's theology found its most sustained and compelling expression through
his thirteen-volume magnum opus, the Church Dogmatics. Widely regarded as
one of the most important theological works of the century, the Church
Dogmatics represents the pinnacle of Barth's achievement as a theologian.
Barth published the first part-volume of the Dogmatics in 1932 and continued
working on it until his death in 1968, by which time it was 6 million words
long in thirteen part-volumes.

Barth tries to recover the Doctrine of the Trinity in theology from its putative
loss in liberalism. His argument follows from the idea that God is the object of
God’s own self-knowledge, and revelation in the Bible means the self-



unveiling to humanity of the God who cannot be discovered by humanity
simply through its own intuition. Although Barth's theology rejected German
Protestant liberalism, his theology has usually not found favour with those at
the other end of the theological spectrum: confessionalists and
fundamentalists.

from Wikipedia

Prayer
Almighty God, source of justice beyond human knowledge: We thank you for
inspiring Karl Barth to resist tyranny and exalt your saving grace, without
which we cannot apprehend your will. Teach us, like him, to live by faith, and
even in chaotic and perilous times to perceive the light of your eternal glory,
Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
ever one God, throughout all ages. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and
prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the
guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to your will, and give
them hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them release;
forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in
these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from
becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord,
we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your
mercy's sake. Amen.

For the Victims of Addiction
Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion
upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to
them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that
beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who
care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

-->

Hymn: I want to walk as a child of the light
I want to walk as a child of the light;
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world;
The star of my life is Jesus.



In him there is no darkness at all;
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God;
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God;
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father.

In him there is no darkness at all;
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God;
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I'm looking for the coming of Christ;
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus.

In him there is no darkness at all;
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God;
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Words: Kathleen Thomerson
Tune: Houston

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;



where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,



to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.



An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.



7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Wednesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 2
Frederick Howden, Jr.

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the east, and see
your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One.
Baruch 5:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve
Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve,
And press with vigor on;
A heavenly race demands thy zeal,
And an immortal crown.

'Tis God's all animating voice,
That calls thee from on high;
'Tis his own hand presents the prize
To thine aspiring eye.

A cloud of witnesses around,
Hold thee in full survey;
Forget the steps already trod,
And onward urge thy way.

Blessed Savior, introduced by thee,
Our race have we begun;
And crown'd with victory, at thy feet
We lay our trophies down.

Strand Seventh Day Adventist Church on the 31 March 2012. Cape Town,



South Africa

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader



Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Psalm 63:1-8 Deus, Deus meus
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.

For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.



Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

38 Domine, ne in furore
or Coverdale
1 O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger; *

do not punish me in your wrath. 
2 For your arrows have already pierced me, *

and your hand presses hard upon me. 
3 There is no health in my flesh,

because of your indignation; *
there is no soundness in my body, because of my sin. 

4 For my iniquities overwhelm me; *
like a heavy burden they are too much for me to bear. 

5 My wounds stink and fester *
by reason of my foolishness. 

6 I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; *
I go about in mourning all the day long. 

7 My loins are filled with searing pain; *
there is no health in my body. 

8 I am utterly numb and crushed; *
I wail, because of the groaning of my heart. 

9 O Lord, you know all my desires, *
and my sighing is not hidden from you. 

10 My heart is pounding, my strength has failed me, *
and the brightness of my eyes is gone from me. 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/38.html


11 My friends and companions draw back from my affliction; *
my neighbors stand afar off. 

12 Those who seek after my life lay snares for me; *
those who strive to hurt me speak of my ruin
and plot treachery all the day long. 

13 But I am like the deaf who do not hear, *
like those who are mute and do not open their mouth. 

14 I have become like one who does not hear *
and from whose mouth comes no defense. 

15 For in you, O Lord, have I fixed my hope; *
you will answer me, O Lord my God. 

16 For I said, “Do not let them rejoice at my expense, *
those who gloat over me when my foot slips." 

17 Truly, I am on the verge of falling, *
and my pain is always with me. 

18 I will confess my iniquity *
and be sorry for my sin. 

19 Those who are my enemies without cause are mighty, *
and many in number are those who wrongfully hate me. 

20 Those who repay evil for good slander me, *
because I follow the course that is right. 

21 O Lord, do not forsake me; *
be not far from me, O my God. 

22 Make haste to help me, *
O Lord of my salvation.

Gloria Patri



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 6:1-13

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high

and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces,

and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called
to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is

full of his glory." 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those
who called, and the house filled with smoke.

5And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of

hosts!" 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been

taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with
it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and

your sin is blotted out." 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!"

9And he said, "Go and say to this people: 'Keep listening, but do not

comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.' 10Make the mind of this



people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they may not look
with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and comprehend with their minds,

and turn and be healed." 11Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said:
"Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the

land is utterly desolate; 12until the Lord sends everyone far away, and vast is

the emptiness in the midst of the land. 13Even if a tenth part remain in it, it
will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak whose stump remains standing
when it is felled." The holy seed is its stump.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19
Surge, illuminare
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.



Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 1:1-12

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3We must always give thanks to God for
you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly,

and the love of everyone of you for one another is increasing. 4Therefore we
ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and
faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.

5This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, and is intended to make

you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering. 6For it is

indeed just of God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7and to give
relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from

heaven with his mighty angels 8in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those



who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord

Jesus. 9These will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10when he comes to
be glorified by his saints and to be marveled at on that day among all who
have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.

11To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you
worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of

faith, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle J
A Song of Judith
Judith 16:13-16
I will sing a new song to my God, * 

for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, * 

for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, * 

no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, * 

rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, * 

you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, * 



but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to John 7:53-8:11

53Then each of them went home,

1while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2Early in the morning he came
again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to

teach them. 3The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been

caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, 4they said to him,
"Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery.
5Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do

you say?" 6They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.
7When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
"Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at

her." 8And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9When they
heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was

left alone with the woman standing before him. 10Jesus straightened up and

said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 11She
said, "No one, sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go your way,
and from now on do not sin again."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.



Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those



who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader



Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



A Collect for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Czechia.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Religious Society of
Friends: Friends United Meeting.

The Commemoration: Frederick Howden, Jr.

Episcopal military chaplains care for their flock of men, women and children
stationed in countries around the world, as well as bases in the US. In times of
battle, chaplains often accompany their unit – only without any weapons – in
order to provide pastoral care, sacramental rites and the comfort of prayer
under extreme stress. They ably administer rites and logistical assistance in
field hospitals and Veterans centers, National Guard postings, and frequently a
parish at home.

The ministry of The Rev. Frederick "Ted" Howden, Jr, stands out among
many heroic chaplaincies. He was twelve years old when his father was
consecrated Bishop of the Missionary District of New Mexico and Southwest
Texas, and the family moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico. His father
ordained him Deacon at St. Clement's Church in El Paso, Texas on June 10,
1928 and Priest, also at St. Clement's, on January 13, 1929. Ted Howden
immediately began to serve several congregations in New Mexico, traveling
great distances between them.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/religious-society-of-friends-friends-united-meeting
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/religious-society-of-friends-friends-united-meeting


When World War II broke out Fr. Howden held the rank of Captain in the
New Mexico State Guard, a unit predominantly made up of Hispanic, Latino
and Native American soldiers. He was the Chaplain to the 200th Coast
Artillery when it was federalized and sent to the Philippines in September
1941. He walked across the hills, from battery to battery, holding open-air
services and distributing candy, soap, and cigarettes he had foraged for the
troops.

At the Fall of Bataan and Corregidor to Japanese forces in April 1942, Fr.
Howden and his fellow soldiers were made prisoners of war and were forced
to endure the Bataan Death March, during which some 18,000 died. During
imprisonment in several prison camps, his heroism and faith were always
apparent through the care he provided. Howden often gave his own portion of
food to others whom he insisted needed it more. He died of dysentery and
starvation-induced pellagra on December 11, 1942, and was buried by his men
in a small cemetery in the shadow of the Mindanao jungle, about a mile from
the camp. His family would not learn of his fate until June 1943. After the
war, in 1948, his remains were reinterred in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

From the Journal of Convention, 2022

Prayer
Almighty God, our sure defense: We give you thanks for your servants
Frederick Howden, and all military chaplains who provided comfort and
inspiration in time of battle; and, following the example of Jesus the Good
Shepherd, laid down their lives in the service of others. Inspire and strengthen
us, also, for the duties of life still before us, that we may be faithful to the end;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader



Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Nation
Lord God Almighty, who has made all the peoples of the earth for your glory,
to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal
for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in
accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For the President of the
United States
and all in Civil Authority
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this
nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may
dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the
Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this
people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

Hymn: Wake, O wake

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


Wake, O wake, and sleep no longer,
for he who calls you is no stranger:
awake, God's own Jerusalem!
Hear, the midnight bells are chiming
the signal for his royal coming:
let voice to voice announce his name!
We feel his footstep near,
the Bridegroom at the door
Alleluia!
The lamps will shine
with light divine
as Christ the saviour comes to reign.

Zion hears the sound of singing;
her heart is thrilled with sudden longing:
she stirs, and wakes, and stands prepared.
Christ her friend, and lord, and lover,
her star and sun and strong redeemer
at last his mighty voice is heard.
The Son of God has come
to make with us his home:
sing Hosanna!
The fight is won,
the feast begun;
we fix our eyes on Christ alone.

Words: Christopher Idle after Philipp Nicolai
Music: Philipp Nicolai
Arrangement: Johann Sebastian Bach
Tune: Wachet auf



A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;



through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.



An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 



will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,



your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader



Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Thursday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 2
Francis de Sales and Jane de Chantal

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness; let
the earth open, that salvation may spring up, and let it cause righteousness to
sprout up also. Isaiah 45:8, NRSV

Hymn: Lord God of morning and of night
Lord God of morning and of night,
We thank Thee for Thy gift of light;
As in the dawn the shadows fly,
We seem to find Thee now more nigh.

Yet, whilst Thy will we would persue
Oft what we would we cannot do.
The sun may stand in zenith skies
But on the soul thick midnight lies.

O Lord of lights, tis Thou alone
Canst make our darkened hearts Thine own;
O then be with us, Lord, that we
In Thy great day may wake to Thee.

Praise God our Maker and our Friend;
Praise Him through time, till time shall end;
Till psalm and song His name adore
Through heavens great day of evermore.

Singers: Harvard University Choir



Text: Francis Turner Palgrave
Music: M. Lee Suitor

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.



Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.



The Psalter

37 Part I Noli æmulari
or Coverdale
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; *

do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *

and like the green grass fade away. 
3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; *

dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, *

and he shall give you your heart’s desire. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, *

and he will bring it to pass. 
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light *

and your just dealing as the noonday. 
7 Be still before the Lord *

and wait patiently for him. 
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, *

the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *

do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *

but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land. 
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; *

you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/37a.html


they will delight in abundance of peace. 
13 The wicked plot against the righteous *

and gnash at them with their teeth. 
14 The Lord laughs at the wicked, *

because he sees that their day will come. 
15 The wicked draw their sword and bend their bow

to strike down the poor and needy, *
to slaughter those who are upright in their ways. 

16 Their sword shall go through their own heart, *
and their bow shall be broken. 

17 The little that the righteous has *
is better than great riches of the wicked. 

18 For the power of the wicked shall be broken, *
but the Lord upholds the righteous.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 7:1-9

1In the days of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, King Rezin
of Aram and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel went up to attack



Jerusalem, but could not mount an attack against it. 2When the house of David
heard that Aram had allied itself with Ephraim, the heart of Ahaz and the heart

of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind. 3Then the
Lord said to the Prophet Isaiah, Go out to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-
jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the

Fuller's Field, 4and say to him, Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let
your heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands,
because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah.
5Because Aram—with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah—has plotted evil

against you, saying, 6Let us go up against Judah and cut off Jerusalem and

conquer it for ourselves and make the son of Tabeel king in it; 7therefore thus

says the Lord God: It shall not stand, and it shall not come to pass. 8For the
head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. (Within sixty-

five years Ephraim will be shattered, no longer a people.) 9The head of
Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you do
not stand firm in faith, you shall not stand at all.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.



For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 2:1-12

1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to

him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or
alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the
effect that the day of the Lord is already here.

3Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the
rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for

destruction. 4He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or
object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring

himself to be God. 5Do you not remember that I told you these things when I

was still with you? 6And you know what is now restraining him, so that he



may be revealed when his time comes. 7For the mystery of lawlessness is

already at work, but only until the one who now restrains it is removed. 8And
then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will destroy with
the breath of his mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming.
9The coming of the lawless one is apparent in the working of Satan, who uses

all power, signs, lying wonders, 10and every kind of wicked deception for
those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be

saved. 11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion, leading them to

believe what is false, 12so that all who have not believed the truth but took
pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *



because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 22:1-13

1Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was

near. 2The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to

death, for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered into Judas

called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; 4he went away and conferred with
the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray

him to them. 5They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. 6So
he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them when
no crowd was present.

7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to

be sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and to John, saying, "Go and prepare the

Passover meal for us that we may eat it." 9They asked him, "Where do you

want us to make preparations for it?" 10"Listen," he said to them, "when you
have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him

into the house he enters 11and say to the owner of the house, 'The teacher asks
you, "Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my

disciples?"' 12He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished.

Make preparations for us there." 13So they went and found everything as he
had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

The Word of the Lord.



Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.



Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.



And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.



Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires,
incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace;
that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when
night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Denmark.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark


Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Congregational
Church of Southern Africa.

The Commemoration: Francis de Sales and Jane de Chantal

Francis de Sales was born in the Savoy district of France in 1567 and
ordained a priest in 1593.

At that time the religious and political struggles of the time had placed under
the control of Roman Catholic rulers several regions in which the people were
mostly Protestants.

Francis was sent to preach in one such region near his birthplace, attempting
to persuade his hearers to become Roman Catholics. Since he was seen to be
persuasive, he was appointed in 1602 to be Roman Catholic bishop of Geneva,
a Calvinist stronghold which had been captured by the Roman Catholic Duke
of Savoy.

Here again, he brought many to his way of thinking. His motto was, "He who
preaches with love, preaches effectively."

His numerous controversial tracts are unfailingly courteous to his opponents.
Many Christians who are not at all convinced of the truth of the Romanist
position by his arguments nevertheless read him with delight because of his
obvious love for God and his neighbor.

By no means all of his writings were concerned with disputation.

His best known and best loved treatises were concerned with the life of
prayer, and were written to advise those who wish to become more aware of
the presence of God in their lives. His Introduction to the Devout Life was
highly praised by John Wesley. C.S. Lewis has referred to the "dewy
freshness" that permeates the book. It is available in English, as is his The
Love of God. Both have been used and found helpful by Christians of many

https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-congregational-church-of-southern-africa
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-congregational-church-of-southern-africa
https://ccel.org/ccel/desales/devout_life/devout_life.toc.html
https://ccel.org/ccel/desales/love/love
https://ccel.org/ccel/desales/love/love


different denominations.

In 1604 he met a widow, Jane Frances de Chantal (born at Dijon, 1572, died
12 December 1641), and under his influence she founded a religious order of
nuns called the Order of the Visitation. Their correspondence is an
outstanding example of mutual Christian encouragement and support.

Francis died at Lyons 29 December 1622. Since this date is already spoken for
(Thomas a Becket), he is remembered with Jane de Chantal on 12 December.

written by James Kiefer

Jane Frances de Chantal was born in Dijon, France, on 28 January 1572.

She married the Baron de Chantal when she was 21 and then lived in the
feudal castle of Bourbilly.

Baron de Chantal was accidentally killed by an arquebus while out shooting in
1601.

Left a widow at 28, with four children, the broken-hearted baroness took a
vow of chastity. Her mother, stepmother, sister, first two children, and now
her husband had died.

Chantal gained a reputation as an excellent manager of the estates of her
husband, while also providing alms and nursing care to needy neighbors.

The pious baroness could not bring herself to forgive the individual who had
accidentally caused her husband's death, until in 1604 she heard a Lenten
sermon of the bishop of Geneva Francis de Sales, who preached on the subject
of the love of God at the Sainte Chapelle in Dijon.

They became close friends and de Sales became her spiritual director.

Later, with his support, and that of her father and brother (the archbishop of
Bourges), and after providing for her children, Chantal left for Annecy, to
start the Congregation of the Visitation.

The order accepted women who were rejected by other orders because of poor



health or age. During its first eight years, the new order also was unusual in its
public outreach, in contrast to most female religious who remained cloistered
and adopted strict ascetic practices.

Her reputation for sanctity and sound management resulted in many visits by
(and donations from) aristocratic women. The order had 13 houses by the time
de Sales died, and 86 before Chantal herself died at the Visitation Convent in
Moulins, aged 69, on 13 December 1641.

more at Wikipedia

Prayer
Most Gracious God, who has bidden us to act justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly before you; Grant that we, like your servants Francis and Jane, may
see and serve Christ in all people, and know him as the giver of all good
things; Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Peace Among Nations

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Frances_de_Chantal
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the
way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the
fruit of righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

For Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men
and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day
with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of
your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For the Conservation of Natural Resources
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us
fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the
resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that
generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

-->

Hymn: Isaiah, mighty seer
Isaiah, mighty seer, in days of old
The Lord of all in spirit did behold
High on a lofty throne, in splendor bright,
With robes that filled the temple courts with light.

Above the throne were flaming seraphim;
Six wings had they, these messengers of Him.
With two they veiled their faces, as was right,
With two they humbly hid their feet from sight.



And with the other two aloft they soared,
One to the other called and praised the Lord:

"Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth!
Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth!
Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth!
Behold, His glory fills the heavens and the Earth!"

The beams and lintels trembled at the cry,
And clouds of smoke enwrapped the throne on high.

Words: Martin Luther

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,



and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can



ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.



106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader



Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader



In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Friday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 2
Lucy

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

Hymn: Lord God, we thank you, now the night is over
Lord God, we thank you, now the night is over,
active and watchful, stand we here before you;
singing we offer prayer and meditation:
thus we adore you.

Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions;
banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending;
bring us to heaven, where your saints united
joy without ending.

Singers: Donna Seda (soprano), Laurel Helgren (alto), Gaye Gay (tenor), Bob
Mangels (bass)
Words: attributed to Gregory the Great, sixth century;
trans. Percy Dearmer, 1906 
Tune: Christe sanctorum
Recorded for The Mission of St. Clare

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.



Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

31 In te, Domine, speravi 
or Coverdale

1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/31.html


deliver me in your righteousness.
2Incline your ear to me; *

make haste to deliver me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,

for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.

5Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth.

6I hate those who cling to worthless idols, *
and I put my trust in the Lord.

7I will rejoice and be glad because of your mercy; *
for you have seen my affliction;
you know my distress.

8You have not shut me up in the power of the enemy; *
you have set my feet in an open place.

9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly.

10For my life is wasted with grief,
and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.

11I have become a reproach to all my enemies and
even to my neighbors,



a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.

12I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
I am as useless as a broken pot.

13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me;
they plot to take my life.

14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. *
I have said, "You are my God.

15My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

16Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me."

17Lord, let me not be ashamed for having called upon you; *
rather, let the wicked be put to shame;
let them be silent in the grave.

18Let the lying lips be silenced which speak against
the righteous, *
haughtily, disdainfully, and with contempt.

19How great is your goodness, O Lord!
which you have laid up for those who fear you; *
which you have done in the sight of all
for those who put their trust in you.

20You hide them in the covert of your presence from those
who slander them; *



you keep them in your shelter from the strife of tongues.
21Blessed be the Lord! *

for he has shown me the wonders of his love in a
besieged city.

22Yet I said in my alarm,
"I have been cut off from the sight of your eyes." *
Nevertheless, you heard the sound of my entreaty
when I cried out to you.

23Love the Lord, all you who worship him; *
the Lord protects the faithful,
but repays to the full those who act haughtily.

24Be strong and let your heart take courage, *
all you who wait for the Lord.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 7:10-25

10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God;

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I



will not put the Lord to the test. 13Then the Prophet Isaiah said: "Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my

God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and

choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be
deserted.

17The Lord will bring on you and on your people and on your ancestral house
such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—

the king of Assyria." 18On that day the Lord will whistle for the fly that is at
the sources of the streams of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of

Assyria. 19And they will all come and settle in the steep ravines, and in the

clefts of the rocks, and on all the thornbushes, and on all the pastures. 20On
that day the Lord will shave with a razor hired beyond the River—with the
king of Assyria—the head and the hair of the feet, and it will take off the

beard as well. 21On that day one will keep alive a young cow and two sheep,
22and will eat curds because of the abundance of milk that they give; for

everyone that is left in the land shall eat curds and honey. 23On that day every
place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand shekels of

silver, will become briers and thorns. 24With bow and arrows one will go

there, for all the land will be briers and thorns; 25and as for all the hills that
used to be hoed with a hoe, you will not go there for fear of briers and thorns;
but they will become a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle Q
A Song of Christ's Goodness
Anselm of Canterbury
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; * 

you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, * 

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment.
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, * 

in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us.
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life; * 

by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy.
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; * 

through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear.
Your warmth gives life to the dead, * 

your touch makes sinners righteous.
Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us; * 

in your love and tenderness, remake us.
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness, * 

for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 2:13-3:5

13But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters



beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation

through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14For this
purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you

may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers and sisters,
stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by
word of mouth or by our letter.

16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us

and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17comfort your
hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.

1Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may

spread rapidly and be glorified everywhere, just as it is among you, 2and that

we may be rescued from wicked and evil people; for not all have faith. 3But
the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one.
4And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and

will go on doing the things that we command. 5May the Lord direct your
hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,



For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 22:14-30

14When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with

him. 15He said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you

before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the

kingdom of God." 17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said,

"Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."
19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in

remembrance of me." 20And he did the same with the cup after supper,
saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table.



22For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one

by whom he is betrayed!" 23Then they began to ask one another, which one of

them it could be who would do this. 24A dispute also arose among them as to

which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25But he said to them,
"The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them

are called benefactors. 26But not so with you; rather the greatest among you

must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27For who
is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at

the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28"You are those who have

stood by me in my trials; 29and I confer on you, just as my Father has

conferred on me, a kingdom, 30so that you may eat and drink at my table in
my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.



Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings



and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Fridays
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Djibouti.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Korean Christian Church
in Japan.

The Commemoration: Lucy

The early Roman lists of martyrs commemorate Lucy, virgin and martyr, on
13 December, and her name, with that of Agatha, appears in the Roman
Liturgy as an example of those who have gone before us, in whose company
we join in giving thanks and praise to God.

Aside from this, little is known of her, except that she lived in Syracuse in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Djibouti
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/korean-christian-church-in-japan
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Sicily, and probably died around 304.

Her name, which means "light," probably accounts for the story that her eyes
were put out and her eyesight miraculously restored, and may be connected
with the fact that her feast occurs near the time when (in the Northern
Hemisphere) the nights are longest.

In Sweden and elsewhere, the day is observed by having one of the daughters
of the house dress in a white robe with a crown of lighted candles and go
singing from room to room (presumably followed by an adult with a fire
extinguisher) early in the morning when it is still dark to awaken the other
family members and to offer them St. Lucy's Cakes and hot coffee.

Ember Wednesday (of the winter season) is defined as the Wednesday after
Lucy's Day. (An equivalent definition would be: the Wednesday preceding the
last Sunday before Christmas.)

written by James Kiefer

Prayer
Loving God, for the salvation of all you gave Jesus Christ as light to a world
in darkness: Illumine us, with your daughter Lucy, with the light of Christ,
that by the merits of his passion we may be led to eternal life; through the
same Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication



Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Our Enemies
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead
them and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty,
and revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human
heart, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Young Persons
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and
confusing world: Show them that your ways give more life than the ways of
the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals.
Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for
a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive
their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Lead me, Lord
Lead me, Lord,
lead me in Thy righteousness,
make Thy way plain before my face.

Lead me, Lord,

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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lead me in Thy righteousness,
make Thy way plain before my face.

For it is Thou, Lord,
Thou, Lord, only,
that makest me dwell in safety.

For it is Thou, Lord,
Thou, Lord, only,
that makest me dwell in safety.

Singers: The Choir of Somerville College, Oxford
Music and lyrics: Samuel Sebastian Wesley

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.

http://www.somervillechoir.com/


We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader



Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?



2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts.

Response

Thanks be to God.



The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,



thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your
loving arms: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to you and be
saved; for your tender mercies sake.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions



Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have



injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.





Saturday
Morning Prayer
Advent 2
Elizabeth Evelyn Wright

The Opening

Opening Sentence
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Isaiah 40:5

Hymn: Morning glory, starlit sky
Morning glory, starlit sky,
Soaring music, scholar's truth,
Flight of swallows, autumn leaves,
Memory's treasure, grace of youth:

Open are the gifts of God,
Gifts of love to mind and sense;
Hidden is love's agony,
Love's endeavour, love's expense.

Love that gives, gives evermore,
Gives with zeal, with eager hands,
Spares not, keeps not, all outpours,
Ventures all, its all expends.

Drained is love in making full,
Bound in setting others free,
Poor in making many rich,
Weak in giving power to be.

Therefore he who shows us God
Helpless hangs upon the tree;



And the nails and crown of thorns
Tell of what God's love must be.

Here is God, no monarch he,
Throned in easy state to reign;
Here is God, whose arms of love,
Aching, spent, the world sustain.

Singers: The choir of All Saints' Church, Wokingham, United Kingdom
Soloist: Chloe Price
Music: Barry Rose

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.



Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

30 Exaltabo te, Domine
or Coverdale
1I will exalt you, O Lord,

because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.

3You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.

4Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
his favor for a lifetime.

6Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.

7While I felt secure, I said,
"I shall never be disturbed. *
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as
the mountains."

8
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Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.

9I cried to you, O Lord; *
I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper."

12You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.

13Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

32 Beati quorum
or Coverdale
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *

and whose sin is put away!
2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *

and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *

because of my groaning all day long.
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *

and did not conceal my guilt.
6I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." *

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7
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Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

8You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

9"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.

10Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."

11Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

12Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 8:1-15



1Then the Lord said to me, Take a large tablet and write on it in common

characters, "Belonging to Maher-shalal-hash-baz," 2and have it attested for me

by reliable witnesses, the priest Uriah and Zechariah son of Jeberechiah. 3And
I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord

said to me, Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 4for before the child knows
how to call "My father" or "My mother," the wealth of Damascus and the

spoil of Samaria will be carried away by the king of Assyria. 5The Lord spoke

to me again: 6Because this people has refused the waters of Shiloah that flow

gently, and melt in fear before Rezin and the son of Remaliah; 7therefore, the
Lord is bringing up against it the mighty flood waters of the River, the king of
Assyria and all his glory; it will rise above all its channels and overflow all its

banks; 8it will sweep on into Judah as a flood, and, pouring over, it will reach
up to the neck; and its outspread wings will fill the breadth of your land, O
Immanuel.

9Band together, you peoples, and be dismayed; listen, all you far countries;

gird yourselves and be dismayed; gird yourselves and be dismayed! 10Take
counsel together, but it shall be brought to naught; speak a word, but it will

not stand, for God is with us. 11For the Lord spoke thus to me while his hand
was strong upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of this people,

saying: 12Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do

not fear what it fears, or be in dread. 13But the Lord of hosts, him you shall

regard as holy; let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 14He will
become a sanctuary, a stone one strikes against; for both houses of Israel he
will become a rock one stumbles over—a trap and a snare for the inhabitants

of Jerusalem. 15And many among them shall stumble; they shall fall and be
broken; they shall be snared and taken.



The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle S
A Song of Our True Nature
Julian of Norwich
Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 

our trespasses and our humiliations.
Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 

his blessed wisdom and love.
He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 

he raises us in spirit
and turns everything to glory and joy without ending.

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 
God is the true father and mother of natures.

We are all bound to God by nature, * 
and we are all bound to God by grace.

And this grace is for all the world, * 
because it is our precious mother, Christ.

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ
for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader



A reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 3:6-18

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the

tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought

to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat
anyone's bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night

and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do

not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to

work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness,

mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own

living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 14Take
note of those who do not obey what we say in this letter; have nothing to do

with them, so that they may be ashamed. 15Do not regard them as enemies,
but warn them as believers.

16Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.

The Lord be with all of you. 17I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.

This is the mark in every letter of mine; it is the way I write. 18The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19



The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 22:31

31"Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat,
32but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when

once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." 33And he said to him,

"Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!" 34Jesus said, "I tell
you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times

that you know me." 35He said to them, "When I sent you out without a purse,

bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?" They said, "No, not a thing." 36He
said to them, "But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a

37



bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I
tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was counted among the

lawless'; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled." 38They said,
"Lord, look, here are two swords." He replied, "It is enough."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,



thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.



Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 2

Leader

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission



Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works
and sanctified a day of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away
all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your sanctuary,
and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest
promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Dominica.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Methodist Church of
New Zealand.

The Commemoration: Elizabeth Evelyn Wright

Elizabeth Evelyn Wright (April 3, 1872-December 14, 1906) founded
Denmark Industrial Institute in Denmark, South Carolina, as a school for
African-American youth. (It is present-day Voorhees College, a historically
black college.)

She was a humanitarian and educator, founding several schools for black
children.

In 1888, she matriculated at Booker T. Washington's Tuskegee Institute as a
night student. After two years, Wright moved to Hampton County, South
Carolina to assist in a rural school for black children. After the school was
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burned, she returned to Tuskegee and graduated.

In 1897, she moved to Denmark in rural Bamberg County, South Carolina.

There she started a school over a store with the support of some influential
people in the community.

She raised money for what she called Denmark Industrial School, modeled
after Tuskegee Institute. Ralph Voorhees and his wife, philanthropists from
Clinton, New Jersey, donated $5,000 for the purchase of land and construction
of the school's first building.

In 1902 Voorhees Industrial School opened for male and female students at
the elementary and high school levels, and Wright was principal.

Voorhees provided additional gifts during the next few years, and the General
Assembly incorporated the school in his name.

The school was later affiliated with the Protestant Episcopal Church and
eventually became a fully accredited four-year college.

from Wikipedia

Prayer
Eternal God, you inspired Elizabeth Evelyn Wright with the love of learning
and the joy of teaching: Help us also to gather and use the resources of our
communities for the education of all your children; through Jesus Christ our
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Evelyn_Wright


To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Joy in God's Creation
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to
behold your gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole
creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Good Use of Leisure
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace;
and grant that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our
minds, that our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Unemployed
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety
from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and
private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and
receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Waiting in silence
Waiting in silence,
waiting in hope,
we are your people,
we long for you, Lord.
Lord God, ever with us,
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Emmanuel.
Come Lord Jesus. 
Maranatha!

Waiting in silence,
waiting in hope,
we are your people,
we trust in your love.
O Sun of Justice,
true Prince of Peace,
Come with your justice, Lord.
Maranatha!

Waiting in silence,
waiting in hope,
we are your people,
Lord, we seek your truth.
Wisdom Incarnate, 
teach us your way; 
Show us the path of life.
Maranatha!

Waiting in silence,
waiting in hope,
we are your people,
we long for new life.
O Key of David, 
open our hearts.
Give us new vision, Lord.
Maranatha!

Waiting in silence,



waiting in hope,
we are your people,
our hearts thirst for you.
Flower of Jesse, 
bloom in our midst.
Make us your garden, Lord.
Maranatha!
Make us your garden, Lord.
Maranatha!

Words and Music: Carey Landry

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,



we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response



Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm



Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.



The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.



Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.



Response

Thanks be to God.



Sunday
Morning Prayer
Advent 3

The Opening

Hymn: Come surely, Lord Jesus
Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night,
our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.
One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare
for a gift that compels us with justice to care.
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease.
One candle is lit for the reign of God's peace.

Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth,
join angels in dancing from heaven to earth.
Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise.
One candle is lit for the joy of these days.

[One verse ending.]

Words: Mary Anne Parrott
Music: James Ramsey Murray
Tune: Mueller

Opening Sentence
Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the



evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36

Hymn: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter than the rising morn
When he victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death
Despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.

The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings.

Singers: Concordia Publishing House Music
Words: John Brownlie
Arrangement: John A. Behnke

Confession of Sin



Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response



And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

63 Deus, Deus meus
1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,.
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.



2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.

3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.

4 So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.

5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,.

6 When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.

7 For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.

9 May those who seek my life to destroy it *
go down into the depths of the Earth;.

10 Let them fall upon the edge of the sword, *
and let them be food for jackals.

11 But the king will rejoice in God;
all those who swear by him will be glad; *
for the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped.

98 Cantate Domino
or Coverdale
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *

for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
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has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; *

his righteousness has he
openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and
faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the Earth
have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.



The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 13:6-13

6Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; it will come like destruction from the

Almighty! 7Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart will

melt, 8and they will be dismayed. Pangs and agony will seize them; they will
be in anguish like a woman in labor. They will look aghast at one another;

their faces will be aflame. 9See, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath
and fierce anger, to make the earth a desolation, and to destroy its sinners

from it. 10For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give
their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its

light. 11I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I
will put an end to the pride of the arrogant, and lay low the insolence of

tyrants. 12I will make mortals more rare than fine gold, and humans than the

gold of Ophir. 13Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will
be shaken out of its place, at the wrath of the Lord of hosts in the day of his
fierce anger.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle M
A Song of Faith
1 Peter 1:3-4,18-21



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 
by divine mercy we have a new birth into a living hope;

Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * 
we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven.

The ransom that was paid to free us * 
was not paid in silver or gold,

But in the precious blood of Christ, * 
the Lamb without spot or stain.

God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory * 
so that we might have faith and hope in God.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from Hebrews 12:18-29

18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and

darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them.
20(For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even an animal

touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death." 21Indeed, so terrifying was

the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear.") 22But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to

innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of

the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not
escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less

26



will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his
voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake

not only the earth but also the heaven." 27This phrase, "Yet once more,"
indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what

cannot be shaken may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an

acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our God is a
consuming fire.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

21 You are God Te Deum laudamus
You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;

Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,



and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to John 3:22-30

22After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he

spent some time there with them and baptized. 23the John also was baptizing
at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept

coming and were being baptized 24— John, of course, had not yet been

thrown into prison. 25Now a discussion about purification arose between

John's disciples and a Jew. 26They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, the
one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is

baptizing, and all are going to him." 27John answered, "No one can receive

anything except what has been given from heaven. 28You yourselves are my
witnesses that I said, 'I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.'
29He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who



stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. For this

reason my joy has been fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must decrease."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers



Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,



thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader



Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 3

Leader

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our



worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of The Dominican Republic.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the The First African Church
Mission.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Church

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/the-first-african-church-mission
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/the-first-african-church-mission
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth,
in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen
it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake
of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen.

For Church Musicians and Artists
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present
with your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises
offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your
beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Families
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who places solitary persons in families:
We commend to your continual care the homes in which your people dwell.
Put far from them, we beseech you, every root of bitterness, the desire of
vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, and godliness. Knit together in constant affection those
who, in marriage, have been made one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to
the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; and so enkindle
fervent charity among us all, that we may evermore be kindly one to another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Make way, make way, for Christ the King
Make way, make way, for Christ the King
In splendour arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome him
Into your lives.
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)



For the King of kings!
(For the King of kings!)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

He comes the broken hearts to heal,
The prisoners to free.
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance,
The blind shall see.
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings!
(For the King of kings!)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

And those who mourn with heavy hearts,
Who weep and sigh;
With laughter, joy and royal crown
He'll beautify.
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings!
(For the King of kings!)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

We call you now to worship him
As Lord of all.



To have no gods before him:
Their thrones must fall!
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings!
(For the King of kings!)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings!
(For the King of kings!)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

Words and Music: Graham Kendrick

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;



to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you



will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.



Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader



From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader



Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.



Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Monday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 3
Ralph Adams Cram, Richard Upjohn, and John LaFarge

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

Hymn: Awake from your slumber!
Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.
The people in darkness have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day. 
The One who has loved us has brightened our way.
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be
a light for his people to set their hearts free.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

(coda) God is light; in him there is no darkness.
Let us walk in his light, his children one and all.



O comfort my people make gentle your words,
proclaim to my city the day of her birth.

Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our Love,
has turned the night into day!

Words and Music: Dan Schutte

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord



Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *



and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

a

41 Beatus qui intelligit
or Coverdale
1 Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! *

the Lord will deliver them in the time of trouble.
2 The Lord preserves them and keeps them alive,

so that they may be happy in the land; *
he does not hand them over to the will of their enemies.

3 The Lord sustains them on their sickbed *
and ministers to them in their illness.

4 I said, Lord, be merciful to me; *
heal me, for I have sinned against you.

5 My enemies are saying wicked things about me: *
When will he die, and his name perish?

6 Even if they come to see me, they speak empty words; *
their heart collects false rumors;
they go outside and spread them.

7 All my enemies whisper together about me *
and devise evil against me.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/41.html


8 A deadly thing, they say, has fastened on him; *
he has taken to his bed and will never get up again.

9 Even my best friend, whom I trusted,
who broke bread with me, *
has lifted up his heel and turned against me.

10 But you, O Lord, be merciful to me and raise me up, *
and I shall repay them.

11 By this I know you are pleased with me, *
that my enemy does not triumph over me.

12 In my integrity you hold me fast, *
and shall set me before your face for ever.

13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
from age to age. Amen. Amen.

52 Quid gloriaris?
or Coverdale
1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness *

against the godly all day long?
2 You plot ruin;

your tongue is like a sharpened razor, *
O worker of deception.

3 You love evil more than good *
and lying more than speaking the truth.

4 You love all words that hurt, *
O you deceitful tongue.

5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, *
topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling,
and root you out of the land of the living!

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/52.html


6 The righteous shall see and tremble, *
and they shall laugh at him, saying,

7 This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, *
but trusted in great wealth
and relied upon wickedness.

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; *
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.

9 I will give you thanks for what you have done *
and declare the goodness of your Name in the presence of the godly.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 8:16-9:1

16Bind up the testimony, seal the teaching among my disciples. 17I will wait
for the Lord, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope

in him. 18See, I and the children whom the Lord has given me are signs and

portents in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19Now
if people say to you, "Consult the ghosts and the familiar spirits that chirp and
mutter; should not a people consult their gods, the dead on behalf of the

living, 20for teaching and for instruction?" Surely, those who speak like this



will have no dawn! 21They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and
hungry; when they are hungry, they will be enraged and will curse their king

and their gods. They will turn their faces upward, 22or they will look to the
earth, but will see only distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they
will be thrust into thick darkness.

1But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.



Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 1:1-11

1Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have
received a faith as precious as ours through the righteousness of our God and

Savior Jesus Christ: 2May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3His divine power has given us
everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who

called us by his own glory and goodness. 4Thus he has given us, through these
things, his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may
escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust, and may
become participants of the divine nature.

5For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with

goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control,

and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7and godliness

with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. 8For if these things are
yours and are increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffective and

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For anyone who lacks
these things is nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past

sins. 10Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your



call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11For in this way,
entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be
richly provided for you.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 22:39-53

39



He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the

disciples followed him. 40When he reached the place, he said to them, "Pray

that you may not come into the time of trial." 41Then he withdrew from them

about a stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42"Father, if you are willing,

remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done." 43Then an

angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 44In his anguish he
prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling

down on the ground. 45When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples

and found them sleeping because of grief, 46and he said to them, "Why are
you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial."

47While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him;
48but Jesus said to him, "Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son

of Man?" 49When those who were around him saw what was coming, they

asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?" 50Then one of them struck

the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, "No

more of this!" And he touched his ear and healed him. 52Then Jesus said to
the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had
come for him, "Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a

bandit? 53When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay
hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!"

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.



The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.



Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.



The Collect of the Day: Advent 3

Leader

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of East Timor.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Toraja Church.

The Commemoration: Ralph Adams Cram, Richard Upjohn, and
John LaFarge

Ralph Adams Cram (December 16, 1863 - September 22, 1942), was a
prolific and influential American architect of collegiate and ecclesiastical
buildings, often in the Gothic style.

During an 1887 Christmas Eve mass in Rome, he had a dramatic conversion
experience. For the rest of his life, he remained a fervent Anglo-Catholic.

A leading proponent of disciplined Gothic Revival architecture in general and
Collegiate Gothic in particular, Cram is most closely associated with

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Timor
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/toraja-church


Princeton, where he was awarded a Doctor of Letters and served as
Supervising Architect from 1907 to 1929. Through the 1920s Cram was a
public figure and frequently mentioned in the press. The New York Times
called him "one of the most prominent Episcopalian laymen in the country".

Cram's buildings include:

All Saints' Church, Ashmont, Massachusetts, 1892

Church of St. John Evangelist, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1892

Emmanuel Church, Newport, Rhode Island, 1900

Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1904

Holy Cross Monastery, West Park, New York, with Henry Vaughan, 1904

All Saints' Chapel, Sewanee, begun 1904, finished 1959

Saint Thomas Church, New York City, 1905-1913

Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Detroit, Michigan, 1908

All Saints Cathedral, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1910

Cathedral of Saint John the Divine, New York City, begun 1912, unfinished

multiple buildings at Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey, 1913-
1927

Cole Memorial Chapel, Wheaton College, Norton, Massachusetts, 1917

Trinity Episcopal Church, Houston, Texas, 1919

St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, Hastings, Nebraska, 1921-1929

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Winston-Salem, NC Winston-Salem, 1928

more at Wikipedia

Richard Upjohn (22 January 1802 - 16 August 1878) was an English-born
architect who emigrated to the United States and became most famous for his
Gothic Revival churcahes.
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His family initially settled in New Bedford, Massachusetts and then moved on
to Boston in 1833, where he worked in architectural design. He had relocated
to New York by 1839 where he worked on alterations to Trinity Church. The
alterations were later abandoned and he was commissioned to design a new
church, completed in 1846. He published his extremely influential book,
Upjohn's rural architecture: Designs, working drawings and specifications
for a wooden church, and other rural structures, in 1852.

Notable projects included:

Trinity Church in New York City (1839-46)

The Church of the Ascension in New York City (1840-41)

Grace Church, Providence, Rhode Island (1845; later remodelled by Ralph
Adams Cram, above)

St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Burlington, New Jersey (1846-54)

Christ Episcopal Church in Raleigh, North Carolina (1846-48)

Grace Church in Newark, New Jersey (1847-48)

St. Paul's Cathedral in Buffalo, New York (1849-51)

Zion Episcopal Church in Rome, New York (1850-1851)

St. John Chrysostom Church in Delafield, Wisconsin (1851-56)

St. Paul's Protestant Episcopal Church in Baltimore, Maryland (1854)

All Saint's Episcopal Church in Frederick, Maryland (1855)

St. Mark's Episcopal Church (San Antonio, Texas) (1858)

St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Albany, New York (1859)

Church of the Holy Comforter in Poughkeepsie, New York (1860)

St. Philip's Church in the Highlands in Garrison, New York (1860-61)

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Providence, Rhode Island (1860-62)
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Memorial Church of St. Luke The Beloved Physician, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania (1861)

Trinity-St. Paul's Episcopal Church (New Rochelle, New York) (1862)

All Saint's Memorial Church in Navesink, New Jersey (1863-64)

St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Selma, Alabama (1871-75)

more at Wikipedia

John La Farge (March 31, 1835 – November 14, 1910) was an American
painter, muralist, stained glass window maker, decorator, and writer.

His labors in almost every type of art won for him from the French
Government the Cross of the Legion of Honor and membership in the
principal artistic societies of America, as well as the presidency of the
National Society of Mural Painters from 1899 through 1904. Enjoying an
extraordinary knowledge of languages (ancient and modern), literature, and
art, by his cultured personality and reflective conversation he influenced many
other people. Though naturally a questioner he venerated the traditions of
religious art, and preserved always his Catholic faith and reverence.

La Farge experimented with color problems, especially in the medium of
stained glass. He succeeded not only in rivaling the gorgeousness of medieval
windows, but in adding new resources by his invention of opalescent glass
and his original methods of superimposing and welding his material.

Among his many stained glass masterpieces are:

two of his largest windows, the 1887 "Angel of Help" and the 1901 "Figure
of Wisdom", in Unity Church in North Easton, Massachusetts.

Sealing of the Twelve Tribes, Trinity Episcopal Church, Buffalo, New York,
1889

two windows at the Thomas Crane Public Library, Quincy, Massachusetts

14 windows at the Judson Memorial Church, Greenwich Village, New York
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City

four windows at the Trinity Church, Boston

windows at the St. Paul's Chapel, Columbia University, NYC

rose window at the First Unitarian Church of Philadelphia

more at Wikipedia

Prayer
Gracious God, we thank you for the vision of Ralph Adams Cram, John
LaFarge and Richard Upjohn, whose harmonious revival of the Gothic
enriched our churches with a sacramental understanding of reality in the face
of secular materialism; and we pray that we may honor your gifts of the
beauty of holiness given through them, for the glory of Jesus Christ; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life
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and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For All Sorts and Conditions
O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for all sorts
and conditions of people; that you would be pleased to make your ways
known unto them, your saving health unto all nations. More especially we
pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by
your good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to your fatherly
goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body,
or estate; that it may please you to comfort and relieve them according to their
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy
issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen.

For the Poor and Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and
neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and
the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them.
Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became
poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those Who Live Alone
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who
live alone may not be lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps,
they may find fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus



Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Now is the time
Come to us, You who say, "I will not forget you."
Be with us, You who say, "Do not be afraid"
Take hold of us, our hearts, our minds, our whole being.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!

Spirit of love,
Crush the pain of hatred.
Spirit of hope,
Stand before our eyes.
Spirit of light,
Dance within our darkness.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!

Come to us, You who say, "I will not forget you."
Be with us, You who say, "Do not be afraid"
Take hold of us, our hearts, our minds, our whole being.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!

Spirit of peace,
Silence tongues of anger.
Spirit of life,
Break the chains of death.
Spirit of joy,
Overcome our sadness.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!



Come to us, You who say, "I will not forget you."
Be with us, You who say, "Do not be afraid"
Take hold of us, our hearts, our minds, our whole being.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!

Spirit of faith,
Rise above our doubting.
Spirit of truth,
Save us from our lies.
Spirit of God,
Walk among Your people.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!

Come to us, You who say, "I will not forget you."
Be with us, You who say, "Do not be afraid"
Take hold of us, our hearts, our minds, our whole being.
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!
Make us Your own;
Now is the time!

Words and Music: Tom Kendzia

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,



so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make



our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader 
O God, make speed to save us.

Response 



O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader



Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone



Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Tuesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 3
Maria Stewart

The Opening

Opening Sentence
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Isaiah 40:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul
[27 second introduction]

Awake, my soul, and with the sun
Thy daily stage of duty run
Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise
To pay thy morning sacrifice

[Interlude]

Lord, I my vows to Thee renew
Disperse my sins as morning dew
Guard my first spring of thought and will
And with Thyself my spirit fill

[Interlude]

Direct, control, suggest this day
All I design or do or say
That all my pow'rs with all their might
In Thy sole glory may unite

[Interlude]

Praise God from whom all blessings flow



Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Words: Thomas Ken
Tune: Tallis Canon
Arrangement: Nancy Raabe

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy



Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti,

attingens a fine usque ad finem,

fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia:

veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.

[O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High,

reaching from one end to the other,

mightily and sweetly ordering all things:

Come and teach us the way of prudence.]

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *



he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

45 Eructavit cor meum
or Coverdale
1 My heart is stirring with a noble song;

let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; *
my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer.

2 You are the fairest of men; *
grace flows from your lips,
because God has blessed you for ever.

3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O mighty warrior, *
in your pride and in your majesty.

4 Ride out and conquer in the cause of truth *
and for the sake of justice.

5 Your right hand will show you marvelous things; *
your arrows are very sharp, O mighty warrior.

6 The peoples are falling at your feet, *
and the king’s enemies are losing heart.

7
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 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, *
a scepter of righteousness
is the scepter of your kingdom;
you love righteousness and hate iniquity.

8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you *
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.

9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh,
aloes, and cassia, *
and the music of strings from ivory palaces
makes you glad.

10 Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of the court; *
on your right hand is the queen,
adorned with the gold of Ophir.

11 “Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; *
forget your people and your father’s house.

12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; *
he is your master; therefore do him honor.

13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; *
the rich among the people seek your favor."

14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; *
her gown is cloth-of-gold.

15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; *
after her the bridesmaids follow in procession.

16 With joy and gladness they are brought, *
and enter into the palace of the king.

17 “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; *
you shall make them princes over all the earth.



18 I will make your name to be remembered
from one generation to another; *
therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever."

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 9:1-7

1But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the

Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has

shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing

plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the

rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the
boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be

burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow



continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do
this.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson



Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 1:12-21

12Therefore I intend to keep on reminding you of these things, though you

know them already and are established in the truth that has come to you. 13I

think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your memory, 14since I
know that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made

clear to me. 15And I will make every effort so that after my departure you
may be able at any time to recall these things.

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses

of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when
that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my

Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 18We ourselves heard this
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.

19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well
to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns

and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand
this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,
21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18



A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 22:54-69

54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's

house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55When they had kindled a fire
in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.
56Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, "This

man also was with him." 57But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know

him." 58A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of

them." But Peter said, "Man, I am not!" 59Then about an hour later still



another kept insisting, "Surely this man also was with him; for he is a

Galilean." 60But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about!"

At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61The Lord
turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how
he had said to him, "Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three

times." 62And he went out and wept bitterly.

63Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him;
64they also blindfolded him and kept asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that

struck you?" 65They kept heaping many other insults on him. 66When day
came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes,

gathered together, and they brought him to their council. 67They said, "If you

are the Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If I tell you, you will not believe; 68and

if I question you, you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of Man will
be seated at the right hand of the power of God."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.



He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,



on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;



Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 3

Leader



Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and
men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Ecuador.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Union of Baptist
Churches in Cameroon.

The Commemoration: Maria Stewart

Maria Stewart (Maria Miller) (1803 – December 17, 1879) was an African
American public speaker, abolitionist, and feminist. She was born in Hartford,
Connecticut and at the age of five became an orphan and was sent to live with
a minister and his family, where she was a servant in their home. She later
moved to Boston, and married James W. Stewart. He died after only three

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecuador
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/union-of-baptist-churches-in-cameroon
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/union-of-baptist-churches-in-cameroon


years of marriage, and she was cheated out of a considerable inheritance. She
then embarked on a short (1831-1833) writing and public speaking career, for
which she is best known. Her most famous speech was Religion and the pure
principles of Morality The sure Foundation on which We Must Build. This and
others were published in William Lloyd Garrison's The Liberator.

She later moved to New York, and then to Washington, DC, where she was
head matron of the Freedman's Hospital.

more from Wikipedia

Prayer
God, in whose service alone is perfect freedom: We thank you for Maria
Stewart, who witnessed that all are made in your image and likeness. Fill us,
like her, with the perseverance to break every chain of enslavement that, by
your Holy Spirit, your people may overcome bondage and ignorance; through
the merits of Jesus Christ our redeemer, who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_W._Stewart
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and
prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the
guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to your will, and give
them hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them release;
forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in
these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from
becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord,
we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your
mercy's sake. Amen.

For the Victims of Addiction
Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion
upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to
them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that
beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who
care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

Hymn: O bless the Lord, my soul!
O bless the Lord, my soul!
His grace to thee proclaim!
And all that is within me join



to bless his holy Name!

O bless the Lord, my soul!
His mercies bear in mind!
Forget not all his benefits!
The Lord to thee is kind.

He clothes us with his love,
upholds us with his word
he heals all our infirmities
and ransoms us from death.

Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made us whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns our days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

Text: Psalm 103:1-5
Words: James Montgomery 
Composer: Williams
Tune: Doncaster

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;



to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you



will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response



O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins



as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader



Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,



O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we



pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Wednesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 3

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the east, and see
your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One.
Baruch 5:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve
Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve,
And press with vigor on;
A heavenly race demands thy zeal,
And an immortal crown.

'Tis God's all animating voice,
That calls thee from on high;
'Tis his own hand presents the prize
To thine aspiring eye.

A cloud of witnesses around,
Hold thee in full survey;
Forget the steps already trod,
And onward urge thy way.

Blessed Savior, introduced by thee,
Our race have we begun;
And crown'd with victory, at thy feet
We lay our trophies down.

Strand Seventh Day Adventist Church on the 31 March 2012. Cape Town,
South Africa



Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.



Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
O Adonai, et Dux domus Israel,
qui Moysi in igne flammae rubi apparuisti,
et ei in Sina legem dedisti:
veni ad redimendum nos in brachio extento.

[O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel,
who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush
and gave him the law on Sinai:
Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.]

Psalm 63:1-8 Deus, Deus meus
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

When I remember you upon my bed, *



and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, *

and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; *

your right hand holds me fast.

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

119:49-72 
or Coverdale
Zayin Memor esto verbi tui

49 Remember your word to your servant, *
because you have given me hope.

50 This is my comfort in my trouble, *
that your promise gives me life.

51 The proud have derided me cruelly, *
but I have not turned from your law.

52 When I remember your judgments of old, *
O Lord, I take great comfort.

53 I am filled with a burning rage, *
because of the wicked who forsake your law.

54 Your statutes have been like songs to me *
wherever I have lived as a stranger.

55 I remember your Name in the night, O Lord, *
and dwell upon your law.

56 This is how it has been with me, *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/11949.html


because I have kept your commandments.

Heth   Portio mea, Domine

57 You only are my portion, O Lord; *
I have promised to keep your words.

58 I entreat you with all my heart, *
be merciful to me according to your promise.

59 I have considered my ways *
and turned my feet toward your decrees.

60 I hasten and do not tarry *
to keep your commandments.

61 Though the cords of the wicked entangle me, *
I do not forget your law.

62 At midnight I will rise to give you thanks, *
because of your righteous judgments.

63 I am a companion of all who fear you; *
and of those who keep your commandments.

64 The Earth, O Lord, is full of your love; *
instruct me in your statutes.

Teth   Bonitatem fecisti

65 O Lord, you have dealt graciously with your servant, *
according to your word.

66 Teach me discernment and knowledge, *
for I have believed in your commandments.

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, *
but now I keep your word.

68 You are good and you bring forth good; *



instruct me in your statutes.
69 The proud have smeared me with lies, *

but I will keep your commandments
with my whole heart.

70 Their heart is gross and fat, *
but my delight is in your law.

71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, *
that I might learn your statutes.

72 The law of your mouth is dearer to me *
than thousands in gold and silver.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 9:8-17

8The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it fell on Israel; 9and all the people
knew it— Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria— but in pride and

arrogance of heart they said: 10"The bricks have fallen, but we will build with
dressed stones; the sycamores have been cut down, but we will put cedars in

their place." 11So the Lord raised adversaries against them, and stirred up their

enemies, 12the Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west, and they



devoured Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger has not turned away;

his hand is stretched out still. 13The people did not turn to him who struck

them, or seek the Lord of hosts. 14So the Lord cut off from Israel head and

tail, palm branch and reed in one day— 15elders and dignitaries are the head,

and prophets who teach lies are the tail; 16for those who led this people led

them astray, and those who were led by them were left in confusion. 17That is
why the Lord did not have pity on their young people, or compassion on their
orphans and widows; for everyone was godless and an evildoer, and every
mouth spoke folly. For all this his anger has not turned away, his hand is
stretched out still.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19
Surge, illuminare
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; *



by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 2:1-10

1But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive opinions. They will
even deny the Master who bought them—bringing swift destruction on

themselves. 2Even so, many will follow their licentious ways, and because of
these teachers the way of truth will be maligned.

3And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive words. Their
condemnation, pronounced against them long ago, has not been idle, and their

destruction is not asleep. 4For if God did not spare the angels when they
sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of deepest

darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5and if he did not spare the ancient



world, even though he saved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven

others, when he brought a flood on a world of the ungodly; 6and if by turning
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction
and made them an example of what is coming to the ungodly;

7and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man greatly distressed by the

licentiousness of the lawless 8(for that righteous man, living among them day
after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by their lawless deeds that he

saw and heard), 9then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and
to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment

10—especially those who indulge their flesh in depraved lust, and who despise
authority. Bold and willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious ones,

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle J
A Song of Judith
Judith 16:13-16
I will sing a new song to my God, * 

for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, * 

for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, * 

no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, * 

rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, * 



you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, * 

but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark 1:1-8

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2As it is written in the prophet the Prophet Isaiah,

"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,'"

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was
clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his

sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit."

The Word of the Lord.



Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response



And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.



And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.



Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 3

Leader

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



A Collect for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of El Salvador.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Nation
Lord God Almighty, who has made all the peoples of the earth for your glory,
to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal
for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Salvador
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/union-of-the-armenian-evangelical-churches-in-the-near-east
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/union-of-the-armenian-evangelical-churches-in-the-near-east
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accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For the President of the
United States
and all in Civil Authority
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this
nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may
dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the
Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this
people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

Hymn: O Day of God, draw nigh
O Day of God, draw nigh
In beauty and in power;
Come with thy timeless judgment now
To match our present hour.

Bring to our troubled minds,
Uncertain and afraid,
The quiet of a steadfast faith,
Calm of a call obeyed.

Bring justice to our land,
That all may dwell secure,
And finely build for days to come
Foundations that endure.

Bring to our world of strife
Thy sovereign Word of peace,



That war may haunt the Earth no more,
And desolation cease.

O Day of God, draw nigh
As at creation's birth;
Let there be light again, and set
Thy judgments in the Earth.

Choir: St. Mark's Cathedral Choir
Words: Robert B. Y. Scott
Music: Louis Bourgeois
Tune: St. Michael
Arranged by: William Crotc

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness



to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Leader

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 



then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader



Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.



Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have



injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.





Thursday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 3
Lillian Trasher

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness; let
the earth open, that salvation may spring up, and let it cause righteousness to
sprout up also. Isaiah 45:8, NRSV

Hymn: Lord God of morning and of night
Lord God of morning and of night,
We thank Thee for Thy gift of light;
As in the dawn the shadows fly,
We seem to find Thee now more nigh.

Yet, whilst Thy will we would persue
Oft what we would we cannot do.
The sun may stand in zenith skies
But on the soul thick midnight lies.

O Lord of lights, tis Thou alone
Canst make our darkened hearts Thine own;
O then be with us, Lord, that we
In Thy great day may wake to Thee.

Praise God our Maker and our Friend;
Praise Him through time, till time shall end;
Till psalm and song His name adore
Through heavens great day of evermore.

Singers: Harvard University Choir



Text: Francis Turner Palgrave
Music: M. Lee Suitor

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.



Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
O Radix Jesse, qui stas in signum populorum,
super quem continebunt reges os suum,
quem Gentes deprecabuntur:
veni ad liberandum nos, jam noli tardare.

[O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples;
before you kings will shut their mouths,
to you the nations will make their prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.]

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.



Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

50 Deus deorum
or Coverdale
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *

he has called the Earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.

5 Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice.

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak:
O Israel, I will bear witness against you; *
for I am God, your God.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/50.html


8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; *
your offerings are always before me.

9 I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, *
nor he-goats out of your pens;

10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine, *
the herds in their thousands upon the hills.

11 I know every bird in the sky, *
and the creatures of the fields are in my sight.

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, *
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.

13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, *
or drink the blood of goats?

14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and make good your vows to the Most High.

15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; *
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.

16 But to the wicked God says: *
Why do you recite my statutes,
and take my covenant upon your lips;

17 Since you refuse discipline, *
and toss my words behind your back?

18 When you see a thief, you make him your friend, *
and you cast in your lot with adulterers.

19 You have loosed your lips for evil, *
and harnessed your tongue to a lie.

20 You are always speaking evil of your brother *



and slandering your own mothers son.
21 These things you have done, and I kept still, *

and you thought that I am like you.
22 I have made my accusation; *

I have put my case in order before your eyes.
23 Consider this well, you who forget God, *

lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you.
24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of

thanksgiving honors me; *
but to those who keep in my way
will I show the salvation of God.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 9:18-10:4

18For wickedness burned like a fire, consuming briers and thorns; it kindled
the thickets of the forest, and they swirled upward in a column of smoke.
19Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts the land was burned, and the people

became like fuel for the fire; no one spared another. 20They gorged on the
right, but still were hungry, and they devoured on the left, but were not



satisfied; they devoured the flesh of their own kindred; 21Manasseh devoured
Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, and together they were against Judah. For
all this his anger has not turned away; his hand is stretched out still.

1Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees, who write oppressive statutes, 2to turn
aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right,
that widows may be your spoil, and that you may make the orphans your prey!
3What will you do on the day of punishment, in the calamity that will come
from far away? To whom will you flee for help, and where will you leave

your wealth, 4so as not to crouch among the prisoners or fall among the slain?
For all this his anger has not turned away; his hand is stretched out still.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *



see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *

and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 2:10b-16

10—especially those who indulge their flesh in depraved lust, and who despise
authority. Bold and willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious ones,
11whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not bring against

them a slanderous judgment from the Lord. 12These people, however, are like
irrational animals, mere creatures of instinct, born to be caught and killed.
They slander what they do not understand, and when those creatures are

destroyed, they also will be destroyed, 13suffering the penalty for doing
wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and

blemishes, reveling in their dissipation while they feast with you. 14They have
eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have

hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 15They have left the straight road
and have gone astray, following the road of Balaam son of Bosor, who loved

the wages of doing wrong, 16but was rebuked for his own transgression; a
speechless donkey spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet's
madness.

The Word of the Lord.



Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 3:1-12

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,

proclaiming, 2"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is
the one of whom the prophet the Prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make

his paths straight.'" 4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather



belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region

along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to

come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able

from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut

down and thrown into the fire. 11"I baptize you with water for repentance, but
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit



and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,



your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader



Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 3

Leader

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.



The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires,
incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace;
that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when
night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Georgia.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of
Zambia.

The Commemoration: Lillian Trasher

Lillian Hunt Trasher (27 September 1887–17 December 1961) was a Christian
missionary to Assiout, Egypt, as well as the founder of the first orphanage in
Egypt, famed as the “Nile Mother” of Egypt.

Trasher was born in Florida, and grew up in Georgia. She followed Roman
Catholicism as a young girl. In her teens, through Bible reading and Bible
studies at a friend's house, she chose to make a personal commitment of her
life to Jesus Christ.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(country)
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-zambia
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-zambia


While still in her late teens, Trasher attended Bible college for one term, and
then worked at an orphanage in North Carolina. She received the infilling of
the Holy Spirit at a second Bible school in South Carolina, and pastored a
Pentecostal church. For a brief period, she traveled with an evangelist, but
later returned to work again at the orphanage.

Trasher was only ten days away from her wedding date when she broke her
engagement to Tom Jordan. She felt called to Africa, he didn't, and in that
same year of 1910 she defied her family's wishes and sailed to Africa with
less than 100 dollars in her pocket. Her sister Jennie accompanied her, and
was a valuable companion through decades of work overseas.

Arriving in Egypt, Trasher had little idea what exactly she should do. That
was decided for her when a dying Egyptian mother gave her baby to Trasher
to care for. Trasher rented a home in the predominantly Christian city of
Assiout (some 230 miles south of Cairo), and, after a period of a few months,
a man came to her with his infant daughter whose mother was dying. The man
asked her to take care of the girl for him, and this was the beginning of the
Lillian Trasher Orphanage, accepting that her previous experience in that
work was a sign of God's leading.

In 1912, the Church of God of Cleveland, Tennessee ordained Trasher, and by
1916 her orphanage family had grown to fifty children. When she returned to
the States in 1919 and saw the financial and prayer support to be found in the
Assemblies of God, Trasher joined the very missions-minded new
organization.

Lillian Trasher worked 25 years--from 1929 to 1954--without a furlough.

By the time of her death in 1961, the Lillian Trasher Orphanage had grown to
some 1200 children. Today, the institution is entirely the responsibility of the
Assemblies of God of Egypt, with some 85% of its daily needs being met by
donations from the Presbyterian churches of Egypt, the Soul Salvation



Society, and other Egyptian church bodies.

"Mama" Lillian lies buried in a simple Egyptian tomb several miles outside
the city of Assiout.

from Wikipedia

Prayer
God, whose everlasting arms support the universe: We thank you for moving
the heart of Lillian Trasher to heroic hospitality on behalf of orphaned
children in great need, and we pray that we also may find our hearts awakened
and our compassion stirred to care for your little ones, through the example of
our Savior Jesus Christ and by the energy of your Holy Spirit, who broods
over the world like a mother over her children; for they live and reign with
you, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Peace Among Nations
Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the
way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lillian_Trasher
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


fruit of righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

For Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men
and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day
with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of
your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For the Conservation of Natural Resources
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us
fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the
resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that
generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: O Lord, how shall I meet you
[Orchestral introduction]

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
My hope, my heart's delight!

All glory laud and honor
to you redeemer king
To whom the lips of children
make sweet hosannas ring.

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?



Your people long to greet you,
My hope, my heart's delight!

Love caused your incarnation;
Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation
Procured my liberty.

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
My hope, my heart's delight!

The multitude of pilgrims
with palms before you went
Our praise and prayers and
anthems before you we present.

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
My hope, my heart's delight!

Lutheran Worship Hymn 19
Text: Matthew 21:1-9
Words: Paul Gerhardt
Composer: Johann Cruger
Tune: Wie Soll Ich Dich Empfangen

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,



so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make



our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader



O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 



for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader



Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Friday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 3
Katharina von Bora

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

Hymn: Lord God, we thank you, now the night is over
Lord God, we thank you, now the night is over,
active and watchful, stand we here before you;
singing we offer prayer and meditation:
thus we adore you.

Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions;
banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending;
bring us to heaven, where your saints united
joy without ending.

Singers: Donna Seda (soprano), Laurel Helgren (alto), Gaye Gay (tenor), Bob
Mangels (bass)
Words: attributed to Gregory the Great, sixth century;
trans. Percy Dearmer, 1906 
Tune: Christe sanctorum
Recorded for The Mission of St. Clare

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.



Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
O Clavis David, et sceptrum domus Israel;
qui aperis, et nemo claudit;
claudis, et nemo aperit:
veni, et educ vinctum de domo carceris,
sedentem in tenebris, et umbra mortis

[O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut;
you shut and no one can open:
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house,
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.]

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

The Psalter

40 Expectans, expectavi
or Coverdale
1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; *

he stooped to me and heard my cry.
2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit,

out of the mire and clay; *
he set my feet upon a high cliff
and made my footing sure.

3 He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God; *
many shall see, and stand in awe,
and put their trust in the Lord.

4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! *
they do not resort to evil spirits
or turn to false gods.

5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!
how great your wonders and your plans for us! *
there is none who can be compared with you.

6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! *
but they are more than I can count.

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *
(you have given me ears to hear you);

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, *
and so I said, Behold, I come.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/40.html


9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *
I love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep in my heart.

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *
behold, I did not restrain my lips;
and that, O Lord, you know.

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; *
I have not concealed your love and
faithfulness from the great congregation.

12 You are the Lord;
do not withhold your compassion from me; *
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever,

13 For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me;
my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see; *
they are more in number than the hairs of my head,
and my heart fails me.

14 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; *
O Lord, make haste to help me.

15 Let them be ashamed and altogether dismayed
who seek after my life to destroy it; *
let them draw back and be disgraced
who take pleasure in my misfortune.

16 Let those who say Aha! and
gloat over me be confounded,
because they are ashamed.

17 Let all who seek you rejoice in you and be glad; *



let those who love your salvation
continually say,
Great is the Lord!

18 Though I am poor and afflicted, *
the Lord will have regard for me.

19 You are my helper and my deliverer; *
do not tarry, O my God.

54 Deus, in nomine
or Coverdale
1 Save me, O God, by your Name; *

in your might, defend my cause.
2 Hear my prayer, O God; *

give ear to the words of my mouth.
3 For the arrogant have risen up against me,

and the ruthless have sought my life, *
those who have no regard for God.

4 Behold, God is my helper; *
it is the Lord who sustains my life.

5 Render evil to those who spy on me; *
in your faithfulness, destroy them.

6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice *
and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, *
and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/54.html


and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 10:5-19

5Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger— the club in their hands is my fury!
6Against a godless nation I send him, and against the people of my wrath I
command him, to take spoil and seize plunder, and to tread them down like

the mire of the streets. 7But this is not what he intends, nor does he have this

in mind; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off nations not a few. 8For

he says: "Are not my commanders all kings? 9Is not Calno like Carchemish?

Is not Hamath like Arpad? Is not Samaria like Damascus? 10As my hand has
reached to the kingdoms of the idols whose images were greater than those of

Jerusalem and Samaria, 11shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols what I have

done to Samaria and her images?" 12When the Lord has finished all his work
on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will punish the arrogant boasting of the

king of Assyria and his haughty pride. 13For he says: "By the strength of my
hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; I have
removed the boundaries of peoples, and have plundered their treasures; like a

bull I have brought down those who sat on thrones. 14My hand has found, like
a nest, the wealth of the peoples; and as one gathers eggs that have been
forsaken, so I have gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved a

wing, or opened its mouth, or chirped." 15Shall the ax vaunt itself over the one



who wields it, or the saw magnify itself against the one who handles it? As if
a rod should raise the one who lifts it up, or as if a staff should lift the one

who is not wood! 16Therefore the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, will send
wasting sickness among his stout warriors, and under his glory a burning will

be kindled, like the burning of fire. 17The light of Israel will become a fire,
and his Holy One a flame; and it will burn and devour his thorns and briers in

one day. 18The glory of his forest and his fruitful land the Lord will destroy,

both soul and body, and it will be as when an invalid wastes away. 19The
remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few that a child can write them
down.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle Q
A Song of Christ's Goodness
Anselm of Canterbury
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; * 

you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, * 

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment.
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, * 

in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us.
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life; * 

by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy.
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; * 

through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear.



Your warmth gives life to the dead, * 
your touch makes sinners righteous.

Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us; * 
in your love and tenderness, remake us.

In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness, * 
for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter 2:17-22

17These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm; for them the

deepest darkness has been reserved. 18For they speak bombastic nonsense,
and with licentious desires of the flesh they entice people who have just

escaped from those who live in error. 19They promise them freedom, but they
themselves are slaves of corruption; for people are slaves to whatever masters

them. 20For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the

first. 21For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of
righteousness than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment

that was passed on to them. 22It has happened to them according to the true
proverb, "The dog turns back to its own vomit," and, "The sow is washed only
to wallow in the mud."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 11:2-15

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his

disciples 3and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait

for another?" 4Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see:
5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf



hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me."

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?
8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those

who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about
whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will

prepare your way before you.' 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women
no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of

heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.
13For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; 14and if you

are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15Let anyone with ears
listen!

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit



and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,



your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader



Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 3



Leader

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Fridays
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Equatorial Guinea.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Union of Welsh
Independents.

The Commemoration: Katharina von Bora

Katharina von Bora (January 29, 1499 – December 20, 1552), after her
wedding Katharina Luther, was the wife of Martin Luther, German reformer
and a seminal figure of the Protestant Reformation. Beyond what is found in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equatorial_Guinea
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the writings of Luther and some of his contemporaries, little is known about
her. Despite this, Katharina is often considered one of the most important
participants of the Reformation because of her role in helping to define
Protestant family life and setting the tone for clergy marriages.

Katharina von Bora was the daughter to a family of Saxon petty nobility. Her
father sent the five-year-old Katharina to the Benedictine cloister in Brehna in
1504 for education. After several years of religious life, Katharina became
interested in the growing reform movement and grew dissatisfied with her life
in the monastery. Conspiring with several other nuns to flee in secrecy, she
contacted Luther and begged for his assistance. On Easter Eve, 4 April 1523,
Luther sent Leonhard Köppe, a city councilman of Torgau and merchant who
regularly delivered herring to the monastery. The nuns successfully escaped
by hiding in Köppe's covered wagon among the fish barrels, and fled to
Wittenberg.

Martin Luther, as well as many of his friends, were at first unsure of whether
he should even be married. However, he eventually came to the conclusion
that "his marriage would please his father, rile the pope, cause the angels to
laugh, and the devils to weep." Martin Luther married Katharina on June 13,
1525.

Katharina immediately took on the task of administering and managing the
Wittenburg monastery's vast holdings, breeding and selling cattle and running
a brewery to provide for their family, the steady stream of students who
boarded with them, and visitors seeking audiences with her husband.

The marriage of Katharina von Bora to Martin Luther was extremely
important to the development of the Protestant Church, specifically in regards
to its stance on marriage and the roles each spouse should concern themselves
with. The way Luther described Katie’s actions and the names he gives her
like “My Lord Katie” shows us that he really did feel strongly that she



exhibited a great amount of control over her own life and decisions. It could
even reasonably be argued that she maintained some influence in the actions
of Martin Luther himself. In addition to her busy life tending to the lands and
grounds of the monastery, Katharina bore six children.

When Martin Luther died in 1546, Katharina was left in difficult financial
straits without Luther's salary. She remained in Wittenberg in poverty until
1552, when an outbreak of the Black Plague and a harvest failure forced her to
leave the city once again. She fled to Torgau where she was thrown from her
cart into a watery ditch near the city gates. For three months she went in and
out of consciousness, before dying in Torgau on December 20, 1552, at the
age of 53.

more at Wikipedia

Prayer
Almighty God, who called your servant Katharina von Bora from a cloister to
work for the reform of your church: Grant that, for the sake of your glory and
the welfare of your church, we may go wherever you should call, and serve
however you should will; through Jesus Christ, our only mediator and
advocate. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katharina_von_Bora


Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Our Enemies
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead
them and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty,
and revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human
heart, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Young Persons
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and
confusing world: Show them that your ways give more life than the ways of
the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals.
Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for
a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive
their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh.
Awake and harken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be every life from sin:
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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for Christ to come and enter there.

We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward.
Without your grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.

All praise, Eternal Son, to Thee,
whose Advent set Thy people free;
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Ghost for evermore.

Singers: Choir of St. John's Episcopal Church, Gainsville, Texas, USA
Words: Charles Coffin
Tune: Winchester New (1690)

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks



for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *



from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts.

Response



Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your
loving arms: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to you and be
saved; for your tender mercies sake.

Everyone

Amen.



Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.



Response

Thanks be to God.



Saturday
Morning Prayer
Saint Thomas the Apostle

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world. Psalm 19:4

Hymn: Morning glory, starlit sky
Morning glory, starlit sky,
Soaring music, scholar's truth,
Flight of swallows, autumn leaves,
Memory's treasure, grace of youth:

Open are the gifts of God,
Gifts of love to mind and sense;
Hidden is love's agony,
Love's endeavour, love's expense.

Love that gives, gives evermore,
Gives with zeal, with eager hands,
Spares not, keeps not, all outpours,
Ventures all, its all expends.

Drained is love in making full,
Bound in setting others free,
Poor in making many rich,
Weak in giving power to be.

Therefore he who shows us God
Helpless hangs upon the tree;
And the nails and crown of thorns



Tell of what God's love must be.

Here is God, no monarch he,
Throned in easy state to reign;
Here is God, whose arms of love,
Aching, spent, the world sustain.

Singers: The choir of All Saints' Church, Wokingham, United Kingdom
Soloist: Chloe Price
Music: Barry Rose

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
O Oriens,
splendor lucis aeternae, et sol justitiae:
veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et umbra mortis.

[O Morning Star,
splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.]

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.



In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Lord is glorious in his saints: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

23 Dominus regit me
or Coverdale
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *

I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *

and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul *

and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over. 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/23.html


6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

121 Levavi oculos
or Coverdale
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *

from where is my help to come?
2 My help comes from the Lord, *

the maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved *

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *

shall neither slumber nor sleep;
5 The Lord himself watches over you; *

the Lord is your shade at your right hand,
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *

nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *

it is he who shall keep you safe.
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and

your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/121.html


World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Book of Job 42:1-6

1Then Job answered the Lord:2“I know that you can do all things, and that no

purpose of yours can be thwarted.3‘Who is this that hides counsel without
knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too

wonderful for me, which I did not know.4‘Hear, and I will speak; I will

question you, and you declare to me.’5I had heard of you by the hearing of the

ear, but now my eye sees you;6therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust
and ashes.”

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle S
A Song of Our True Nature
Julian of Norwich
Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 

our trespasses and our humiliations.
Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 

his blessed wisdom and love.
He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 

he raises us in spirit



and turns everything to glory and joy without ending.
God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 

God is the true father and mother of natures.
We are all bound to God by nature, * 

and we are all bound to God by grace.
And this grace is for all the world, * 

because it is our precious mother, Christ.
For this fair nature was prepared by Christ
for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from First Letter of Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy
he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dead,4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,

and unfading, kept in heaven for you,5who are being protected by the power
of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer

various trials,7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in

praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.8Although you have
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you

believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,9for you are



receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit



and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,



on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;



Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;



Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Saint Thomas the Apostle

Leader

Everliving God, who strengthened your apostle Thomas with sure and certain
faith in your Son's resurrection: Grant us so perfectly and without doubt to
believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, that our faith may never be
found wanting in your sight; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works
and sanctified a day of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away
all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your sanctuary,
and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest
promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Eritrea.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrea
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-in-jamaica-and-the-cayman-islands


Jamaica and the Cayman Islands.

The Commemoration: Saint Thomas the Apostle

The Apostle Thomas (Hebrew or Aramaic for "twin") was also called
"Didymus" (Greek for "twin"). He was absent when the Risen Lord appeared
to the other apostles on the evening of Easter Day, and refused to believe that
Christ had indeed risen until he had seen him for himself, but when he had
seen Him, he said to Him, "My Lord and My God." (John 20:19-29)

Because of this episode, he has been known ever since as "Doubting Thomas."
But we ought also to remember his earlier words, when Jesus announced His
intention of going to the Jerusalem area, brushing aside the protests of His
disciples that His life was in danger there, at which Thomas said to the others:
"Let us also go, that we may die with him." (John 11:7,8,16) If Thomas was
pessimistic, he was also sturdily loyal.

At the Last Supper, Jesus said: "I go to prepare a place for you.... And whither
I go ye know, and the way ye know." Thomas replied: "Lord, we know not
whither thou goest, and how can we know the way?" To this Jesus answered:
"I am the way, the truth and the life." (John 14:1-6)

Thomas is mentioned again (John 21) as one of the seven disciples who were
fishing on the Sea of Galilee (Sea of Tiberias) when the Risen Lord appeared
to them. Aside from this he appears in the New Testament only as a name on
lists of the Apostles. A couple of centuries later a story was circulating in the
Mediterranean world that he had gone to preach in India; and there is a
Christian community in India (the Kerala district) that claims descent from
Christians converted by the the preaching of Thomas. The tradition among
Christians in India is that Thomas was speared to death near Madras, and
accordingly he is often pictured holding a spear. Paintings of martyrs often
show them holding or accompanied by the instruments with which they were
put to death. A recently discovered work called the Gospel of Thomas is a

https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-in-jamaica-and-the-cayman-islands
http://www.gnosis.org/naghamm/gosthom.html


collection of sayings attributed to Jesus. I know of no scholarly support for the
notion that it is the work of the Apostle Thomas, but some scholars think that
some of the sayings in it may be authentic sayings of Jesus.

POEM

These things did Thomas hold for real: 
the warmth of blood, the chill of steel, 
the grain of wood, the heft of stone, 
the last frail twitch of blood and bone.

His brittle certainties denied 
that one could live when one had died, 
until his fingers read like Braille 
the markings of the spear and nail.
May we, O God, by grace believe 
and, in believing, still receive 
the Christ who held His raw palms out 
and beckoned Thomas from his doubt.

(Thomas Troeger, 1984, Psalter/Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church)

essay written by James Kiefer

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none



Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Joy in God's Creation
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to
behold your gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole
creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Good Use of Leisure
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace;
and grant that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our
minds, that our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Unemployed
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety
from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and
private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and
receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: People, look east
People, look east. The time is near
Of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
Trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
One more seed is planted there:

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
That in time the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the rose, is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
Guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are frozen
He for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Bright as the moon and stars together.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
He who brings new life to Earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
With the news: the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Words: Eleanor Farjeon
Music: Marty Haugen

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;



where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;



through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,



God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 



but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,



your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader



Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that



place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Sunday
Morning Prayer
Advent 4

The Opening

Hymn: Come surely, Lord Jesus
Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night,
our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.
One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare
for a gift that compels us with justice to care.
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease.
One candle is lit for the reign of God's peace.

Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth,
join angels in dancing from heaven to earth.
Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise.
One candle is lit for the joy of these days.

Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play,
where evil is banished and faith takes the day,
a babe in a manger to fool the world's eyes.
One candle is lit for God's loving surprise.

[One verse ending.]

Words: Mary Anne Parrott



Music: James Ramsey Murray
Tune: Mueller

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36

Hymn: Morning glory, starlit sky
Morning glory, starlit sky,
Soaring music, scholar's truth,
Flight of swallows, autumn leaves,
Memory's treasure, grace of youth:

Open are the gifts of God,
Gifts of love to mind and sense;
Hidden is love's agony,
Love's endeavour, love's expense.

Love that gives, gives evermore,
Gives with zeal, with eager hands,
Spares not, keeps not, all outpours,
Ventures all, its all expends.

Drained is love in making full,
Bound in setting others free,
Poor in making many rich,
Weak in giving power to be.

Therefore he who shows us God
Helpless hangs upon the tree;
And the nails and crown of thorns



Tell of what God's love must be.

Here is God, no monarch he,
Throned in easy state to reign;
Here is God, whose arms of love,
Aching, spent, the world sustain.

Singers: The choir of All Saints' Church, Wokingham, United Kingdom
Soloist: Chloe Price
Music: Barry Rose

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;



his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Psalter

24 Domini est terra
or Coverdale
1 The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, *

the world and all who dwell therein.
2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas *

and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.
3 "Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? *

and who can stand in his holy place?"
4 "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *

who have not pledged themselves to falsehood,
nor sworn by what is a fraud.

5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord *
and a just reward from the God of their salvation."

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, *
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.

7 Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in.

8 "Who is this King of glory?" *
"The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord, mighty in battle."

9 Lift up your heads, O gates;

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/24.html


lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in.

10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" *
"The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory."

29 Afferte Domino
or Coverdale
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;

the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

9And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, "Glory!"

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/29.html


10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 42:1-12

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I

have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He

will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed
he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will

faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the

people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called
you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given

you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that
are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those



who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no

other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and

new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 10Sing
to the Lord a new song, his praise from the end of the earth! Let the sea roar

and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants. 11Let the desert and its
towns lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits; let the inhabitants of

Sela sing for joy, let them shout from the tops of the mountains. 12Let them
give glory to the Lord, and declare his praise in the coastlands.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle M
A Song of Faith
1 Peter 1:3-4,18-21
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 

by divine mercy we have a new birth into a living hope;
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * 

we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven.
The ransom that was paid to free us * 

was not paid in silver or gold,
But in the precious blood of Christ, * 

the Lamb without spot or stain.
God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory * 

so that we might have faith and hope in God.

The New Testament Lesson



Reader

A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 6:10-20

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the

devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to

withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the

breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will

make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of

the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which

is the word of God. 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and
supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for
all the saints.

19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to

make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

21 You are God Te Deum laudamus



You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;

Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

The Gospel

Reader



A reading from the Gospel According to John 3:16-21

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17"Indeed, God
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the

world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because

they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness

rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.
21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that their deeds have been done in God."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins



as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.



Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.



The Collect of the Day: Advent 4

Leader

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Eswatini.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church in the
Solomon Islands.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eswatini
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Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Church
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth,
in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen
it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake
of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen.

For Church Musicians and Artists
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present
with your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises
offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your
beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Families
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who places solitary persons in families:
We commend to your continual care the homes in which your people dwell.
Put far from them, we beseech you, every root of bitterness, the desire of
vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, and godliness. Knit together in constant affection those
who, in marriage, have been made one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to
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the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; and so enkindle
fervent charity among us all, that we may evermore be kindly one to another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Rejoice, rejoice, believers
Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the Bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches,
with alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.



The saints, who here in patience
their cross and sufferings bore,
shall live and reign forever
when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of Earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

Amen.

Words: Laurentius Laurenti (1700)
Translator: Sarah B. Findlater

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.



Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make



our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response



O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word



Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect



Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.



Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Monday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 4

The Opening

Opening Sentence
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3

-->

Hymn: Lord God of morning and of night
Lord God of morning and of night,
We thank Thee for Thy gift of light;
As in the dawn the shadows fly,
We seem to find Thee now more nigh.

Yet, whilst Thy will we would persue
Oft what we would we cannot do.
The sun may stand in zenith skies
But on the soul thick midnight lies.

O Lord of lights, tis Thou alone
Canst make our darkened hearts Thine own;
O then be with us, Lord, that we
In Thy great day may wake to Thee.

Praise God our Maker and our Friend;
Praise Him through time, till time shall end;
Till psalm and song His name adore
Through heavens great day of evermore.

Singers: Harvard University Choir
Text: Francis Turner Palgrave



Music: M. Lee Suitor

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader



Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Our God and Savior now draws near: 
O come let us worship.



The Psalter

61 Exaudi, Deus
or Coverdale
1Hear my cry, O God, *

and listen to my prayer.
2I call upon you from the ends of the earth

with heaviness in my heart; *
set me upon the rock that is higher than I.

3For you have been my refuge, *
a strong tower against the enemy.

4I will dwell in your house for ever; *
I will take refuge under the cover of your wings.

5For you, O God, have heard my vows; *
you have granted me the heritage of those
who fear your Name.

6Add length of days to the king's life; *
let his years extend over many generations.

7Let him sit enthroned before God for ever; *
bid love and faithfulness watch over him.

8So will I always sing the praise of your Name, *
and day by day I will fulfill my vows.

62 Nonne Deo?
or Coverdale
1For God alone my soul in silence waits; *

from him comes my salvation.
2He alone is my rock and my salvation, *
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my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken.
3How long will you assail me to crush me,

all of you together, *
as if you were a leaning fence, a toppling wall?

4They seek only to bring me down from my place of honor; *
lies are their chief delight.

5They bless with their lips, *
but in their hearts they curse.

6For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
truly, my hope is in him.

7He alone is my rock and my salvation, *
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.

8In God is my safety and my honor; *
God is my strong rock and my refuge.

9Put your trust in him always, O people, *
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.

10Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, *
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.

11On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *
all of them together.

12Put no trust in extortion;
in robbery take no empty pride; *
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.

13God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *
that power belongs to God.

14Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *
for you repay everyone according to his deeds.



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 11:1-9

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out

of his roots. 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the

fear of the Lord. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not

judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt

around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the

lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat

straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and

the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of



the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader



A reading from the Revelation to John 20:1-10

1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key

to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient

serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and
threw him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over him, so that he would
deceive the nations no more, until the thousand years were ended. After that

he must be let out for a little while. 4Then I saw thrones, and those seated on
them were given authority to judge. I also saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God. They had
not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand

years. 5(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were

ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy are those who share in
the first resurrection. Over these the second death has no power, but they will
be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him a thousand years.
7When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison
8and will come out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog
and Magog, in order to gather them for battle; they are as numerous as the

sands of the sea. 9They marched up over the breadth of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down

from heaven and consumed them. 10And the devil who had deceived them
was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.



Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to John 5:30-47

30"I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just,
because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me.

31"If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32There is another who

testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. 33You sent

messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. 34Not that I accept such

human testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35He was a



burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his

light. 36But I have a testimony greater than John's. The works that the Father
has given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my

behalf that the Father has sent me. 37And the Father who sent me has himself

testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, 38and
you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not believe him

whom he has sent. 39"You search the scriptures because you think that in

them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. 40Yet you

refuse to come to me to have life. 41I do not accept glory from human beings.
42But I know that you do not have the love of God in you. 43I have come in
my Father's name, and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own

name, you will accept him. 44How can you believe when you accept glory
from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who

alone is God? 45Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; your

accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46If you believed Moses,

you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47But if you do not believe
what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?"

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,



hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 4

Leader

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son



Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of The Gambia.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of Christ
in Zimbabwe.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gambia
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Prayer).

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life
and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For All Sorts and Conditions
O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for all sorts
and conditions of people; that you would be pleased to make your ways
known unto them, your saving health unto all nations. More especially we
pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by
your good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to your fatherly
goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body,
or estate; that it may please you to comfort and relieve them according to their
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy
issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen.

For the Poor and Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and
neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and
the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them.
Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became
poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


For Those Who Live Alone
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who
live alone may not be lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps,
they may find fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Savior of the nations, come
Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin's Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heav'n and Earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh--
Woman's offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon his throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,
His heroic course began.

God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father's Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.



By Your mighty pow'r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light now faith abides.

Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.

Singer: The Lutheran Warbler
The Lutheran Hymnal Hymn 95
Text: John 1:14
Words: St. Ambrose, +397
German version translated by Martin Luther, 1524
English version translated by William M. Reynolds, 1860, alt.
Tune: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;



through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.



Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader 
O God, make speed to save us.

Response 
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.



The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5



Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.



Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone



Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader



Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Tuesday 
Morning Prayer
Advent 4

The Opening

Opening Sentence
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Isaiah 40:5

Hymn: Awake, my soul
[27 second introduction]

Awake, my soul, and with the sun
Thy daily stage of duty run
Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise
To pay thy morning sacrifice

[Interlude]

Lord, I my vows to Thee renew
Disperse my sins as morning dew
Guard my first spring of thought and will
And with Thyself my spirit fill

[Interlude]

Direct, control, suggest this day
All I design or do or say
That all my pow'rs with all their might
In Thy sole glory may unite

[Interlude]

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below



Praise God above, ye heav'nly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Words: Thomas Ken
Tune: Tallis Canon
Arrangement: Nancy Raabe

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.



The Psalter

45 Eructavit cor meum
or Coverdale
1 My heart is stirring with a noble song;

let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; *
my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer.

2 You are the fairest of men; *
grace flows from your lips,
because God has blessed you for ever.

3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O mighty warrior, *
in your pride and in your majesty.

4 Ride out and conquer in the cause of truth *
and for the sake of justice.

5 Your right hand will show you marvelous things; *
your arrows are very sharp, O mighty warrior.

6 The peoples are falling at your feet, *
and the king’s enemies are losing heart.

7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, *
a scepter of righteousness
is the scepter of your kingdom;
you love righteousness and hate iniquity.

8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you *
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.

9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh,
aloes, and cassia, *
and the music of strings from ivory palaces
makes you glad.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/45.html


10 Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of the court; *
on your right hand is the queen,
adorned with the gold of Ophir.

11 “Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; *
forget your people and your father’s house.

12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; *
he is your master; therefore do him honor.

13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; *
the rich among the people seek your favor."

14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; *
her gown is cloth-of-gold.

15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; *
after her the bridesmaids follow in procession.

16 With joy and gladness they are brought, *
and enter into the palace of the king.

17 “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; *
you shall make them princes over all the earth.

18 I will make your name to be remembered
from one generation to another; *
therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever."

46 Deus noster refugium
or Coverdale

1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
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3 Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
4 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
6 God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day. 
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
8 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9 Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, *
what awesome things he has done on earth. 
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire. 
11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth." 
12 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,



and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 35:1-10

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy
and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those
who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you."

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf

unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and

streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass

shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's

people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor
shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the

redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Word of the Lord.



Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Revelation to John 22:12-17, 21

12"See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to

everyone's work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the



beginning and the end." 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they
will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.
15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and

idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16"It is I, Jesus,
who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root

and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 17The Spirit and the
bride say, "Come." And let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let
everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as

a gift. 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,



Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Luke 1:67-80

67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this

prophecy: 68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably

on his people and redeemed them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in

the house of his servant David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy

prophets from of old, 71that we would be saved from our enemies and from

the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our

ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath that he swore to

our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of

our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness

before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the

Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give

knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the

tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet

into the way of peace." 80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he
was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response



And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader



Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collect of the Day: Advent 4

Leader

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and
men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer



We pray for the people of Ethiopia.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of
Canada.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and
prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the
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guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to your will, and give
them hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them release;
forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in
these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from
becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord,
we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your
mercy's sake. Amen.

For the Victims of Addiction
Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion
upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to
them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that
beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who
care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

Hymn: As I went down to the river to pray
As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show us the way ! 
O sisters let's go down, 
Let's go down, come on down, 
O sisters let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show us the way ! 
O brothers let's go down, 
Let's go down, come on down, 



Come on brothers let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show us the way! 
O fathers let's go down, 
Let's go down, come on down, 
O fathers let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

As I went down to the river to pray 
Studying about that good old way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show us the way! 
O brothers let's go down, 
Let's go down, don't you want to go down? 
O brothers let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray. 

O sinners let's go down, 
Down to the river to pray.

Singers: Sam Robson
Music: Traditional

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;



where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,



be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday



The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 



it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Response

Thanks be to God.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,



your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader



Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord.

Response

Thanks be to God.



Wednesday 
Morning Prayer
Christmas Day

The Opening

Hymn: Come surely, Lord Jesus
Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night,
our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.
One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare
for a gift that compels us with justice to care.
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease.
One candle is lit for the reign of God''s peace.

Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth,
join angels in dancing from heaven to earth.
Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise.
One candle is lit for the joy of these days.

Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play,
where evil is banished and faith takes the day,
a babe in a manger to fool the world's eyes.
One candle is lit for God's loving surprise.

Come, listen, the sounds of God-with-us ring clear,
and signs of a cross in the distance appear.



The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near.
One candle is lit for the Christ-birthday here.

[One verse ending.]

Words: Mary Anne Parrott
Music: James Ramsey Murray
Tune: Mueller

Opening Sentence
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the
people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11

Hymn: I woke up this morning with my mind on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
Hallelu
(Thank God)
hallelu
(My Lord)
Hallelujah.

I'm walking and talking with my mind stayed on Jesus
I'm walking and talking with my mind stayed on Jesus
I'm walking and talking with my mind stayed on Jesus
Hallelu
(Thank God)
hallelu
(My Lord)
Hallelujah.



I woke up singing with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up singing with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up singing with my mind stayed on Jesus
Hallelu
(Thank God)
hallelu
(My Lord)
Hallelujah.

I'm freeing myself with my mind stayed on Jesus
I'm freeing myself with my mind stayed on Jesus
I'm freeing myself with my mind stayed on Jesus
Hallelu
(Thank God)
hallelu
(My Lord)
Hallelujah.

I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
Hallelu
(Thank God)
hallelu
(My Lord)
Hallelujah.

I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus
Hallelu
(Thank God)



hallelu
(My Lord)
Hallelujah.

Singers: Blind Roosevelt Graves and Brother
Words: Traditional

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Psalm 63:1-8 Deus, Deus meus
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.



For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.

Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

2 Quare fremuerunt gentes?
or Coverdale
1 Why are the nations in an uproar? *

Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
2 Why do the kings of the Earth rise up in revolt,

and the princes plot together, *
against the Lord and against his Anointed? 

3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; *
"let us cast off their bonds from us." 

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *
the Lord has them in derision. 

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *
and his rage fills them with terror. 

6 "I myself have set my king *
upon my holy hill of Zion." 

7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *
he said to me, "You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for
your inheritance *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/2.html


and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *

and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 
10 And now, you kings, be wise; *

be warned, you rulers of the Earth. 
11 Submit to the Lord with fear, *

and with trembling bow before him; 
12 Lest he be angry and you perish; *

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
13 Happy are they all *

who take refuge in him!

85 Benedixisti, Domine
or Coverdale
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *

and blotted out all their sins. 
3 You have withdrawn all your fury *

and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 
4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; *

let your anger depart from us. 
5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? *

will you prolong your anger from age to age? 
6 Will you not give us life again, *

that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/85.html


and grant us your salvation. 
8 I will listen to what

the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the Earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Zechariah 2:10-13

10Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell in your



midst, says the Lord. 11Many nations shall join themselves to the Lord on that
day, and shall be my people; and I will dwell in your midst. And you shall

know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. 12The Lord will inherit Judah

as his portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem. 13Be silent,
all people, before the Lord; for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 11 The Third Song of Isaiah
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19
Surge, illuminare
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.



You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the First Letter of John 4:7-16

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who

loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know

God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God

sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also

ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know
that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the

Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son

of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that
God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them.



The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle J
A Song of Judith
Judith 16:13-16
I will sing a new song to my God, * 

for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, * 

for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, * 

no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, * 

rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, * 

you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, * 

but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to John 3:31-36

31The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth
belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from

heaven is above all. 32He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one



accepts his testimony. 33Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified

this, that God is true. 34He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for

he gives the Spirit without measure. 35The Father loves the Son and has

placed all things in his hands. 36Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life;
whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God's wrath.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.



The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;



Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day: Christmas Day

Leader

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son
Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may
with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.



A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Fiji.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of Christ.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiji
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Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Nation
Lord God Almighty, who has made all the peoples of the earth for your glory,
to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal
for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in
accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For the President of the
United States
and all in Civil Authority
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this
nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may
dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the
Governor of this State (or, Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this
people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

Hymn: Of the Father's Love Begotten
Of the Father's love begotten,
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!

O that birth for ever blesséd,

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bare the Savior of our race;
and the Babe, the world's Redeemer,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore!

O ye heights of heaven, adore him;
angel-hosts, his praises sing;
powers, dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on Earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!

Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413)
trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), 1854
and Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877), 1861
Tune: Divinum mysterium (Corde natus)

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction



Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Leader

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11



Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.



Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.



Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion



Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Thursday 
Morning Prayer
St. Stephen the Deacon

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world. Psalm 19:4

Hymn: Saint Stephen was a holy man
Saint Stephen was a holy man
Endued with heavenly might,
And many wonders he did work
All in the people's sight;
And by the holy Spirit of God,
Which did his heart inflame,
He sparéd not, in every place,
To preach God's holy name.

O man, do never faint nor fear,
When God the truth shall try;
But mark how Stephen, for Christ's sake,
Was a-willing for to die.

Before the elders he was brought,
His answers for to make,
But they could not the spirit withstand
Whereby this man did speak.
While this was told, the multitude
Beholding him aright,
His comely face began to shine



Most like an angel bright.

O man, do never faint nor fear,
When God the truth shall try;
But mark how Stephen, for Christ's sake,
Was a-willing for to die.

Then Stephen did put forth his voice,
And he did first unfold
The wond'rous works which God had wrought
Even for their fathers old;
That they thereby might plainly know
Christ Jesus should here be
That from the burden of the law
Should quit us frank and free.

O man, do never faint nor fear,
When God the truth shall try;
But mark how Stephen, for Christ's sake,
Was a-willing for to die.

But, oh! quoth he, you wicked men,
Which of your fathers all
Did not the prophets persecute,
And keep in woeful thrall?
But when they heard him so to say,
Upon him they all ran,
And there without the city gates
They stoned this holy man.

O man, do never faint nor fear,
When God the truth shall try;
But mark how Stephen, for Christ's sake,



Was a-willing for to die.

There he most meekly on his knees
To God did pray at large
Desiring that He should not lay
This sin unto their charge;
Then yielding up his soul to God,
Who had it dearly bought,
He lost his life, and his body then
To the grave was seemly brought.

O man, do never faint nor fear,
When God the truth shall try;
But mark how Stephen, for Christ's sake,
Was a-willing for to die.

Singers and musicians: Magpie Lane

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.



For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

28 Ad te, Domine
or Coverdale
1 O Lord, I call to you;

my Rock, do not be deaf to my cry; *
lest, if you do not hear me,
I become like those who go down to the Pit.

2 Hear the voice of my prayer when I cry out to you, *
when I lift up my hands to your holy of holies.

3 Do not snatch me away with the wicked or with the
evildoers, *
who speak peaceably with their neighbors,
while strife is in their hearts.

4 Repay them according to their deeds, *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/28.html


and according to the wickedness of their actions.
5 According to the work of their hands repay them, *

and give them their just deserts.
6 They have no understanding of the Lord’s doings,

nor of the works of his hands; *
therefore he will break them down and not

build them up. 
7 Blessed is the Lord! *

for he has heard the voice of my prayer.
8 The Lord is my strength and my shield; *

my heart trusts in him, and I have been helped;
9 Therefore my heart dances for joy, *

and in my song will I praise him.
10 The Lord is the strength of his people, *

a safe refuge for his anointed.
11 Save your people and bless your inheritance; *

shepherd them and carry them for ever.

30 Exaltabo te, Domine
or Coverdale
1I will exalt you, O Lord,

because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.

3You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.

4Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/30.html


give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
5For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *

his favor for a lifetime.
6Weeping may spend the night, *

but joy comes in the morning.
7While I felt secure, I said,

"I shall never be disturbed. *
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as
the mountains."

8Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.

9I cried to you, O Lord; *
I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper."

12You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.

13Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.



The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Book of Chronicles 24:17-22
17Now after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and did

obeisance to the king; then the king listened to them.18They abandoned the
house of the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and served the sacred poles and
the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of

theirs.19Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the Lord; they

testified against them, but they would not listen.20Then the spirit of God took
possession of Zechariah son of the priest Jehoiada; he stood above the people
and said to them, “Thus says God: Why do you transgress the commandments
of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the Lord,

he has also forsaken you.”21But they conspired against him, and by command
of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the

Lord.22King Joash did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s
father, had shown him, but killed his son. As he was dying, he said, “May the
Lord see and avenge!”

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus



Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7
1Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the
Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being

neglected in the daily distribution of food.2And the twelve called together the
whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should

neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables.3Therefore, friends, select
from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of

wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task,4while we, for our part, will



devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.”5What they said pleased
the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the
Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.6They had these men stand before the

apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.7The word of God
continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.



Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response

We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.



Collect of the Day: St. Stephen the Deacon

Leader

We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr
Stephen, who looked up to heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son
Jesus Christ, who stands at your right hand: where he lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires,
incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace;
that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when
night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Finland.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of Christ -
Congregational in the Marshall Islands.

The Commemoration

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-christ-congregational-in-the-marshall-islands
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-christ-congregational-in-the-marshall-islands


All that we know about Stephen the Protomartyr (that is, the first martyr of the
Christian Church) is found in chapters 6 and 7 of the Book of Acts.

The early Christian congregations, like the Jewish synagogues, had a program
of assistance for needy widows, and some of the Greek-speaking Jews in the
Jerusalem congregation complained that their widows were being neglected.
The apostles replied: "We cannot both preach and administer financial
matters. Choose seven men from among yourselves, respected, Spirit-filled,
and of sound judgement, and let them be in charge of the accounts, and we
will devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word." The people
accordingly chose seven men, including Stephen, and the apostles laid their
hands on them. They are traditionally considered to be the first deacons,
although the Scriptures do not use the word to describe them. (The Scriptures
do refer to officials called deacons in the local congregations, without being
very specific about their duties; and a century or more later, we find the
organized charities of each local congregation in the hands of its deacons.)

Stephen was an eloquent and fiery speaker, and a provocative one. (Some
readers have speculated that some of his fellow Christians wanted to put him
in charge of alms in the hope that he would administer more and talk less.) His
blunt declarations that the Temple service was no longer the means by which
penitent sinners should seek reconciliation with God enraged the Temple
leaders, who caused him to be stoned to death. As he died, he said, "Lord, do
not hold this sin against them." One of those who saw the stoning and
approved of it was Saul (or Paul) of Tarsus, who took an active part in the
general persecution of Christians that followed the death of Stephen, but who
was later led to become a Christian himself.

We remember Stephen on December 26, the day after Christmas. Hence the
song

Good King Wenceslas looked out On the feast of Stephen,



describes an action of the king on the day after Christmas Day. The tune used
with this song is older than the words and was previously used with a hymn
often sung on the feasts of Stephen and other martyrs. It begins:

Christian friends, your voices raise. Wake the day with gladness. God himself
to joy and praise turns our human sadness: Joy that martyrs won their crown,
opened heaven's bright portal, when they laid the mortal down for the life
immortal.

written by James Kiefer

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Peace Among Nations
Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the
way of justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the
fruit of righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

For Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
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and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day
with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of
your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For the Conservation of Natural Resources
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us
fellow workers in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the
resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that
generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

-->

Hymn: Carol our Christmas
Carol our Christmas, an upside down Christmas;
Snow is not falling and trees are not bare.
Carol the summer, and welcome the Christ Child,
Warm in our sunshine and sweetness of air.

Sing of the gold and the green and the sparkle,
Water and river and lure of the beach.
Sing in the happiness of open spaces,
Sing a nativity summer can reach!

Shepherds and musterers move over hillsides.
Finding not angels but sheep to be shorn;
Wise ones make journeys whatever the season.
Searching for signs of the truth to be born.

Right-side up Christmas belongs to the universe,
Made in the moment a woman gives birth;
Hope is the Jesus gift, love is the offering,



Everywhere, anywhere, here on the Earth.

Words: Shirley Murray
Music Colin Gibson

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,



not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.



God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.



109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.



Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Friday 
Morning Prayer
Saint John the Evangelist

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world. Psalm 19:4

Hymn: Jesus our brother
Jesus our brother kind and good
Was humbly born in a stable of wood
And the friendly beasts around him stood
Jesus our brother kind and good

"I" said the donkey all shaggy and brown
I carried his mother up hill and down
I carried her safely to Bethlehem town
"I" said the donkey all shaggy and brown

And "I" said the cow all white and red
I gave him my manger for a bed
I gave him my hay to pillow his head
"I" said the cow all white and red

"I" said the sheep with curly horn
I have him my wool for his blanket warm
He wore my coat on that Christmas morn
"I" said the sheep with curly horn

"I" said the dove from the rafters high
Cooed him to sleep that he should not cry
We cooed him to sleep my babes and I



"I" said the dove from the rafters high

And "I" said the camel yellow and black
Over the desert upon my back
I brought him a gift in the wise men's pack
"I" said the camel yellow and black

Thus every beast by some good spell
In the stable dark was proud to tell
Of the gift he gave Emmanuel
The gift that he gave Emmanuel

Singers: The Punters
Translated by Robert Davis
Music: Traditional, French

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;



that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;



we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

97 Dominus regnavit
or Coverdale
1 The Lord is King;

let the Earth rejoice; *
let the multitude of the isles be glad

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, *
righteousness and justice 
are the foundations of his throne

3 A fire goes before him *
and burns up his enemies on every side

4 His lightnings light up the world; *
the Earth sees it and is afraid

5 The mountains melt like wax 
at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the Lord of the whole Earth

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, *
and all the peoples see his glory

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/97.html


7 Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods! *
Bow down before him, all you gods

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments, O Lord

9 For you are the Lord,
most high over all the Earth; *
you are exalted far above all gods

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; *
he preserves the lives of his saints
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, *
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, *
and give thanks to his holy Name.

98 Cantate Domino
or Coverdale
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *

for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *

has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; *

his righteousness has he
openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and
faithfulness to the house of Israel, *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/98.html


and all the ends of the Earth
have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Book of Proverbs 8:22-30
22The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,



the first of his acts of long ago.
23Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
25Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—
26when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
27When he established the heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
29when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,

when he marked out the foundations of the earth,30then I was beside him, like
a master worker;
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle Q
A Song of Christ's Goodness
Anselm of Canterbury
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; * 



you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, * 

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment.
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, * 

in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us.
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life; * 

by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy.
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; * 

through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear.
Your warmth gives life to the dead, * 

your touch makes sinners righteous.
Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us; * 

in your love and tenderness, remake us.
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness, * 

for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel according to John 13:20-35
20Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and

whoever receives me receives him who sent me.”21After saying this Jesus was
troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray

me.”22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was

speaking.23One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining

next to him;24Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he



was speaking.25So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is

it?”26Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I
have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave

it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot.27After he received the piece of bread, Satan
entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to

do.”28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him.29Some thought
that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what

we need for the festival”; or, that he should give something to the poor.30So,
after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,

and God has been glorified in him.32If God has been glorified in him, God

will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.33Little children, I
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the

Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’34I give you
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you

also should love one another.35By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *



are yours by right, O Lord our God,
For you created everything that is, *

and by your will they were created and have their being;
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *

for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *

a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *

and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *

for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Leader



Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Collect of the Day: Saint John the Evangelist

Leader

Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your light; that we, being
illumined by the teaching of your apostle and evangelist John, may so walk in
the light of your truth, that at length we may attain to the fullness of eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission



Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Fridays
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of France.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of Christ
in Japan.

The Commemoration

John, son of Zebedee, was one of the twelve apostles of Our Lord. Together
with his brother James and with Simon Peter, he formed a kind of inner circle
of Three among the Twelve, in that those three were privileged to behold the
miracle of the Great Catch of Fish (L 5:10), the healing of Peter's mother-in-
law (P 1:29), the raising of the daughter of Jairus (P 5:37 = L 8:51), the
Transfiguration (M 17:1 = P 9:2 = L 9:28), and the Agony in Gethsemane (M
26:37 = P 14:33). He expressed a willingness to undergo martyrdom (M 20:22
= P 10:39) -- as did the other apostles (M 26:35 = P 14:31) -- and is
accordingly called a martyr in intention. However, we have ancient testimony
that, although imprisoned and exiled for his testimony to the Gospel, he was
eventually released and died a natural death in Ephesus: "a martyr in will but

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-christ-in-japan
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-christ-in-japan


not in deed."

John is credited with the authorship of three epistles and one Gospel, although
many scholars believe that the final editing of the Gospel was done by others
shortly after his death. He is also supposed by many to be the author of the
book of Revelation, also called the Apocalypse, although this identification is
less certain. For a discussion of the authorship of the Gospel of John, consult
On the Gospel of John

by James Kiefer

Note: In the scripture references, "M" = Matthew, "P" = Mark, and "L" =
Luke.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Our Enemies
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead
them and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty,
and revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/CHRISTIA/library/john.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human
heart, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Young Persons
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and
confusing world: Show them that your ways give more life than the ways of
the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals.
Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for
a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive
their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Children, go where I send thee
Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee one by one 
One was a little bitty baby 
Born by the virgin Mary 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem

Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee two by two  
Two was Paul and Silas 
One was a little bitty baby 
Born by the virgin Mary 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem



Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee three by three  
Three was the Hebrew children  
Two was Paul and Silas 
One was a little bitty baby 
Born by the virgin Mary 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem

Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee four by four 
Four was the four that stood at the door  
Three was the Hebrew children  
Two was Paul and Silas 
One was a little bitty baby 
Born by the virgin Mary 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem

Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee five by five 
Five was the Gospel preachers  
Four was the four that stood at the door  
Three was the Hebrew children  
Two was Paul and Silas 
One was a little bitty baby
Born by the virgin Mary



Born, born, born in Bethlehem

Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee six by six  
Six was the six that couldn’t get fixed  
Five was the Gospel preachers
Four was the four that stood at the door  
Three was the Hebrew children  
Two was Paul and Silas 
One was a little bitty baby 
Born by the virgin Mary 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem

Children, go where I send thee 
(Well, Lordy, then) 
Where will you send me? 
I’m gonna send thee twelve by twelve 
Twelve was the twelve disciples  
Eleven was the gospel writers  
Ten was the ten commandments  
Nine was was the nine that wrestled fine  
Eight was the eight that stood was the gate  
Seven was the seven that came down from Heaven  
Six was the six that couldn’t get fixed  
Five was the Gospel preachers  
Four was the four that stood at the door  
Three was the Hebrew children  
Two was Paul and Silas 
One was a little bitty baby 



Born by the virgin Mary 
Wrapped in swaddling clothing 
Laid down in a manger 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,
so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,



not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.



God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;



5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader



Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.



And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your
loving arms: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to you and be
saved; for your tender mercies sake.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,



peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Saturday
Morning Prayer
The Holy Innocents

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world. Psalm 19:4

Hymn: Lully lullay
Lully lullay, thou little tiny child,
By by lully lullay.
Thou little tiny child,
By by lully lullay.

Oh, sisters, too, how may we do
For to preserve this day
This poor youngling for whom we do sing
By by lully lullay?
Herod the king, in his raging,
Chargéd he hath this day
His men of might in his own sight
All young children to slay.
Then woe is me, poor child, for thee,
And ever mourn and pray.
For thy parting, neither say nor sing,
By by lully lullay.

Lully lullay, thou little tiny child,
By by lully lullay.
Thou little tiny child,



By by lully lullay.

Singers: Collegium Vocale Gent
Music: The Coventry Carol (Anonymus, 15th c. or 16th c.)

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory



All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!



Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

2 Quare fremuerunt gentes?
or Coverdale
1 Why are the nations in an uproar? *

Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
2 Why do the kings of the Earth rise up in revolt,

and the princes plot together, *
against the Lord and against his Anointed? 

3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; *
"let us cast off their bonds from us." 

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *
the Lord has them in derision. 

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *
and his rage fills them with terror. 

6 "I myself have set my king *
upon my holy hill of Zion." 

7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *
he said to me, "You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for
your inheritance *
and the ends of the earth for your possession. 

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *
and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/2.html


10 And now, you kings, be wise; *
be warned, you rulers of the Earth. 

11 Submit to the Lord with fear, *
and with trembling bow before him; 

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; *
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

13 Happy are they all *
who take refuge in him!

26 Judica me, Domine
or Coverdale
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord,

for I have lived with integrity; *
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; *
examine my heart and my mind.

3 For your love is before my eyes; *
I have walked faithfully with you.

4 I have not sat with the worthless, *
nor do I consort with the deceitful.

5 I have hated the company of evildoers; *
I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, *
that I may go in procession round your altar,

7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell *

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/26.html


and the place where your glory abides.
9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, *

nor my life with those who thirst for blood, 
10 Whose hands are full of evil plots, *

and their right hand full of bribes.
11 As for me, I will live with integrity; *

redeem me, O Lord, and have pity on me.
12 My foot stands on level ground; *

in the full assembly I will bless the Lord.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 49:13-23
13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into
singing! For the Lord has comforted his people, and will have compassion on

his suffering ones.14But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has

forgotten me.”15Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no
compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not

forget you.16See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; your walls
17



are continually before me. Your builders outdo your destroyers, and those
who laid you waste go away from you.

18Lift up your eyes all around and see; they all gather, they come to you. As I
live, says the Lord, you shall put all of them on like an ornament, and like a

bride you shall bind them on.19Surely your waste and your desolate places
and your devastated land— surely now you will be too crowded for your

inhabitants, and those who swallowed you up will be far away.20The children
born in the time of your bereavement will yet say in your hearing: “The place

is too crowded for me; make room for me to settle.”21Then you will say in
your heart, “Who has borne me these? I was bereaved and barren, exiled and
put away— so who has reared these? I was left all alone— where then have

these come from?”22Thus says the Lord God: I will soon lift up my hand to
the nations, and raise my signal to the peoples; and they shall bring your sons

in their bosom, and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders.23Kings
shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers. With their
faces to the ground they shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of your feet.
Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who wait for me shall not be put
to shame.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle S
A Song of Our True Nature
Julian of Norwich
Christ revealed our frailty and our falling, * 

our trespasses and our humiliations.



Christ also revealed his blessed power, * 
his blessed wisdom and love.

He protects us as tenderly and as sweetly when we are in greatest need; * 
he raises us in spirit
and turns everything to glory and joy without ending.

God is the ground and the substance, the very essence of nature; * 
God is the true father and mother of natures.

We are all bound to God by nature, * 
and we are all bound to God by grace.

And this grace is for all the world, * 
because it is our precious mother, Christ.

For this fair nature was prepared by Christ
for the honor and nobility of all, * 

and for the joy and bliss of salvation

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 18:1-14
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in

the kingdom of heaven?”2He called a child, whom he put among them,3and
said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will

never enter the kingdom of heaven.4Whoever becomes humble like this child

is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.5Whoever welcomes one such child

in my name welcomes me.6“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of
these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great
millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth
of the sea.



7Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling are

bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block comes!8“If
your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is
better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet

and to be thrown into the eternal fire.9And if your eye causes you to stumble,
tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than

to have two eyes and to be thrown into the hell of fire.10“Take care that you
do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels

continually see the face of my Father in heaven.12What do you think? If a
shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not
leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went

astray?13And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over

the ninety-nine that never went astray.14So it is not the will of your Father in
heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19
The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.



Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,



thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.

Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;



Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect of the Day: The Holy Innocents

Leader

We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy innocents of Bethlehem
by King Herod. Receive, we pray, into the arms of your mercy all innocent
victims; and by your great might frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and
establish your rule of justice, love, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the



cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor
of your Name. Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works
and sanctified a day of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away
all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your sanctuary,
and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest
promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Gabon.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Church of Christ
in the Philippines.

The Commemoration

We read in Matthew 2 that when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, King Herod,
fearing for his throne, ordered that all the male infants of Bethlehem be killed.
These children are regarded as martyrs for the Gospel -- "martyrs in fact
though not in will." Augustine called them "buds, killed by the frost of
persecution the moment they showed themselves." For a discussion of the
historical background of the episode, consult The Infancy Narratives in
Matthew and Luke.

(NOTE: Ignore what the file says about the Assumption of Moses.)

written by James Kiefer

Intercessions

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-christ-in-the-philippines
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-church-of-christ-in-the-philippines
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/CHRISTIA/library/infancy2.html
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/CHRISTIA/library/infancy2.html


Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For Joy in God's Creation
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to
behold your gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole
creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Good Use of Leisure
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace;
and grant that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our
minds, that our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Unemployed
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety
from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and
private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and
receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: O Word of God incarnate

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


O Word of God incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky:
We praise You for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,
A lantern to our footsteps
Shines on from age to age.

The Church from You, dear Master
Received the gift divine;
And still that light is lifted
O'er all the earth to shine.
It is the chart and compass
That, all life's voyage through,
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands
Still guides, O Christ, to You.

O make Your Church, dear Savior,
A lamp of burnished gold
To bear before the nations
Your true light as of old!
O teach Your wand'ring pilgrims
By this their path to trace,
Till, clouds and darkness ended,
They see You face to face!

Singer: LutheranWarbler
Words: William H. How
Arrangement: Felix Mendelssohn)
Tune: Munich



A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,



not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Leader

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.



God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.



109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.



Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.



Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Sunday
Morning Prayer
The First Sunday After Christmas

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the
people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11

-->

Hymn: I saw three ships come sailing in
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Pray, wither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
Pray, wither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

[Interlude]

O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And all the bells on earth shall ring,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
And all the bells on earth shall ring,
On Christmas Day in the morning.



And all the souls on earth shall sing,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
And all the souls on earth shall sing,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Then let us all rejoice again,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
Then let us all rejoice again,
On Christmas Day in the morning.

I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day in the morning.

I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day;
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Singer: Blackmore's Night
Words and Music: Traditional

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,



and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Jubilate 



Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

93 Dominus regnavit
or Coverdale
1 The Lord is King;

he has put on splendid apparel; *
the Lord has put on his apparel
and girded himself with strength.

2 He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;

3 Ever since the world began,
your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/93.html


4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

5 Mightier than the sound of many waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

6 Your testimonies are very sure, *
and holiness adorns your house, O Lord,
for ever and for evermore.

96 Cantate Domino
or Coverdale
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *

sing to the Lord, all the whole Earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations *

and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *

he is more to be feared than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *

but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *

scribe to the Lord honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *

bring offerings and come into his courts.

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/ritei/psalm/96.html


9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole Earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
she will judge the peoples with equity.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the Earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the Earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12

6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night

they shall never be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, 7and give
him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout



the earth.

10Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up,
build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.
11The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, "See,
your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before

him." 12They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord";
and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle M
A Song of Faith
1 Peter 1:3-4,18-21
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 

by divine mercy we have a new birth into a living hope;
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * 

we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven.
The ransom that was paid to free us * 

was not paid in silver or gold,
But in the precious blood of Christ, * 

the Lamb without spot or stain.
God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory * 

so that we might have faith and hope in God.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from Hebrews 2:10-18



10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation

perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call

them brothers and sisters, 12saying, "I will proclaim your name to my brothers

and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you." 13And again, "I
will put my trust in him." And again, "Here am I and the children whom God
has given me."

14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who

has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives

were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come

to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of

atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by what
he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

21 You are God Te Deum laudamus
You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:



All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;

Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 1:18-25

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother



Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to

dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the

Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will

save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is

with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

Response

And grant us your salvation.



Leader

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Response

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

Response

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

Response

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader

Let your way be known upon Earth;

Response

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Response

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

Response

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.



Collect of the Day: The First Sunday after Christmas

Leader

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate
Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that
in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Germany.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Congregational
Church of Southern Africa.

Intercessions

Leader

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-congregational-church-of-southern-africa
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-congregational-church-of-southern-africa


Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Church
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth,
in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error,
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen
it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake
of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen.

For Church Musicians and Artists
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present
with your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises
offered by your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your
beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Families
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who places solitary persons in families:
We commend to your continual care the homes in which your people dwell.
Put far from them, we beseech you, every root of bitterness, the desire of
vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, and godliness. Knit together in constant affection those

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


who, in marriage, have been made one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to
the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; and so enkindle
fervent charity among us all, that we may evermore be kindly one to another;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Once in royal David's city
Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby 
in the manger for a bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to Earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,
and His shelter was a stable,
and His cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and meek, and lowly,
lived on Earth our Saviour holy.

And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honor and obey,
Love, and watch the lowly maiden
In whose gentle arms He lay;
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see Him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
when like stars His children crowned,



all in white shall wait around.

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander
Music: Irby Henry Gauntlett

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;



for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;



With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * 
The Lord has done great things for them.

4



 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the
nations, and in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure
offering; for my Name shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of
Hosts. Malachi 1:11

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.



Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you: Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.



Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,



friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Monday 
Morning Prayer

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the
people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11

Hymn: Infant holy, infant lowly
Infant holy, infant lowly,
for his bed a cattle stall
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
noels ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping
vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ, the babe, was born for you.
Christ, the babe, was born for you.

Infant holy, infant lowly,
for his bed a cattle stall
Oxen lowing, little knowing



Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
noels ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Lord of all.

Singers: Bonnie McMaken, Johannah Swank, and Marissa Cunningham
Words: translated by Edith M. Reed, 1921
Music: W Zlobie Lezy, Polish carol; arranged by Edith M. Reed

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory

All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.



The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

20 Exaudiat te Dominus
or Coverdale
1 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, *

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 
2 Send you help from his holy place *

and strengthen you out of Zion; 
3 Remember all your offerings *

and accept your burnt sacrifice; 
4 Grant you your heart’s desire *

and prosper all your plans. 
5 We will shout for joy at your victory

and triumph in the Name of our God; *
may the Lord grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; *
he will answer him out of his holy heaven,
with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, *
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but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God. 
8 They collapse and fall down, *

but we will arise and stand upright. 
9 O Lord, give victory to the king *

and answer us when we call.

21:1-7 Domine, in virtute tua
or Coverdale
1 The king rejoices in your strength, O Lord; *

how greatly he exults in your victory! 
2 You have given him his heart’s desire; *

you have not denied him the request of his lips. 
3 For you meet him with blessings of prosperity, *

and set a crown of fine gold upon his head. 
4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him: *

length of days, for ever and ever. 
5 His honor is great, because of your victory; *

splendor and majesty have you bestowed upon him. 
6 For you will give him everlasting felicity *

and will make him glad with the joy of your presence. 
7 For the king puts his trust in the Lord; *

because of the loving-kindness of the Most High, he
will not fall.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
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and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 25:1-9

1O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you

have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you
have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city

no more, it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;

cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4For you have been a refuge to the
poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a
shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter

rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat
with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.

6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged

wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is
cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow

up death forever. 8Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the
Lord has spoken.

9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so
that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.



The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 9
The First Song of Isaiah
Ecce, Deus
Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Revelation to John 1:9-20



9I, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom
and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because of the

word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10I was in the spirit on the Lord's

day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11saying, "Write in a
book what you see and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna,
to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."
12Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning I

saw seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one
like the Son of Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across

his chest. 14His head and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow;

his eyes were like a flame of fire, 15his feet were like burnished bronze,

refined as in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many waters. 16In
his right hand he held seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-

edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining with full force. 17When I
saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on me,

saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I
was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death

and of Hades. 19Now write what you have seen, what is, and what is to take

place after this. 20As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my
right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of
the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 19



The Song of the Redeemed
Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *

surpassing human understanding.
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *

for you only are the holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *

because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to John 7:53-8:11

53Then each of them went home,

1while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2Early in the morning he came
again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to

teach them. 3The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been

caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, 4they said to him,
"Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery.
5Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do

you say?" 6They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to



bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.
7When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
"Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at

her." 8And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9When they
heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was

left alone with the woman standing before him. 10Jesus straightened up and

said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 11She
said, "No one, sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go your way,
and from now on do not sin again."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

Contemporary Lord's Prayer
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;

Response

Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Leader

Day by day we bless you;

Response



We praise your Name for ever.

Leader

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Response

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

Response

For we put our trust in you.

Leader

In you, Lord, is our hope;

Response

And we shall never hope in vain.

Collect of the Day: The First Sunday after Christmas

Leader

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate
Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the



coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Ghana.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Evangelical
Lutheran Church.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication
To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life
and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For All Sorts and Conditions
O God, the creator and preserver of all, we humbly beseech you for all sorts
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and conditions of people; that you would be pleased to make your ways
known unto them, your saving health unto all nations. More especially we
pray for your holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by
your good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of
peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to your fatherly
goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body,
or estate; that it may please you to comfort and relieve them according to their
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy
issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen.

For the Poor and Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and
neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and
the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them.
Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became
poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those Who Live Alone
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who
live alone may not be lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps,
they may find fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: Joy to the world
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let Earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,



and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found
far, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Singers: John Rutter and the Cambridge Singers
Words: Issac Watts
Music: Handel, arrangement, Rutter

A Prayer of Self-Dedication
Almighty and eternal God,
so draw our hearts to you,
so guide our minds,
so fill our imaginations,



so control our wills,
that we may be wholly yours,
utterly dedicated unto you;
and then use us, we pray you, as you will,
and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make



our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday

The Opening

Leader 
O God, make speed to save us.

Response 



O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm
Psalm 119 Lucerna pedibus meis
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Word

Leader

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us. Romans 5:5

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader

Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader



Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone



Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Tuesday after Christmas 
Morning Prayer
Frances Joseph-Gaudet
December 31

The Opening

Opening Sentence
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the
people; for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11

Hymn: Thou who wast rich
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor.

Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising
Heavenwards by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man.

Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
Make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,



Saviour and King, we worship thee.

Singers: Ordinary Time
Words: Frank Houghton

Confession of Sin

Leader

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Everyone together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory



All stand.

Leader

Lord, open our lips.

Response

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Antiphon
Alleluia. To us a child is born: 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Jubilate 
Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Alleluia. To us a child is born: 



Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Psalter

46 Deus noster refugium
or Coverdale

1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
3 Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
4 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
6 God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day. 
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
8 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9 Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, *
what awesome things he has done on earth. 
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire. 
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11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth." 
12 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

48 Magnus Dominus
or Coverdale
1Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; *

in the city of our God is his holy hill.
2Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the

hill of Zion, *
the very center of the world and the city of the great King.

3God is in her citadels; *
he is known to be her sure refuge.

4Behold, the kings of the earth assembled *
and marched forward together.

5They looked and were astounded; *
they retreated and fled in terror.

6Trembling seized them there; *
they writhed like a woman in childbirth,
like ships of the sea when the east wind shatters them.

7As we have heard, so have we seen,
in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; *
God has established her for ever.

8We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, *
in the midst of your temple.

9Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to
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the world's end; *
your right hand is full of justice.

10Let Mount Zion be glad
and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments.

11Make the circuit of Zion;
walk round about her; *
count the number of her towers.

12Consider well her bulwarks;
examine her strongholds; *
that you may tell those who come after.

13This God is our God for ever and ever; *
he shall be our guide for evermore.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

The Lessons

The Old Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 26:1-9

1On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong

city; he sets up victory like walls and bulwarks. 2Open the gates, so that the

righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in. 3Those of steadfast mind you



keep in peace— in peace because they trust in you. 4Trust in the Lord forever,
for in the Lord God you have an everlasting rock.

5For he has brought low the inhabitants of the height; the lofty city he lays

low. He lays it low to the ground, casts it to the dust. 6The foot tramples it, the

feet of the poor, the steps of the needy. 7The way of the righteous is level; O

Just One, you make smooth the path of the righteous. 8In the path of your
judgments, O Lord, we wait for you; your name and your renown are the

soul's desire. 9My soul yearns for you in the night, my spirit within me
earnestly seeks you. For when your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants
of the world learn righteousness.

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine
Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *



in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The New Testament Lesson

Reader

A reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians 5:16-6:2

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him

no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the

ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the

message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be

reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of

God in vain. 2For he says, "At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and
on a day of salvation I have helped you." See, now is the acceptable time; see,
now is the day of salvation!

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone



Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

Canticle 18
A Song to the Lamb
Dignus es
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,

From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel

Reader

A reading from the Gospel According to John 8:12-19

12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever

follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life." 13Then
the Pharisees said to him, "You are testifying on your own behalf; your

testimony is not valid." 14Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf,



my testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I
am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going.
15You judge by human standards; I judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my
judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent

me. 17In your law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. 18I
testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf."
19Then they said to him, "Where is your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also."

The Word of the Lord.

Everyone

Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after the Reading.

The Apostles' Creed

All stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader

God be with you.

Response

And also with you.

Leader

Let us pray.

Everyone

The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)
(or Traditional)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,



and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Leader

Help us, O God our Savior;

Response

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Leader

Look upon your congregation;

Response

Give to your people the blessing of peace.



Leader

Declare your glory among the nations;

Response

And your wonders among all peoples.

Leader

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;

Response

Never forget the lives of your poor.

Leader

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;

Response

And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Leader

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

Response

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Collect of the Day: The First Sunday after Christmas

Leader

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate
Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The following prayers and hymns are led according to local custom.

A Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth



also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and
men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

World Cycle of Prayer

We pray for the people of Greece.

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the United Evangelical
Lutheran Churches in India.

The Commemoration

Frances Joseph-Gaudet (1861- December 1934), prison reform worker and
educator, was born in a log cabin in Holmesville, Mississippi of African
American and Native American descent.

She was raised by her grandparents. Later she went to live with a brother in
New Orleans where she attended school and Straight College.

Widowed early, she dedicated her life to prison reform. Beginning in 1894 she
held prayer meetings, wrote letters, delivered messages, and secured clothing
for black prisoners, and later for white prisoners as well.

Her dedication to prisoners and prison reform won her the respect of prison
officials, city authorities, the governor, and the Prison Reform Association.

A delegate to the Women’s Christian Temperance Union international
convention in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1900, she worked for the reform of

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-evangelical-lutheran-churches-in-india
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-evangelical-lutheran-churches-in-india


young blacks arrested for misdemeanor or vagrancy. Joseph-Gaudet was the
first woman to support juvenile offenders in Louisiana, and her efforts helped
found the juvenile court.

She eventually purchased a farm and founded the Gaudet Normal and
Industrial School. The school, which eventually expanded to 105 acres and
numerous buildings, also served as a boarding school for children with
working mothers.

Joseph-Gaudet served as principal of the school until 1921 when she donated
the school to the Episcopal Church of Lousiana.

Though the school closed in 1950, the Gaudet Episcopal Home opened in the
same location four years later to serve African American children ages four to
sixteen.

The endowment fund currently supports St. Luke’s Community Center on
North Dorgenois Street, where a hall honors Frances Joseph-Gaudet.

from the Episcopal Women's History Project

Prayer
Merciful God, who raised up your servant Frances Joseph Gaudet to be a
champion of the oppressed: Grant that we, encouraged by her example, may
advocate for all who are denied the fullness of life to which you have called
all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Intercessions

Leader

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

Everyone sings or says

Hymn: To my humble supplication



To my humble supplication
Lord, give ear and acceptation
Save thy servant, that hath none
Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen.

Free intercessions may be stated (or prayers from the Book of Common
Prayer).

For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our jails and
prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners, and bring the
guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to your will, and give
them hope for their future. When any are held unjustly, bring them release;
forgive us, and teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in
these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and save them from
becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord,
we do for you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your
mercy's sake. Amen.

For the Victims of Addiction
Blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion
upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to
them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/index.html


beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who
care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

Hymn: Sound, sound your instruments of joy
Sound, sound your instruments of joy.
Sound, sound your instruments of joy.
To triumph shake each string.
To triumph shake each string
Let shouts of universal joy,
Of universal joy, universal joy
Welcome, welcome
Welcome the new born King!

See, see the gladdening dawn appears.
See, see the gladdening dawn appears.
Bright angels deck the morn.
Bright angels deck the morn.
Behold the great I Am is here.
The great I Am is here.
The King, the King,
The King of glory's born.

Singers: Canoryon Trewoon
Troon, Cornwall 2006

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;



where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The Ending

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,



be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Hymn: God Be With You
God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

An Order of Service for Noonday



The Opening

Leader

O God, make speed to save us.

Response

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Everyone

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A suitable hymn may be sung.

The Psalm

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 



it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 
your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

Leader

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Prayers

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Response

Christ, have mercy.

Leader

Lord, have mercy.

Everyone recites the Lord's Prayer.

Contemporary Lord's Prayer

skip to traditional

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,



your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Traditional Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader



Lord, hear our prayer;

Response

And let our cry come to you.

Leader

Let us pray.

The Collect

Leader

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own
peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

Intercessions

Free intercessions may be offered.

Leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to your, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our Presiding Bishop, for our own Bishop(s), for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you,
O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the
Gospel to the ends of the Earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote
the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response



Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees,
prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families,
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy,
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader



For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose
faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Response

Lord, have mercy.

Leader

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, now and for ever.

Everyone

Amen.

The Conclusion

Leader

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Response

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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